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PASTORAL OF THE GERMAN BISHOPS ASSEMBLEI> AT
rULDA.

" The uudersigued Bishops to the reverend clergy and

faithful, meeting, and peace in the Lord.

" Having returned to our respective Dioceses from the

Holy (Ecumenical Council of the Vatican, we, in union

with other German Bislioi)3 who were prevented attending

the Council, consider it oiu' duty as yoiu* chief pastors to

address to you, dearly beloved in the Lord, a few words of

instruction and exliortation. The occasion and reason for

our doing so, and that unitedly and solemnly, is found in

the fact that many erroneous ideas have for several months

been disseminated, and still, without any authority, are

strivmg in many places to gain acceptance.

"In order, then, to maintain the divine truths which

Christ our Lord hath taught mankind in their entire pur-

ity, and to seciu'e them from all change and distortion, He
has estabhshed in His Holy Church the office of infallible

teaching, and has promised and also given to it His protec-

tion and the assistance of the Holy Ghost for aU tunes.

On this office of infalUble teaching of the Church reposes

entire the security and joy of oiu* faith.

" As often as in the course of time misunderstandings of

or oppositions to, individual points of teaching have sprung

up, this office of infalhble teachuig hasm various ^^•ays, at one

time m greater Comicils, at anotlier without them, both

exposed and foiled the eiTors, ajid declared and established

the truth. This has been done in the most solemn man-

lier by the General Councils, that is, by those great assem-

blies in which the Head and the members of the one teach-

ing body of the Churcli combined for the decidhig of the

doubts and controversies in matters of faith wliich then

prevailed.
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