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but liofier iiud producing from their docotupottitioii a more nluuxiuiit iioil~.«

•lightly (tuniyi yellow loam admirably Hdaptod tu pHMturago and thf luiniug of

Indian corn and other cereftU. In Ou«{)^, the calcftreoiiH and Devonian for-

mtttiouH, winch aro very extouHivu, fiinuHh oxueedingly rich agricultural land.

The forestti of tliiit region iiinludft a good doul of lmr<lwoo<l, which ih aluiont

(iuiiroly hi« Idu^ in many i>Hrtb of the Laurontideu.

The grout plain of tho St. Lawrence rests upon hodii of prunitive Silurian and

Devonianr(»okH oorapoHed of .sandatonoii, limestonea, and Bohiuis . Those hod«

am IovhI and ovrerhiid witli olay, HomotiineH intoi strati tied with «and and gravel.

These suporiicial dtrata, which fror^uontiy uttun a thickness of several hundred

feet, are mostly of marine origin and dale from the period when all this region

was submerged by tho ocean.

They are comjMJsed of strong and compact clays,' which, in the newljr

cleared laud 3, are in many placon covered with a thick layer of vegetable

mould. The paits a«lj')ining the region of the Eastern Town.-hipH, and espo

oially that of thn liaurentiden, are covered with sandy deponits, chiefly in the

neif.'hljorhooil of Berthiir and Three Kivera ;
hrjt the centml part, which in by

far the mrgeat, is composed of atenaeiouH blue clay, more or less calcareous, and

of great thickness, cohhi iiuting a rich soil, which produces crops of all kimla

in abundance, but is partlculaily adapted to wheat raising, i'hr ..' good land*,"

whose fertility in proveri>ial, have, however, been exhausted by excessive crop-

pingoontrary to tin-" very 'jltMnyntarv princi|'los of rationi,! hufibundry ; ihey

have Inen con^tMitly sown and resown without regaid to !'*illowing, rotation

of crops, deep ploughing or manuring to restore then feitility
;
but, with

the aid of an intelligent syncem of tilla^'e and the help of maimre and rent,

they woul'l quickly reciover their natural qualities, as attested by the nnpro.

vt^ments which have been noticeiible for some years past esjiecially in the

neighborhood of St. Ilyacihthe and Montreal.

The immense ro<iion of Lake St. Jolin is mostly characterized by an exactly

similar soil and one fully as rich as that of the St. Lawrence valley, bemg
oompoBed of clay equally suitable for wheat raising.

X

AEAHIK A.VD WOOn LANDS.

It ha3 been stated above that the area of land comprised within tlie actual

boundaries of the Province of liuebec amounts to 120,7()4,t>ol stjuare aerea.

Strike otffrom this fi^'ure tha I0,t)78,9;^l acres included in the seigniories and the

11,744.5', '9 acres held in free and common socoage, and it well be foun<I that

the amount of available, land, forming th' public domain, is equal to an area

of 98,341, 121 acres. Of this domain, it is estimated that at loaat 2i),0(K),(X)0

acres consist of ^'ood. arable lan-l. .Vllowing a lot of 100 acres to each family?

these good lands represent an area sufficient to support a farming populatioa

of a million of souls on the basis cf five ])ers*ons to each family.

The forest domain, actually under license for the manufacture of timber,
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