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say if to honourable members of this House-
that for some years past Canada, like ail other
countries, bas been passing f hrougb a period
of reconstruction. We have had our troubles
following the war, and, like other countries,
we have laboured under disabilities. It was
only in the latter part of 1923 that Canada
began to find ber feet again-to settie down
in a normal condition-to feel, after ail she
bad undcrgone, that she was able to take up)
and curry along those measures that were best
for the people as a whole.

1 cannot help f hinking, in connection witb
the Speech from the Tbrone, that it embodies
a, very healthy idea of Canadianism. It
appears f0 me, if I may bc permitted to say
so, that if there is one thing that this country
needs more than any other at the present
time, it is that the spirit of Canadianism be
instilled into our people. We ougbt to imbue
ourselves and imbue others wif b a wbolesome
Canadian spirit and develop it to a consider-
ably greater degree than if bas been developed
up) to the present time. There ougbf t0 be,'in miy opinion, more pride of nationality than
we now bave; 'there ougbt t0 be more of our
own history taught in our schools to our young
people. Indeed, Canadian history sbould be
faugbt not merely f0 our young people, but
even ta men wbo sit in this or in the other
Chamber. Consider how glorious bas been the
hist.ory of Canada. In reading the works of
Parkman and others dealing witb the develop-
ment of this Dominion, one cannot but be
irnpressed witb fthe facf that it is a great
bistor 'v, a romantic history. If would be to
the advantage of every man, woman and child
in this country to learn more of the bistory
of Canada than the bistory of England or
that of ancient Rome. The more we are im-
bued with the spirit of Canýadianism, the
hetter will it be for our country, and the
sooner shaîl we be a great people.

I do not intend t0 take up much of the
time of this honourable House with wbat I
bave to say. There are great questions con-
fronting us. Canada is on the verge of great
development, and it will be achieved if we
bave enough faifb in ourselves and our country
f0 fake up our tq.,k and carry if along to
fruition.

The first question that comes t0 mind is
the question of taxation. At the present
fime, in this as in aIl other countries, taxa-
tion is a vital matter. Some hope is held
out in the Speech from the Tbrone that we
shaîl bave some relief from the present heavy
bur-den we bave to bear. Ail Canadians
should be glad that such is the case. In the
first place, if will afford relief to us as in-
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dividu-als. Everyone muef recognize that the
United States, under the Mellon scbeme, is
bringing about a great decrease of taxation.
The fax on incomes is t0 be considerably
ligbtened. Canada is in a poisition similar ta
that of the merchant: she musf put ber goods
in the front window. Like any other eountry
tùbat is tu-day beavily burdened wif h taxation,
she must show that if is ber intention f0 re-
duce the taxation and thus lighten the burden
on the people. We must show f bat intention
fo the world, for the simple reason thaf the
country that shows the least taxation is fhe
one that will gef the people and be the most
prosperous. So it is wifh feelings of relief
and of hope that we mee foreshadowed in
t ho Speech from the Tbrone the intention f0
provide some relief from taxation, that thus
thbe cost of living may be reduced.

Involved in fhat fo a considerable degree
is. of course, fbe question of expendifure. Bofh
of the leaders in this House have fouched
somiewbat upon thaf. My bonourable friend
the leader of the party opposite (Hon. Sir
James Lougbeed) said, if I understood him
arigbt, thaf if was nof sa much a question
of reducing the expenditure upon the number
of people employed as if was-and I stand f0
be correctcd if I am wrong-that the amounts
that were paid should be decreased.

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: No, the
confrary.

Hon. Mr. PARDEF: Whicbever if may be.
aIl I have f0 say is thaf I am delighfed ta
sec that the Government have faken sfeps f0
initiafe just such a decrease in expendifure as
fthe people of this country bave been desiring
for some t ime. I am bound f0 say thaf any
Government that does that bas my extreme
sympathy. There must be sympathy for a
Government which 'is eompelled f0 fake such
drastic measures, and for f lose upon wbom
ftbe results of such measures must faîl. If is
a ca~se of "Be damned if you do, and be
(laned if voit don't.' The country af large
is clamouring. AIl sides of politics-I make
no invidious distinctions-have but one cry',
wbich, if I understand if, is f bat our expend-
ifure upon public works and ftbe services of
the Dominion of Canada is above and beyond
and out of aIl proportion ta the population
and fhe work f0 be donc. Therefore the
Government must of neeessity underfake the
disagreeahie fask of reducing ifs staff and
reducing salaries, f berehy in the firsf place
effecting econoinies, and in the second place
relieving ftbe people of this country te some
extent of the hurden of taxation.

Canada bas a population of about 9,000,000,
and a debt of over $2,000,000,000. Our expend-


