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Inquiry by men wbose judgment would ho
accepted by botb parties. Tbe natural ln- J1
ferenoe would be tbat tbey would be judges.
Our assumption was that tbey 'wouid be
iudges of tbe Supreme Court. The time <

came wlien the public were advised that

the treaty was likely ta fali througb. The
Senate were not disposed ta adopt It. What
then occurred? Â week or ten days elap-
eed and it was annouuced that tbe Senate
wouid probabiy approve of the bill. Iu
that Interim on doubt negotiations passed,
and It ivas quite understood that two gen-
tlemen of unexceptIonal qualifications from
the staudpoint of tbe United States would
ba. named, and therefore under those con-
siderations tbe Senate approved of the
treaty. It ls possible-and I hope for the
bet-that some good will evolve f romn It.
Even if they do îîot agree, we shall at least
observe the spirit tbat prompted the treaty,
by appoiuting sucb members an the coma-
mission as wiIl at least savor of the qual-
lications that were originally intended ta
nipply to thein-thiat is, Ibigh judiclal au-
tharities. Tbe Lord Chief Justice of Eng-
land will bie one. We shall appoint two
gentlemen, I presume, witbln a day or two,
ait ail events-twa gentlemen ta whose ap-

llaintinent no exception cau be taken, and
we cuit only trust that froin the evidence
which inay be evolved ln tbe iaquiry, the
better iiinds in tbe United States and ln
Canada will be able ta say where tbe
iwelgght of testimouy lies, and wvhere the
boundary Iine ougbit ta be. Hlavlag suc-
ceeded that far, we sbould trust ta tbe good
seuse of oîie or bath countries ta yield ta
the arbitrament whicb seems fair and JuSt.

'%i'th these observations, 1 will take my

seat, expressing the belief thiat the measures
tbe government bave ta present «ta parlia-
ment 'will came down withîu a reasonable
period and tbat tbere will be no justification
in assumiug that parliament is going ta sit
for any langer teri than usual. The finan-!
(iai statement will be made witbin a rea-
sona hIe time, and the'important measures
will aIl be before parliament, and I think
ivithin the usual limit for the sitting of'
l)arliament that tbey will ho satisfactorlly
dispased of.

Hon. Sir MACKENZIE BOWELL-Do I
understand the hou. gentleman ta say that
Canada will have the right to appoint two
of the commissioners and Eîî,igliid one ?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-Yes. The Lord Chief
rustice of England has been appointed.

Hon. Mr. MILLER-Before offering any
~omments on the Important subjects re-
erred to ln the Speech with whlch His
@Jxcellency bas opened the present session
)f parliament, I desire to enter my protest
igainst the lateness of the perlod at which
we have been called together 1to 'Kls-
charge our legisiative duties. Not per-
baps during anly session since the pres-
eut government has corne Into power
have the measures we will likely be asked
to consider been of a more weighty char-
acter, or more difficuit, to dispose of
than tbey promise to be during this;
session. If the legisiation foresbadowed
ln the Speech from the Tbrone le al
to be deait witb, lu addition ta the largely
lncreased private legisiation, the session
mnust Inevitably iast six montbs, and bring
us into the swelterlng heat of Ottawa ln
midaummer, 'which unfIts most men for the
work of legislation, and greatly Interferes
with the attendance of members of bath
houses. Besides, late sessions are Injurious
to the business Interests of tbe great mai-
ority of members who are kept ln attend-
ance on their parliamentary duties after
sprlng time with great difficulty, and the
country thus loses the benefit 0f the know-
ledge and experience of many of Its abiest
representatives.

During the years of Conservative rule,
myself and others frequently had occasion
to make a similar protest to that I am now
presenting, and often witb good effeet, being
generally met witb a promise from the thiei
leaders of the Senate that cause of corn-
plaint on this subject *ould cease to bie
given.

I bold that tbere is no justification for
the lateness of the present session of parlia-
ment- It is true that tbe Prime Minister is
said to be in feeble bealtb, wbicb 1 amn sure
ail regret With, bowever, a majority of
about fifty lu tbe House of Commons, could
îiot bis colleagues afford to give the premier
.a long rest, wbicbi migbt prove of perma-
nent benefit ta is health ? The truth is,
that ministers bave been spending- too muech
time in festivities and Idleness silice the
risîng of parliament last year, and have
consequently neglected the preparation of
tbe Important measures of legislation tiat


