2 The Speech

The Hon. the SPEAKER commanded
the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod
to proceed to the House of Commons, and
acquaint that House it is the pleasure of
the Hon. William Johnstone Ritchie,
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
Canada, Deputy Governor, they attend
him immediately in this House.

‘Who, being come,
The Hon. the SPEAKER said :

Hon. Gentlemen of the Senate :
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

The Hon. William Johnstone Ritchie, De-,

puty Governor, does not see fit to declare the
chtudes of his stmmoning the present Parlia-
ment of Canada until a Speaker of the House
of Commons shall have been chosen according
to law, but to-morrow at the hour of 3 o’clock

in the afternoon, His Excellency the Govertior’

g‘e'ne,ral will declare the causes of his calling
is Parliament,

The Deputy Governdr then retired,
and the House of Commons withdrew.

The House adjourned at 3.20 p.m.

THE SENATE.
Priday, February 14, 1879.
The Members of the Senate assembled
at 2:45 P. M.,
PRAYERS.

The House was adjourned during plea-
sure.

After some time the House was resum-

His Excellency the Governor General
being seated in the Chair on the Throne,

The Honorable the Speaker commanded
the Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod
to proceed to the House of Commons and
acquaint that House—¢ It is His Excel-
lency’s pleasure they attend him immedi-
ately in this House.”

‘Who, being come,
The Speeck.,

[SENATE]

Srom the Throne.

The Honorable JoserE GopERIC BLAN-
CHET said :

May rr Preast Your Excrriescy, —

The House of Commons have elected me as
their Speaker, though I am but little able to
fulfil the important duties thus assigned to me.

If, in the performance of those duties, I should
at-any time fall mto error, I pray that the fault
may Be imputed to ‘me, and ‘ndt to the Corn-

| mons, whose servant1am, and who through

me, the better to enable them to discharge their
duty to their Queen and Country, humbly claim
all their undoubted rights and privileges, espec-
jally that they inay have freedom of speech in
their debates, access to Your Excellency’s per-
son at all seasonable times, and that their pro-
ceedings may receive from Your Excellency the
most favorable comsideration,

The Honorable the Speaker of this
House then saidl:

MR. SPEAXER,—I am commanded by His
Excellency the Governor-General to declare to
you that he freely confides in ‘the duty and at-
tachment of the House of Commons to Her
Majesty’s Person and Government; and, not
doubting that their proceedings will be con-
ducted with wisdom, temper and prudence, he
grants, and upon all occasions will recognize
and allow, thsir constitational privileges. T-am
commanded, also, to assure yon that the Com-
‘tmons shall have ready accéss to ¥is Excellency
upon all ‘searchible occasions, and ‘that their
‘ ings, a8 well ‘as your words and actions,
will constantly ‘receive from him the most fav-
orable construction.

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

His Excellency the Governor-Genersl
was then pleased to open the Session by
a gracious speech to’both Houses :

Honorable'Gentlemen of the Sénate :
‘Qentlenten of the House of Commons:

In meeting the Parliament of Canade for
the first time, I desire to express the gratifica-
tion 1 feel at having been sefected ‘by Her Ma-
.jesty for the high and important office I now

1, and to assure you of the great satisfaction
with which I now seck your aid and co-opera-
tion.

In acknowledging with profound gratitude
the reception which has been accorded to my-
self, as I'Yet Majesty’s representstive, I am also
commanded by The Queen to comvey, through
you, to the rpeople of Canadla, Her thanks for
the loyal, generous, and kindly manner in which
they have welcomed Her duughter.

The contribution of Canadianproducts and
manufactures to the great National Exhibition
at Paris, last year, attracted much attention,
and, it is believed, will have a beneficial effect



