
know how ta, praduce in aur factories, in aur
mines, and in aur mills. and grow on aur farms.

Finally hie said:
What we need ta do ia ta find a way ta broaden

the ;purchasing Power base of aur economlc systema
s0 that that purchasing power in the hands of
people will balance our productive 'power in terma
of these new tools that we are finding and
science and technology is giving us every day in
the year.

I believe Mr. Reuther was right when he
referred ta the necessity of placing purchas-
ing power in the hands of the people, because
if they have purchasing power they will
purchase the things that are produced and
industry will be thrown into high gear again
ta produce more gaods. Unemployment will
vanish and the needs of aur people will be
fulfilled. I would theref are, Mr. Speaker,
request, as I have before, that some respons-
ible minister explain ta us why the govern-
ment cannot or will not effect the necessary
manetary reformns ta produce the desired
results. Increased purchasing power will cre-
ate more jobs, and therefore as a member of
a group that has offered suggestions and out-
lined a monetary plan that would salve the
problem, I would ask the Minister of Finance
(Mr. Harris) ta state his views concerning
the problemn and concerning these proposais
that have been advanced by this group.

Mr. J. A. MacLean (Queens): The problem of
unempioyment from a national point of view
has been covered tharoughly in this debate,
and it is not my intention ta deal with it in
general terms but that is not because I do
not recognize the importance of the problem.
As a matter of fact the unemployment situa-
tion in the country is quite seriaus at the
moment. In yesterday's Montreal Gazette I
noticed a statement ta the effect that 7 per
cent of aur labour farce is now unemployed,
which is more than double the normal per-
centage. This article also points out that even
at the depth of the world-wide depression in
the thirties there was neyer more than 12
per cent 0f aur labour force unemployed at
any one time.

I, however, do not; intend ta deal with the
prablema on a national scale. I shouid like ta
direct my remarks for a few moments ta
the problem of unemployment in the mari-
time provinces. I know that this is a problem
with which the Minister of Labour (Mr.
Gregg) is specîally familiar because he too
is a maritimer. Nevertheless I take this oppor-
tunity ta bring the situation ta his attention
once again. Unemployment for us in the mari-
times is flot new. That is probably the reason
we have not expressed the degree of alarm
expressed by members; from other parts of
the country, when they find the unemploy-
ment figures reaching such high levels.

Unemployment
Over the years in the maritime provinces

we have had chronic unemployment. Ever
since confederation the maritimes have been
unable to supply employment ta the natural
increase in the labour force. In that Urne
they have flot; been able ta keep employed
the numbers who gained their livelihood in
that area years ago.

I note that in my own province of Prince
Edward Island the total population in 1951
was 5,000 less than it was in 1901, or 50
years before. The resuit of this depressed
economic condition in the maritime provinces
is that there has been a continuous exodus
of our best people from those provinces
during that time. I amn not suggesting that
it is not a good thing for groups of aur
people ta be employed in other parts of the
country, thus adding ta the strength and
the leadership of the newer sections of
Canada. But the unfortunate effect, so far as
the maritime provinces are concerned, is
thaýt most of this exodus has been, not ta
other parts of Canada only, but ta the
United States, and chiefiy ta the New
England states where we find approximately
the saine basic economic conditions as are
found in aur maritime provinces, and where,
owing ta the similarity of natural conditi ans,
the opportunities should be no greater than
in aur awn maritime provinces.

Unemployment figures for the maritimes
do not have great significance because they
represent only those who are at the moment
unemployed in that area and who have not
as yet given up hope of eventually being
employed there. These are the people who
are unemployed but who have not yet left
the area ta go somewhere else in search of
employment.

In this connection I should like ta quote
fromn the Labour Research bulletin, the
monthly publication of the research depart-
ment of the Canadian Congress of Labour.
In the January-February issue they deal at
considerable length with the' econamic
situation in the maritime provinces, and say
at page 2:
Taking the three maritime Provinces tagether
there car be no ciuestion that the increase in
employment since the end of the war has been
very small, and of course far smaller than for
the country as a whole.

Then it goes on ta say:
For the th'ree maritime provinces figures are
available-

That is unemployment figures.
-for 52 dates, from February 23, 1946 to Novernber
20, 1954. On every one of thase dates the Percent-
age of unplaced applicants to total supply ia the
labour market was hlgher than the national per-
centage, usually much higher. For 1946 it aver-
aged over 50 Per cent higher; for 1947 over 89
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