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hon. gentleman's position on so important posite that 56 years ago, when I had the
and so august an occasion. I read with pleasure of visiting Great Britain for the
some astonishment a telegram from London, first time, there was only a horse railway
published a few days ago, in the press here, six miles in length in Scotland aPd a rail-
referring to the fact that Canada was be- way running from Liverpool to Manchester
ing penalized by having only one represen- i in England, and ask them to contrast that
tative on this great and important ocea- situation as regards railway operations with
sion. while Australasia will be represented the present position in that country, they
by no less than five Premiers, and the cor- will grasp in a moment the tremendous and
respondent felt it was necessary that some gigantie advances made in different diree-
suggestion should be offered to Her tions relating to the progress. prosperity and
Majesty's Government in order to overcome grandeur of the United Kingdom. But
that great disparity. I can only say that great as has been the progress of the
the person who committed himself to such United Kingdom. the progress of the colo-
an opinion knows very little of the position nies has been still greater. Sixty years ago.
that Canada occupies in the estimation of at the time Her Majesty ascended the
the Empire. Sir, when Canada became a Throne. Australia was a terra incognita. a
confederation, a great Dominion, she spoke small portion of it only was practically
with authority. She was represented at known, and it was a penal settlement, and
the heart of the Empire, before the Im- the site of the great city of Melbourne was
perial Government. by a High Commis- occupied at that period by camps of abori-
sioner. who was charged with the duty of gines. and in fact the creation of Australia
representing not a province, but the whole and New Zealand as great colonies has
of this great Confederation, and I am happy taken place since Her Majesty ascended the
to be able to testify that not only in regard Throne. This has been a revelation to the
to ny predecessor but in regard to the gen- world. The sane remark will apply to
tleman who has succeeded me in that high South Africa. I need not refer to the satis-
office. the H1.ih Commissioner has on every factory progress made by the Dominion of
occasica obtained the hearty support and Canada, or do more than mention the pro-
co-operation of every one of the rèpresen- gress made by India and the extension of
tatives in London of the autonomous colo- that vast Empire, but I desired briefly to
nies. which eubrace all the colonies of call attention to the enormous progress
Australasia and South Africa, and that ail made throughout the Empire durilng the be-
those representatives fully recognize that nign reign of Her Majesty. It has not only
the Dominion of Canada is entitled to that been the good fortune of Her Majesty the
precedence which gives its representative Queen to witness this enormous develop-
the position of leader of the colonial repre- ment of the Empire under her sway, but It
sentatives in London. So on this occasion, las been the greater good fortune of the
Sir. although there might be. and I should people dwelling in every portion of this
have been very glad if there could be' a re- great Empire to recognize in Her Majesty
presentative fromi every one of the Austral- a Sovereign of whiom everyone is justly
ian and South African Colonies, the lion. proud. It has been the good fortune of
First Minister would find that he would be every. subjeet of Her Majesty even In the
associated with a body of gentlemen one most remote portions of the Empire to re-
and all of whom would recognize the prece- cognize that the Queen, whether as a
dence that Canada occupies in consequence woman. wife or sovereign. in faet In every
of her advanced position as a Dominion. relation of life. possessed all those great
There is no ground for apprehension on the charms which endear her to the
part of any person. that we will not be well, hearts of every one of her subjeets. Sir. I
worthily and efliciently represented on that 1 am glad to know that Canada is not only
great occasion. This Diamond Jubilee Is to be represented by the Prime Minister at
unique in itself. There has been no occa- i the Diamond Jubilee. but I also deem it to
sion in the world's history perhaps on which be a nost happy suggestion on the part of
such a celebration has taken place at ail the Imperial Government to signalize this
corresponding in magnitude to this. It las great and important event by bringing to-
been the good fortune of this great Empire 1 gether from the remote portions of tle Em-
that Her Majesty the Queen has throughout pIre the Premiers of the great autonomoius
a longer period than any other ruler in the colonies, and at the sanie time secure a
history of any other country filled the high 1suitable representation of the militia and
position of Sovereign of the Britieh Empire. 1military fcrees ot Canada and the other
Not only is that the case. but Her Majesty colonies. I believe, Sir. that these niatters
bas the satisfaction of havIng witnessed inay by sone be regarded from an economi-
during that long period a development in cal point of view as perhaps attended
Great Brltaln ltself and throughout the Em- with sone- little expenditure and out-
pire that is unparalleled In the history of the lay ; but I am In a position to say
world. Great and striking have bnen the from knowledge gained hy many years,
advances made within the United KIngdom residence In England that any expenditure
itself since Her Majesty ascended the coVected with a display of that kind Is
Throne. When I remInd bon. gentlemen op- utterly Insignificant compared wlth the
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