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farmerâor voters generally have something else to do %ban
to watch these officers make up the list. Now; in the muni-
cipalities we have our valuators; who go around the Sounty
and nake atroll. A notice is given, and on a certain day the
roll isrevised by the municipal authorities. A man has to
watch that to esee whether he is properly valued, and if he
finds that his property is valued to its full value, then he
wants others te be valued fully slao, bocause otherwise he
will have ,more'than -his share of the taxes to pay. If ho is
not iatisfied, he has the right of appd o the county
council. Under the present;system, when the voters ,list is
made from that roll, all the voter has- to do is to see that bis
name is' on the list. If it is not-on the liEst, he can apply te
the' ouncil to have it put on, and then appeal to the court
if nfot satisfied with the decision ; but according to
this. syfen he will have to do this work, and thon he
w-ill have te watch the revising offiur, because,' although
his nane may be on the roll,- he is net certain that it
will be put on the revising oefcer's liEst. Then there is the
question of cost. How is it possible for aprofessional man,
a barrister, teobe able to value the whole county in much
less than a -year ? At present the municipal council
generally appoints the same valuators from year te year,
because they are botter acquainted with the property
in 'the municipality. Very often it takes a month to
inake a, valuation in some municipalities. How is it
possible that a perfect stranger, who knows nothing of the
value of property in those municipalities, is W make a
valuation in -less than a year ? He may be the best man in
the wôrld ; if ho is an honest man, it wiIl t:ake him longer
than if hoeis a scoundrel, because if he is the latter ha will
care nothing about doing his duty. But if hoeis an honest
man he will want to value the land correctly. Take my
own county, for instance. There are fourteen muniipalities,
and how much lime would it take for an-officer togo around
and visit and value these properties? Hie cannot do it alone;
he must have somebody witb him; r d ail this will.cost roney.
If the amendmentofthe hon.rnienber forBrome (Mr.Fisher)
-was accepted, all ho would have to do would be to take- the
valuation rol made by parties who are aequainted with
the land in the municipality,, and revised by officers
who knew the value of land. I think the First Minister
ought to accept this amendment. I do net see what injus-
tice there would be; everybody would be treated alike, all
over the Iominion, while ,ther*ise the matter would be
left in-the hands of an inexperienood man, who does not
know the valué of prbperty and who would put the elector
to the trouble of going to the county atithe Üset meeting,
and agàin at the second neeting, in their -m-uuicipality, for
the final tevision. Of course, if ho does noiget justice there,
ho will have o take an appeal, if the revisiîg ficer· will,
let him have it.

Mr. ARMSTRONG. I think the proposition of the
amendment of the honrbemberdfor Brome (Mr. Kiisher) is
the only correct way in which4he desired information can
be obtained. iNot only is it the correct, 'but it ie the cheap
«st and the only practical -miethod by which it ean beU
accompliMhed. It isàthe onlyway inwhich proper safegiards
-can bethrown around it. The assement l-oll is made ont
.by gentlemen who are placed urnder oath te value property
at its actual eash value. But that is not the only safeguard.
If a man-eels--aggrieved, ifho considers that the va-lue of is
property is sunacient to enable him te have a-vote, he ha-
an appeal te the court of revision. That, in Ontario, and 1
presume it is the same in .the other Provinces, is composed
of the members of the municipal council. They also, beforej
they enter on their duties, take.a solemn oath te do justice. If
the township is divided into wards, ee man must noces-
sarily be well acquainted with the ward, and I believe
in most cases it will be found that every member of the
council knows of hiis actual knowledge whether
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the property should be raised in valuation or not.
So we say that safeguards are thrown around it, and
it is the most correct valuation that can he made- in that
way. Not only so, but under the Ontario election law
there is still another appeal provided, namely, to the-county
judge. If a man feels aggrieved and thinks his property
should bo raised, se as to give him a vote, ho can appealt10
the county judge, and-I desire hon. members to notice this
point-if the appeal be ustained, the costs are saddled
on «the council. So al the safegua-ds imaginable, in
order to obtain a correct valuation, are provided by this
method. I asserted that it was the cheapest way in which
the matter could be decided. By adopting this plan it saves
this Government from paying anything,: except- a mere
trifle, to obtain an assessment roll. Again, I said it was the
most practical way. If you do not adopt the revised assess-
ment roll as a basis, what other basis are you going to get ?
Is the revising offcer to become an assessor, and go
through the riding, from one end to the other, placing
a value on all property in dispute? If that be so, it is
going -to take ýa pretty smart revising officer to make out a
voters' list w-ithin a year. We know that some of the rid-
ings vary from twenty miles to 100 miles between their
extreme points; and it took the assessor, who was a very
smart man, two menths to prepare an assesment of one of
the townships in my riding. We can easily understand the
immiense amount of labor in -which it is going to involve the
revising officer if he bcomes assessor, and is called upon to
go through each riding and see if property entitles the
parties to vote or not. It may be objected that under this
Bill the revising -officer may take such information as
ho requires. That is going to make the matter worse. If
ho is going to do so by taking evidence it is going to make
the expense much larger, for the only difference isthat
instead of the eost being borne by the Province, it will have
to be borne by individuals. I cannot see any other way of
gotting a cheap and correct assessment, except by the
method proposed by the hon. mem)r for Brome (Mr.
Fisher). Any other is going to be not ouly costly, but incor-
rect, and I fear utterly impracticable.

Mr. TROW. I highly approve of the amendment pro
posed by the hon. member for Brome -(Mr. Fisher), as the
only practicable solution of the difficulty and the only
equitable mode of assesment. The actual value of pro-
perty- is sometimes imaginary. It depends very much
on the circumstances of the case. A man may want to
enlarge th limits of fhis fari, by taking an adjoining farm,
so as to provide for some memÉber of his family, and for that
additional land ho may pay 30 or 40 per cent. morethan
any other person would be willing to offer. Again, the person
who sold a portion of his farnm might subsequently desire to
repurchase it, and be willing to pay a much higher price.
Se the value of land is largely imaginary. I desire to
ask the First Minister now, in the event ;of the revising
oficoor obtaining information requisite to enable him to
arrive at a correct valuation of a section of land, -and in the
event of there being a trial in respect to the valuation, by
whom is the expense to be borne? Is it to beby the indivi-
dual whose property has either been lowered or raised, or
by the municipality, -or by the D ninion ?

Mr. SPROULE. I desire to say a word in regard to the
valuation of the assoesment roll. Valuators -are appointed
to go round and make valuatigns. In the same county very
different valves are given to land separated by very short
distances; 100 acres may be valued at $1;000, and yet right
across the road, in another township, the same quantity of
land may be valued at $2,000. Village lots are -valued at
$80 or $100 above the amount at which they have been
bought. This I have seen several times. , While I admit
that, for the purpose of making the årst roll, :it would be
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