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A moment ago I referred to the changes that have taksen
place in the world in the 15-0d4 years since tne NATO alliance
came into being, One ¢f the major changes to have czcurred
during that pericd has teen the economic recovery aad political
resurgence of Western Europe, This is a dsvelopment that Canada
welcomes, It is alsc, of course, a development of central
importance to the ailiance, not only tecause of the great strength,
in terms of power and resources, that Western Eurcpe has brought
to the alllance but also tecadse, inevitabtly, it was bound to have
some implications for the strusture of the alliancze as such,

There are those who think that the aliliance may have teen
slow to adapt ivself to these new csircumstances, and that may welil
be so, If it has been so, the reasons for it are pernaps not tco
difficult to detsct, As indavidual nations, we have, I think,
all of us adapted to the changing patterns of world rela*ions over
the past decade or so of which the revival in Western Furcpe has
been one of thne most striking, But, as members of an alliance,
we were bound to take certain other factors into ascocunt, Firet,
we must te sure, in whatever steps we take, that the net effest
is to strengthen and nct to weaken tre alliante, Seccndly, there
is the inescapable fact of the cverwhelnming power ¢f the Uaited
States aand its castodianship of the aislear deterrsnt, This is
of course, crucial To the effectiveness aad ~redibllitv cf thne
alliance and we, as Canadilsas, ahstacn toe GLmMOSt imporiance to it,
Thirdly, we must act forget that, tnrcugnoar *the period wnen tnes
pattern of power and resouvies Winhip Tte arliance was cnanging,
tne alliance as a wnole (oatig:ed To te confructed by tae overrliing
external challeage cf tne Soviet Ualoa., And it 1s signaficant, I
think, that whatever may npave t<ea the preocc.pstion ¢I tne menters
of the ailiacce with the aesd for irnterzal adji.stnents, the al.ianse
collectively and :its memcers individualiy have unever ilagged iz
their determisatica to staud up to that chawl.snge, 0ur coOonon
bPlanning to meet the Scviest trreat ¢ Rarlin and the ceafzontsl fon
over Cuba some two years tack proeide, I *hiak, foreeful demcastras~
tions of that point,

The fact of the matter, tnen, is Tta* some Weztern European
countries feel that tney sheuid have a grszaie~ share 12 *he military
direction c¢f thes alliance, Scme of thezs coannries pave tried to
meat this problem by sreating a naticnai nucrl=ar forve, This ia
not, however, a fea3ible course fcr moat members zor dc we regard
it, on taian:ie; as a desirable course -= 2artain.y 0T us == to
follow, There have aiso been suggestioas for a partly maitilaterali
approach to tnis probiem, but thig sclution dces act reaily mest
the precccupations of those who are locklng for a greater share cof
responsibility within the alliance, We tnink thsre mav well te
a middle course that has not been sufficleatliv explored, Could we
not make use of our exisiting maciinery to bring about a greater
Sharing in the militvary direction of the alliance, particulariy in
the areas of the command structures; swrategic¢ planning and targeting
s well as the sharing of costs, Tc¢ insist rhat Scme countriaes can
low make a grea*sr conirituticn te the common burden without soming
Seriously to grips with the actual shariog of military direction
Seems to me tc te a8 unpromising a3 tnas reverse siac of approach,




