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Tranclation of a speech by the Prime-Minister,
Mr. St.laurent, delivered in French at a
Richelisu Club lunchecn, in Montreal, cn
March 5, 1949, ”

I em glad to have this opportunity. cf addressing the nembers
of the Richelieu Glub_pr nontrealf_ : '

: I ne2d not praise the Richelieu Cluts. Although established
only thres yeara ago, they have alrsady shown their mettle.. They have
rapidly multiplied across the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario, from
Ottawa to Rimouski and from Sudbury to Chicoutimi. :

As you know, it was in the federal capital that the Richelieu
Clubs crigirated., I see evidence in this fact of the dssirability for
all Canadians to have contacts betwsen the waricus provinces for the
mutual bsnefit of all, In it also I see evidenze of the lmpossibility of
confining to the Province of Quebes those Canadians who speak ny languege
and belong to ny religicn; wherever they go, French-speaking Canadians
make an important contritution to our natioral 1life. The 26 Richelien
Clubs which already exist (and I am told that others are about to be
organized) play a leading role in the social and educational spheres erd
especially in the prctection of needy shildren.

Our dexocratic system implies that all citizens should do their
part for the general welfare, and it is stimulating to think that our
professioral and business men gather in gush clubs, the aims of whizh
are 80 ccxmendadle and praiseworthy. '

Your motto "Peace and Fraternity"™ shows the nobility and
generosity by which you are prompted, Gentlexen, end ycu will readily
understand why I have deomed it edvisable to talk to ycu today of the
great problen of peace, which is no dcudbt always present in your nirds,

This problem is ons in which we are all inrterested arnd which
affects not only the citizens of today but also those of tomorrow towards
whom yocu are devoted, I can assure you that in epite of the false rumors
which certain people are spreading about me, there is nothing that I
“have more at heart than the preservation cf peace in the world.

When I say that I have nothing more at heart.than peace, I
¥now that all hcnest Canadians will believe me becsause they know that I
am five times a father and thirteen times a grandfather, I shall never
forget the anxieties my wife and I went through while our son was
serving on the high seas abtoard a Canadian corvetto and I can assure
you that as lcag as I head the Govermment I shall spare no effort, I
shall do everything in my power to avert the threat of a new conflict.
I do rot want to experience again the same anxieties, neither do I want
my children to experience them, and I wish also to spare them to ell ny
fellow-countrymen. I was not the only cae to g> through such an experieaco.
Many of my best friends have had a son killed or injursd, and scme of
them even died of grief. I have vidited enough veterans? hospitals to
know what sad train of physical and moral sufferings war leaves tehind it.




