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THE OPPORTUNITY 
Mexico's animal feed sector offers 
interesting opportunities for Canadian 
producers. 

• Mexico is a net importer of both 
prepared feeds and the raw 
materials used to make them. 

• Domestic production of balanced 
feeds fell by more than 11 percent 
in 1995 and producers are anxious 
to modernize to meet the influx 
of competition under liberalized 
trade. 

• Changes to Mexico's ejido system 
of communal land tenure are 
encouraging the formation of 
vertically-integrated agricultural 
cooperatives. 

• There has been a recent trend 
towards the use of prepared pet 
food for dogs and cats, which has 
not been traditional in Mexico. 

SUMMARY REPORT 
This market information on Mexican animal 
feed products has been produced and 
published by Prospectus Inc. under contract 
with DFAIT, along with other market profiles 
and summaries on business opportunities 
in Mexico. It is available from: 

1-800-267-8376 or 
(613) 944-4000 

Fax: 	613) 996-9709 
FaxLink:* 	(613) 944-4500 
InfoCentre Bulletin Board (IBB): 

1-800-628-1581 or 
(613) 944-1581 

Internet: http://www.dfait-maeci.gc.ca  

*FaxLink is a faxback system which provides 
summaries on a range of Mexican markets. 
It must be contacted through your fax 
machine. Dial from your fax phone and 
follow the voice prompt instructions. 

The market profiles are available in elec-
tronic form from the IBB and in hard copy 
at a cost of $10.00 plus shipping and 
applicable taxes, from Prospectus Inc. 
Please contact: 

Prospectus Inc. Order Department 
Tel.: (613) 231-2727 
Fax: (613) 237-7666 

© Minister of Supply and Services, January 
1997 
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Disponible en français. 
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FEEDING MEXICO'S 
ANIMALS 
Animal feed that is used in Mexico, 
as in the rest of the world, consists 
of natural grasses, forage, mixtures 
of grain and manufactured, balanced 
rations. Mexico relies more heavily 

on natural grasses for raising beef 
and dairy cattle than most developed 
countries. A large proportion of 
Mexican beef is exported to the 
United States as feeder calves, and 
then re-imported as carcasses or 
boxed beef. But the domestic pork 
and poultry industries are heavily 
dependent on grain mixtures and 
manufactured feed preparations. 

Mexico was the world's fourth - largest 
importer of the cereals typically 
used for animal feed (corn, sorghum, 
barley, rye and oats) in 1995. Mexican 

purchases could reach some 10 mil-
lion tonnes by the end of the century. 
Since it is not possible to entirely 
separate cereals used for human 
and animal consumption, this market 
summary focuses mainly on prepara-
tions designed as balanced animal 
feed or as raw material for its 

manufacture. 

Agricultural markets vvere severely 
disrupted by the sharp devaluation 
of the peso in December 1994, and 
the economic crisis which followed. 
Production of animal food fell by 
11.4 percent in 1995 according to 
statistics published by the balanced 
animal food section of Cémara 
Nacional de la lndustria de la Trans-
formacién (Canacintra), National 

Chamber of the Manufacturing 


