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cultural nationalism in Eastern Europe. These new entities can't 
wait to transfer their newly won sovereignty to a federated 
European community. 

In North America, we are seeing the formation of a widening free 
trade area or economic space of comparable geographic size, 
population and wealth. It, too, has a capacity for growth, as we 
are seeing in the current tripartite free trade negotiations among 
Canada, the United States and Mexico. Important hemispheric 
nations such as Venezuela and Colombia want to become part of 
a free trade zone with Mexico, and Chile is awaiting such an 
agreement with the U.S. It is likely, in time, that a single, unified 
free trade zone will emerge, embracing a large number of the 
nations of the hemisphere, with the centre of the economic space 
being the capital of the strongest power — Washington. 

Whether this economic space will follow the historic pattern of the 
Community and lead to a pooling of sovereignty in common 
institutions remains to be seen. We are a long way from this, but 
the supranational methods for dispute settlement created by the 
Canada-U.S. FTA are likely to evolve on a wider geographic basis. 

Whether common economic or even political institutions also 
evolve will depend on many factors. Not the least of these is the 
future evolution of the Canadian federation. If it were to break up 
into component parts or to decentralize economic power in an 
extreme way, the surviving states, even if relatively wealthy — say 
on the order of Sweden — will have very little leverage at the 
centre of the economic space, that is, Washington. 

Thus demands and proposals for power-sharing — for a voice at 
the table in the centre of the economic space — will start to grow. 

It may be many years before the nature of the North American or 
Western Hemispheric economic space is known, but there is no 
escaping the nature of the European one. Nor can there be any 
denial that a preponderate amount of political and economic 
power has become concentrated in three large clusters or 
groupings in Europe, North America and industrialized Asia, with 
Japan at its centre. 


