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Ciould b'e expected, the firet call on the publiz inf3rmation 

of the L.,>irtment isfrom the political representatives of'tne 

peop12 and highest priority Must be given this information function. 

z. -.e c:uti of ::embers of Parliament and Senatora to take the best and 

most authoritative information and opinion as the basis for their responsible 

judgmerts, it is the duty of the Executive to supply all appropriate informat:[ 

unless tnere are overriding considerations of state to prevent this. The 

czrryine out of this responsibility is that of the Minister who ray call for 

tne p. - y.::ration and organization by officials of such material as may be requirec. 

Thc .7.L.:.n:; by which Parliament receives its information on external affairs are 

the follcwing: 

(1) The Annual Report of the Department. The annual tabling of 

the Report is required by statute. If it were not, I believe 

serious thought would long since have been given to dropping 

it as - its utility, related to other services and considering 

the time spent in its preparation, is decidedly limited. In 

brief recitation of activities over a year past, it normally 

repeats information already available and has restricted informa-

tion value for Parliament, press and public. It ray just have 

a certain use for reference libraries and archives. Sotie  outside 

criticiam of this Report may be justified and further thought 

needs to be given  toit.  
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