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East/West (security)

East/West (security)

4. We are particularly concerned, in this respect, by
the tragic fate of the Lebanese people. We support the
efforts now in progress to permit Lebanon to achieve a
genuine national reconciliation, internal security and peace

with its neighbours.

5. In East-West Relations, we are seriously concerned
about the continuing build-up of Soviet military power. Our
concern is heightened by Soviet actions which are
incomgatible with the exercise of restraint and
responsibility in international affairs. We ocurselves,
therefore, need a strong defence capability. We will be
firm in insisting on a balance of military capabilities and
on political restraint. We are prepared for dialogue and
cooperation to the extent that the Soviet Union makes this

possible. We are convinced of the importance of working

towards balanced and verifiable arms control ang disarmament'

agreements in pursuit of undiminished security at lower

levels of armament and expenditure.

‘Be We welcome the fact that, at the Madrid Conference-

on Security and Cooperation in Europe, Western countries
have just taken another major initiative aimed at defining
the area to be covered by the measures the proposed Eurcpean

Disarmament Conference would negotiate. Egually important,



