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4. At the same time, the Soviet Union engaged in a massive 
military build-up. This poses a continuing threat to Alliance 
security and vital Western interests. The Soviet Union has sought 
to exploit any apparent weakness which it has perceived on the 
part of the Alliance. Further, Allied restraint has not been met 
with reciprocal restraint by the Soviets. Instead they have 
pursued a relentless campaign to breach the solidarity of the 
Alliance. Soviet willingness to threaten or use military power 
for political ends has been exemplified most notably in the invasion 
of Afghanistan and pressure on Poland.(1) 

5. Notwithstanding continuing fundamental differences-  between 
countries in East and West, the Allies remain convinced that there 
exist areas where common interests should prevail. These include 
the need to safeguard peace, to build confidence, to increase 
security, to improve mechanisms for dealing with crises, and to 
promote prosperity. To this end, the Allies remain determined to 
build upon these and other areas of common interest in pursuing 
their efforts to promote more constructive dialogue and co-operation 
with the members of the Warsaw Pact with a view to achieving genuine 
détente. 

6. The Allies support the continuation and strengthening 
of the CSCE process which represents an important means of promoting 
stable and constructive East-West relations on a long-term basis. 110 They insist on the implementation of the Helsinki Final Act and the 
Madrid concluding document in all their parts. While important 
agreements have been reached within the CSCE framework, much remains 
to be done. Any improvement in East-West relations would be 
incomplete if individuals were not able to benefit from greater respect 
for human rights and increased human contacts. 

7. The Allies will continue to be guided by the awareness of 
a common history and traditions of all European peoples. Given the 
continuing division in Europe and particularly Germany, the Alliance 
continues to support the political aim of the Federal Republic of 
Germany to work towards a state of peace in Europe in which the 
German People regains its unity through free self-determination. 

8. Neither side must seek unilateral advantage, military 
superiority or dominance over other states. Mutual respect for 
each other's security on the basis of equality of rights, non-use 
of force as called for in the United Nations Charter and other 
current international agreements, restraint, and respect for inter-
national rules of conduct are essential for strengthening confidence 
and co-omeration. 

(1) Greece and Spain reserve their Positions on this paragraph 
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