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Photocopiers Foiled

What should you do if non-subscribers keep
photocopying your newsletter? Get Polymark
Management Ltd. of Montreal to coat your paper
stock with a substance that will make it copy-
proof. Then put the newsletter in the copier and
the copy comes out blank. The service is called
NOCOPI and it costs 5 to 7 cents a page, depend-
ing on volume. It is spreading all over the news-
letter industry and it is also being used by lawyers,
accountants and government offices with secrets.

Write or call Norman Gardner, Polymark
Management Ltd., Suite 10, 3465 Cote-des-
Neiges, Montreal, Quebec H3H 1T7, (514)
931-2416.

Blades

In 1975 Roger Baikie, a Montreal bottler of Coca
Cola and Canada Dry, gave his brother Hugh, a
natural-born tinkerer, $60,000 and told him to find
a way to make a better ice-skate blade.

Hugh spent $500,000 and came up with the
Tuuk, which rhymes with book and is the Inuit
word for ice chisel. The Tuuk was made of plastic
with a Swedish surgical steel runner. The blade
could be bolted to any leather or plastic boot.

The plastic top was merlon polycarbonate,
molded in hollow, lopsided cups at heel and toe.
The shape was designed to distribute the weight
evenly on the outside of the foot. The most
remarkable thing about the blade was the runner
— traditional carbon steel ones needed to be shar-
pened frequently, often after every game. The
Tuuk needed sharpening only five or six times a
season. The Tuuk was also cheaper to build,
rustproof, and 40 per cent lighter.

The Tuuk caught on with the Montreal Cana-
diens first and then with the rest of the National

Hockey League teams. Soon all the principal skate
manufacturers were putting Tuuk blades on their
best skates, but in 1977 disaster struck. The factory
got a defective shipment of polycarbonate which
shattered when hit by a puck. The company
replaced 60,000 blades at a cost of three-quarters of
a million dollars. Sales Manager Dave Johnson
says the only thing that saved the company was
the fact that by that time the NHL players were so
hooked on Tuuks they were willing to give them
another chance.

In 1979-80 Tuuk turned out 570,000 pairs of
blades itself and Bauer, a skate manufacturer
which it had authorized to manufacture Tuuks,
added another million.

Tuuks come in a rich variety of types, includ-
ing figure blades and blades for goalies, at prices

up to $50.
For more information write or call CANPRO
Sports Inc., 5790 Ferrier, Montreal, Quebec

H4P 1M7, (514) 735-2277.
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