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Nova Scotia's 841,600 people have 
become quite adept at combining old 
styles with new sources of income. 
Halifax, a pleasant old city, has a 
bustling port specializing in the 
servicing of container vessels; and 
both fishing trawlers and oil rigs 
explore the ocean depths offshore.

Cape Breton Island, which is 
attached to the rest of Nova Scotia 
by a causeway, had the first coal 
mine in North America: the French 
dug coal from the face of a cliff 
above the ocean. Today the Sydney 
coalfield extends far out under the 
ocean's floor. Its newest mine, the 
Lingan, opened in 1974. It was Nova 
Scotia's first new mine in thirty years. 
Coal production peaked in 1917; it is 
now over two million tons annually.
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