
EDITORIAL.

to coniplain: That Iliere is no vtare bail in respect to train up suliolars,

so that they miglit be able to uxpress thieir minils purely ami readily in

our own tonigue, and to increase iin the praetice ut it as w(.ll as iii the

Latin or Gri-(; hrasour çhief endeavouir should bev for. it." It isý a

leap) froi eairly ýSluart days lu our ownl, and a1 far cry from Leicestier-

shire to Canada. Andi yet flot suo very longag-aou tenl vuars, lu

the best of our revolluctiou-the niewspaipers gav'e a pi ofu iniformia-

tion that caused a Mlte stir for a limew. Ani u.dîcatiomal ve -e haid

lu be filled lu Ontariu, andi many of the candid1attes who4 alplitd for it

were unable to spell corr-etly. Of course severe rektoson the

method of teaching Englis;h iu schools amif colleges followod. The

universities, it wvas Said, oftadu strivinig to remedy thfesure

allowing men Io take a degrev Nvithout requiring froni them thiat Sta1n-
dard in orthography which sclhools, evenl of a1 ow gr'ade, ou1ght lu attini

and Wo exact lit brief, the fault-finidings- andi attacks cuniverged iin a

demand for the teaching of mure Englishi compos4ition.
But the blame ouglit not Wo be attachedl tu the wrong quiarter.

The teacher of Eulglishi in the country suhool is ofte'n a victirn, flot an

offender, for the eystem lu whichlie is bound down dous nul give hlmi

a fair c-hance. No wvork tr-ies patience or exhauists, menital power mure

than the l'ouest correction of English prose. To imagine that, the

female teacher iu the Protestanit country 8chools of the Provinice of

Quebec, Nvith bier average annual salary of $114 if she dues nul hold

a diploma and of #149 if shie doeýs, ouglit, after a liard day's work, 10

correct Engiýlîlih papers, and thait at frequient .111ireua inturvals,
betrays a lack of cosiounesu the fituvrsý. uf thinigs. Sl-arfc

iug and ambitious teachers prepared lu workl overlinie are lu 1w ftuund

everywhere, but thiat is not a fact ou which schoul systexus are intenided

to rely. On the contrary, the just dlaims of thie wriling utogf s

should lie fully recugnized, anid the curriculum su modild thait an

approacli miglit le iadle Io genierally satisfactory rcut. Atter ail

is aithe subject of elementairy En'iglishi compositioni be(longs, tou the

ischools, and nul, as at prement, lu bbcv Schuols anid Ilheuneriis

And the universities are distinctly Io blame for this condition uf

tblngs. Iustead of their thrusting aside a matricuilan)t who is pýrepareýd

Wo show thoruughneffs in English composition anid grammar, the oglit

Wo accept hlm as a person qualifled, so far as Enýglish is coceudl

begin hie collegiate career lu any Faculty. There is nu objection to


