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ICoLA.
Poor, uveet Piccolat Did you hear
What happened to Piccola, children dear?
'T la édom Fortune such favor grants
As feul to this Uttle mald of France.

'T vas Christnms-time, and her parents poor
Could hardly drive the woif from the door,
Strlving with poverty'u patient pain
Only to 11w -tii summer again.

14o gifts for Pic colalI Sad were they
When davned the morning of Christmas-day;
Their littie darling no joy might stir,
St. Nicholas nothing would bring to heri

But Piccola neyer doubted at al
That somethiagebeautiful must befal
Every cbild upon Christnas-day,
And so she slept tii the dava vas gray.

And ful of faith, when at lest she woke,
Sh. stole to her shoe as the morning broke;
Such sounds of gladueus filled alilthe. air,
'T was plain St. Nicholas had been therel

In rushed %icola sweet, haif vild:
Neyer'vas iamn sch a joyful child.
"See what the. good saint broughtl1"1'ahe cried,
Ani mother and father must peep inuide.

Nov such a story vba qver hoârd?
There, vas a littie shivering birdi1
A sparro,.that in at the windr 1ev,
Had crept Into Pu=iccla tiny'shoel

"Hov good Poor Picola must have been!"
She cried, as happy asany quen,

Whll tii stavingspa1ovth. femand varmed,
And danced vith rapture. she vas.so charmed.
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Chidren, this story 1 tell to You,
0)f Piccola sveet and her bird, hs trtae.
in the far-off land of Franoe, they uayl

Stili do they live to tuis very day. -C.Ja Jw.

It Jia tated that Germa" uy astOýeopouuusion of, Cbris-
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