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THE GREA TEST BUSINESS ENTERPRISE OFALLI AGES
N LESTER T. SUNDERLAND.

Xo factor in human experience, save labor, There are many types of hard-surfaced high-
affects the comfort, happiness, and prosperity of a ways, but the test of long experiýence under the m'ost
people to such a degree as transportation, and the severe traffic conditions should decide the choice.

That type which, under modern truck and automobilegreatest factor in the transportation. of the future is traffic, over a strjetch of fiftteri or twenty years,
contained in the modern development and improve- will afford-whether Wet or dry, hot or cold-an
ment of tht countless railless highways of commerce. even, hard, safe, dependableall-the-year-round road,

This undertaking involves the -1 , nvestment of the for the lowest ultimate total cost (namely, first cost

people',s money in such large sums that it staggers plus maintenance) is the type that will always be
chosen by the best-informed and -most conscientious

the most vivid imagination. The investments of the engineers, where funds are available to bu-ild them,'
railroads, in their palmiest days of expansion,, shiink since the best, výhatever,,the first cost, îs cheapest in
to paltry sums in comparison with the appropriations the end. Suehare the great modern improved white
already made for highwiay improvement by many highwayýs of Wisconsin, Pen-nsyýlvania, Michigan,

Ohio Connecticut, New York, California, in theof our states and the Federal Government. United Stabas, and the Toronto-Hamilton Highway
Not ofily has real activity in this great enter- in Canada, which are not only of n-atýonu1 renown

prise hardly begun, but it may be truly said the and àttract millions to ride over them, but in their
people generally have littl-e conception of either its consummation have created and built into the com-

munities they traverse Ùntold mi1llionsof wéalthcom-magnitude or import, and are not suffiýciently in-
pared with which their cost has been as nothing and

formed of its potentialities to give it such intelligent in their processes of deveýlopment the eminent and
consideration as would be imperative to the success natione1ly-knowrý high-way experts of those states
of any large undertaking; and if the disastrous con- are building monuments of such enduring chýaracter
sequences of incompétence and mismanagement are and permanent usefulness. tg society that their

'to be prevented the people must be awakened to the names wiE go dow-n in highway historyas among the

dangee. greatest benefactors of the comrrionwealths which
theirabilities and expert knowledge have sdýved.,

Can one concelve of the vast sum of five, biKion The permarince and utility of a reed should be,ý($5,000,000,00û) dollars being spent for publie higih- built int'o it at the outset, both of which can be.,
ways allone? Yet approximately that sum is to be attained by the adoption éf suitable type and design,
pent in the United States and Canada during the and honest construction under proper supervision.

next ten years in railless-highway development;
more than one.-fifth of thiat amount has already been
appropriated.

Now, thè-question is: How is this fabulous sum
to be spent? By whom, and for what? Obviously,
the greatest business enterprise in the worlffs his-
tory cannat be successfully carried on by novices or
the driftwood of sSiety's econoiiàic lailures. It re-
quires the beat character, engineering ýkill, and
ability extant to soilve the problems involved, and
only suchshould be employed.

In theworld's market for brain's, trained ability, î
and experience, thehids should be for the best that

oiie-y will attract,'to oatry on this col(>ssail work;
otherwise true Prýe6ss will be'impeded wýile the

ople's moue ie being worse than wasted. High- 1
way-Improvement activities ýhould bé divorced fron
politics; the best men av-ailable sboifd be s2lected,
and retained permanently or àà 16ngas they render
good service; and thev sheuld he given autýhority to
build the types of highway best siÉted to the traff ic
Reeds, and held accountable for so doing. What busi-ý
nogs undertakffig could succeed if the managzment
:,were ýeriodiculýly chjïnged ? How important 'it is
thaýt the development of the great Modern highways
shall not be.eh4racterized by th-e waste and corrup-
tion ofien incid'ent to'pàticýý1 changes and interfer-
ence. The groat Lincoln'is advice, "It is no time to CIIIEF OF POLICE. BELANGERhorffl when you*are crossipg the stream," is of MontreaL
As pertinent heu as in -the circumstances under
wbkh. W"ý give. pt"ide4t.of Chief Conlqtàbleë, Aagociatiàn.


