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One of the diffictilties is the want of a competent in-
spector, who should have the power and the duty of inspec-
tions such as would eliminate many of the causes of fire
and of investigations which would lead to the conviction
and punishment of those by whose act or neglect fires are
caused.

These duties should flot be left to incampetent or
indifferent persons, nor should they who unofficially or
officiously take action be subject to actions for libel or other
forms of reprisais.

The following despatch narrates an ail too common
occurrence, and yet nothing is ever done about it:

Ashcroft, B. C., Feb. 27.-A terrific explosion took
place at P. Welch commissary camp, 100-Mile House, Cari-
boa Raad, at 2 o'clock this afternoon, when a box of caps
exploded, dernolishing the guilding and seriously injuring
Dr. Evans, employed by the P. G. E., G. Platt, one of the
bookkeeo)ers. and, sliLhtly iniurine another bookketer
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