
and to engage i a sinall fruit business iii a large Anucri-
tani eity. It xvas in Visa tbat T ony bad tîrst met andi
sooni learined t0 love the dark-eyed Aliandra Cibrario.
And slie biacl seemed to Tony to be by no mneans im-
different iii bier feelings toxvards hiiun. Great, therefore,
bacl been bis joy wvhen lie learned that the Cibraaios
îlot 01ily liad takeuu passage for Arnerica iii tbe saine
shîlp as lie Iiimsclf, but were bounld for the saine final
destination. This joy, biowevcr, biad been sornewbiat
iessened on shipboard, xvbere the ratber biandsomie
Luigi Boccardo, a inusician, biaiiing fromn Florence, biad
flrst beeni met w'itb. le was a finle feiioxv, ratiier well
eciucated, and of a frank anc iiunstspicious nature. i-le,
f00, lad been attracteci by Aliandra, anti, owing to bis
superior refinement of mnannier anti briglîter prospects
in life, wvbeni comipared w itb 4 ony, biad iinîpressed favor-
ably botb Aliancîra anc iber parents. .7nud so it biad
turned out that, wbien Anierica was reacieci, Luigi biac
settled not very far fromi wbiere the Cibrarios and Luz-
zatis bad taken tmp tbieir quarters.

On tbe partietular suitry sunîmi ler eveniuîg referreci
to, tbey liad ail been iii Aunerica about a ycar. Dur-
ing tbis tinie both Toniy and Luigi biad continucci to
pay tlieir respects to Aliandra. Toniy's existence wouid
liave been a ionely one hiad it not been for bis love for
Aliandra, and biis affection for biis mnotiier. Tlbese txvo
feelings baci absorbeci aliiiost tbe whboit of bis emnotionai
eniergy, and to a tonumîonplace Corsican tuiiotioni is ail
in ail. Tony iknew quite xvcii tbat, in tue eyes of tlîe
eomnunity, Luigi sccnied a more proinising mi tben
imiiself; but stillilbe tlougbit tbat luis long years of pas-

sionate devotion to Aliamicra muiist coula for somietbing.
Iii fact, lie cuId îot tlare fate tbe result of a reftisal to
miarry binii on tbe part of Aliatîdra, anti so always
stoicly extluded froin biis miinci snicb a possibiiity.
Now be xvas reviewinig ail the circumiistanccs of tbe
case, and was comîniig spceclîly to tue conclusion tliat
it was tinie for linii to att decisiveiy.

A louder soulid of tbuncler tban any that bad pre-
ceded seenîcti to rouse Tony froin blis reverie. He
looked o11t of tlue wilidow. Ligbitiiîmg flashes begau
miore rapicly to alternate xvitbi rolis of thuider, and tbe
darkniess becanie even more deep as tbe clouis grew
beavier anti blacker. Tbe streets xvere ciesertecl noxv,
save for an occasiona i burrying peciestriani, wliose Sormi
nuigbt vaguely be ciscerniet iii tbe uineertain liit of tbe
flickering street-lanips.

Tony turneci to biis mnotiier, xvbo biac been observ-
ing bini narrowly, an anxiouis look on bier suilen face.
Slie arose, and, after ligbting a weak ianip, took up bier
old position on the soap-box.

'i\lotlier,'' saici Tonly, rising anci beginining to pace
uip anci loxvn the rooni, "I bave dcielc. 1 xviii see
Aliancira this very nigbit anci ask bier to be i-y w'ife."

"You tbink f00 mutcbi of Aliancira," saici Tony's
inother, grax clv, altbouigb sie kniev lier w arning xvoild
bave 110 effeet.' "A pretty face eouuîts for littie in the
icng rtmm. And, after ail, one wornan is aliiost as gooci
as anotiier."

''1\other, I love Aliancira, anci she miust lie my xvife,
even if tbere w ere a hundreci Luigis."

"'I doni't lile tbe xvay Aliandra looks at Luigi,
'lony; you nîust îîot ciepenci on bier f00 rnuch; you imnst
go siowiy, n-ow."

*'Wby cuid Luigi ever corne betxveen uis?" cried
Tony bitterly. "Mother, 1 bate Lug " A ciap of
fltuncer followeci bis xvords, as if to enipbasize theni.

2\- few large drops of raiji began to SalI, and soon it w'as
rainlîg railier bleaviiy.

Toîîy s inotier saîid notiîing, but as Tony deelareci
bis bain ci of Liligi, there became visible on bier clavi
face a scow'ix hd only siow1 y suibsclec.

-Yon say go sloivl3 ," Tony wcnt on, casiiy bc-
commng arouseci. -Why, 1 bave waited for years; ani.
niother, I Il have niy aserto-niglit, l'Il go at once.
l'Il soon sec whether slie prefers, Luigi to mie.-'

A\nd w ithî that lie sei/e(i bis lit andi rtisliec dowîî
the clark stairway. H is inotber stoo( l Up as if about
to recali imii, but sooni reseated iberseif, lier brow 1 îtick-
ereci with couicern.

Tonly, Iîowever, sbortly i-eturniec for a miomnit.
"xl otbier," lic said, more softly, -wisli nic good

luick.'' Anid, remnaining- but a second to receive a slow,
affirmative noci. lie wenit out agaui ijuto tht 1ioXV pour-
ing rail].

Ile i)tsliecl forxvard, takliig but littie lieucl of the
xveatber. As lie proceedc, bis ini clxxt oil certain
lutile scelles between Aliandra amîd Iimiiscîf iii far axvay
Jtaly. iIloxv happy tbey l)otll Ilad beenl dieu! Thei
tholight of the contrast since Luigi biad stepped inito
tuleir lives catisec i bu a sharp paug of bitter re-1ret.
Aliaudra hiad continuted to treat imii kiucily, but tliere
lla( aiw ays seenied to lie soie nexv, tuneertain l)arrier
between tlîein. lox bie loatlied Luiigi witbi bis refinied
iauniiers!-fawimîg, tbey sceee to iîuii Tony xvas

SO oecupied witlî sticii thougbits as' these, tbat lie harcly
iioticeci a clark figure butrrying towarcls and i)ist inii iii
the rain, w'ben about bialf-w ay on bis jourîey I le

ncchianically noted its resemblauîce to Ligi, anti tlien
contintued luis bitter train of tbougbit untuil lie arrîveci
at Alianclra's honme.

lHe xvas in no amiable miood wbcn lie eiiteretl. [le
founld Aliancira imusing in a large easy-chair, ler
piarents were in anotber part of tlîe biouse.

'Toniy!" she exclaimied, surprised.
But Mien she noted bis wet, unkenipt appearance

andi tbe unlusual liglit in biis clark, glittering eyes, slie
bccamne grave. Sonie vague forcbucling of cvii sceecl
to seize bier.

The sigbit of Aliandra hacl, for a moment, driven
axvay ail Tony's bitter thougbts, anci fiiled imii witb a
deep linging. But tbe sudcien change in bier couniten-
auice againi brougbit biim to imiiself. I-le curbed biis
passion anti relapseci inito bis former serions inood.

''Aliandra," bie saici, iii a voice in xvbich eariiestniess
and love iningled xvith a uitile iitterness, *Vou know
blov luebh I love yoti! 1 bave comle to-nigbit to ask
you to be nly wife."

Aliancîra arose. Sbie gazeci at Tony fearfully.
Luigi biac, as a niatter of fact, leSt bier but a short tinýe
before; it xvas lie xvbom Tony baci Lasseci on the street,
anci Tony's entrante biac interruptecliber wbiie imusing
ox er xvbat lie biac just been sayîng to bier. Sbie inuittereci
sonîletbing. Sbie xvas tnuprepareci for tbe mneeting, anci
becsitateci hoxv to reply.

Tony at once noteci tbis biesitation. At first it irri-
t.ited bim; btut tben tbe tbouigbt of its truc meaning
flaslied iupoil bis brain. A sharp pain scemeci to xvrencli
bis very bieart. H-e feit dazeci. Then ail the bitterness
of bis soull surgec i p iii bis breast.

"Abi," lie crieci, -von weulcl mot bave becsitateci like
tiîis before you met tihat fello\v Luigi Býoccarlo !"

'Stop !" crieci Aliandra: but shie sbrank away.
"I know wby you xviii not answer nie," coutinueci


