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I'Cood J-Iousekeeping.".
Bv Mus. A. G. ATICINs, TRtANQuiLiiTy, BRANT-

FORD, ONT.

CANiDiAN housekeepers are as a rul very good,

and the feu' rernarks I wish to make on the possi.
bility of iînproving theni, (thio' I fear corne of my
country womcen will thinik mue vastiy presumptuotns
for euggesting tlîat such a thing is possible,) may
have corne frechncss ns I view the matter by the
liit of tive continenits, so to speak-for tlio' a
born Caniadian, anti now for twelve ycars a Candian
farmer's wife, 1 spent my girliîood lu varions parts
of Europe and always took an iaterest lu cooking
and houcekecping. Long before my "lfate " over-
took me, I thoughit I should like te be a farrner's
wîfe, but cince thon I have often thoughit with
Lord Duadreary, thnt maay things "lwauth iim-
pivoviug." First Inoticcd how rnuch older womeu
la this country iooked, especîaliy fammers' wives
aud daughiters, than those of the caine age in
Europe, at least ln the British Isles, aud hou' ruch
more gold, many of them carried ia their teeth
than ln their poekets. I tliitik I now know ivhy.
I used te gaze in wonder, ixot uumixed witlî envy
and admiration, at tlîe amouint of work soute fur-
mers' wvives wiil get through and live, and I theughit
the labors of Hercules were iiglit aud easy coin-
pared te theirs, for lie îîever had a baby te mind,
ivhile doing his littie "lciiores," and hie werc more
satiefactory tee, for lie get them ail finiehed in
course of tire. The work of a armer's ivife seemed
to me rnore like tlîat of the other poor feiiow ive
hear ef, ivho kept forever rolling a stone up a hill,
aud as ceeu as it got te the top, down it camne, aud
lie had te go over ail hic work again, which ivas of
ne use after ail. Now 1 think soîne of the farîn-
hoeuse work le like tlîat. Que thing je the constant
ecrubbiîig of floors. It u'ears eut the floor, and it
wears eut the wvoian ; they shîouid be ail paiiîted
(the floore, net the wvomnu or ouled and varnished,
a piece of titi put round the etove, and olclothlin
front of the kitchen table. l>aint or oil the tables
too. Dou't have se many heavy iron pote, they
tire the back to lift ; use loug-handled sauce-pane
as much as possible. Don't take a dlean towel te
lift thein, or grab the oveii deer, and pull eut tIc
pan of buns with your apron, aud thon have te wvaeh
it. Use folded paper as muchi as possible, and humn
it ivhen soileJ. Another of the wvorse than îîeeles
labers, le rag carpet-making; tlîey are uuwhoieaomte
in a bed rom, barbarous in a drawing.room, and
regular dirt traps lu a dining reeni or kitelien.
The rage they are mnade of ceuld bc ntilized better
as dusters or lamp clothe, or te exchaîîge for tins
with the ria-mnaîî. The tuine couid be better spent
in reading, or even sleepinîg, and the înoiey speîît
for the warp aud wcaving of the horrible thing
wouid bny a decent carpet for the best mont, It
miglt be frein 18 iches, te 3 feet emaller ail roun-id
thaxi the reoom, thus yards of carpet wouid be saved,
muchi trouble avoided iii lifting, aud cleanlinees in-
sured round the edges of the roin which should be
stained or paint.ed. But the worst work of super-
erogation, le the ail-prevaient pie. Tee mnauy pies,
and tee mny pickles, are tlîe real cause of dycpep-
cia. Pie at breakfast, miuet be an invention of tue
Joctors and the J- combiued. Fancy giving a
child a choce of pic, (truiy called a wedge,) te take
te scelol, anJ it lias te be a tougli pic toc. If they
require something between ineals, let it be a piece
of broivn bread, or oaten cake, witlî a little butter
or honey. Tee mnch pie, pickles, aud cake, and

too littie coup. We should have a stock-pot liko
the Frencb. I have seea in many hoeuses, boues
and scraps thrown away which wouild have made
excellent coup. When cold joints are nearly fin-
ished, cut the remaiuing meat off the bones, put
them in your stock-pot, mince the meat in a ima-
chine, and fry in bails, or stew with gravy, adding
a littie foeur, onion etc.; put toast round the dish,
and yen wvill have a ternpting dinner. The coup
may be made substantial and delicious by the
addition of peas, potatoes or mnany other things,
cocttiig ncxtto nothing. I would impress the point,
that time should be mnade for reading ; the mind re-
quires it, the body requires it, for if the mind be
îîot tranquiiized the body ivili not rest. The age
we live in requires it. We should al take MÂssny's
IFLUSTRATED, as a tonie after the dinner things are
washed up. Every fariner should manage to afford
ail the labor-saving appliances for lis liouse and hie
girls, that lie neyer grudges for bis boys and his
fields. A wvashing machine is a boon, to supersede
the old pitin-in-tlie-chiest-giviing, and clothes-de-
stroyiuig washboard. 1 could naine one or two, but
fear they mighit ay Iwas "an agent." The wash-
ing wvould be doue with hiaif the labor, and the
înaking and mendîug, diminished greatly, for the
clothes would îiot -wear ont haif se fast. This I
know for certain. I wvouid have creainers to save
washing rnilkpans aud for other good reasone, and I
wouid have a butter-board and roller, instead of
the stupid old bowl and ladle that gîves such liard
work and spole the butter, which ehould be waslied
la the churn ; for fear of being invidjous I will not
say wvhat ciîurn, but not the ol dash.

If oite wante to pack away butter, the easest,
and 1 believe best, plan, is to make what cau be
spared from each churniug, into a nice roll, w-rap it
in wet wvhite musia, and immerse it in a tub of
prepared brine, and so on until the tub le full of
rolle. Iastcad of the troubiesome packiug of eggs
in sait, etc., juet drop them as you get thein, la a
solution of lime and sait, kept iii a covcred crock ia
the ceilar. A refrigerator is n great mens of env-
ing jouraeye to and from the celiar and ice hoeuse,
as the day's suppiy of butter, inilk, ment, and so
forth can be kept near at band. And à carpet-
sweeper, I well know, saves both wornan and wvool;
and reduces dusting to a minimum. AIl these
things niake housekeeping Tees iaborious, and illness
icss frequent, and thus ln inany ways provide time
for the precious reading which no woman in the
preseut day can afford to do without.

'l 0ood bonsekeepiug," in my idea le te make
home beautîful, food wvholesome, doctore scarce, and
to do it ail wlth economy ot strength and money
aud to be ever progressing to higher and nobler
8tand-pointe of perfection and happiness.

Turpentine in the Household.
AIrTER a housekeeper fully realîzes the worth of

turpentine la the household she le neyer wvilling to
be without a eupply of it, says the Home Qucem.
It gives quick relief to burns ; it is an elegant ap-
plication for corne; it je good for rheumatism and
sore throate. Then it ie a sure preventive against
moths; by juet dropping a trifle la the drawcrs,
chests, and cupboards it wiil render the garmeats
secure from injury during the summer. It will
keep auts and bugs fromn the closete and etore-rooms
by putting a few drops in the corners and upon the
shelves; it îe sure destruction to bcdbugs, and it
wlll eff'ectuaily drive them away from their haunts
if thoroughiy appiied to ail the joints of the bed-
eteade, and injures neither furniture nor clothing.
A spoonful of it added to a pail of warin water le
excellent for cleaning paint.
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Farm Repairs.

riAniMERs -vho ive coine miles fromn mechanice'
shops aud hardware stores wvill often find it a mat.
ter of convenience as wcll ne of cconorny to do their
own repairing; and somtetimes liours of valuable
tiine wil be thue saved. Fior thie purpose, inaddi-
tion to the coînmon toois of placers, broad-aw.ý,
gimlets, light and heavy iîaîmers, screw drivers,
etc., they ehouid aiwaye have oa hiand a collection
of screwvs of different sizes, copper wire, annealed
wîre, paint la a tighit jar, coppcr strape, strong,
cord and twine, and a bottie, if not a barrel, of
crude petroieum. Copper wire may be used for
many purposes. In, fiexibility it je between twine
and iron wire. A fracturcd thili or wagon-tongue
may be made neat and strong by pacsing cepper
wvire inany times areund it lu close contact side by
side, securing the endis with a short twist sunk iii a
eliglit depreselen so as not to projeet. Before be-
ginning to wind, eut a emaîl groove la the wood
aud iay the ivire la this groove, so as to bring thc
two ends of the wvirc together on one side of this
new copper band. If this work le neatly done, tlîe
new copper band wiil he an ornament rathier thani
a defect. There are occasioually ernail fractures of
varions kinde which corne percons try to mcend with
cord, but copper wvire le etronger, ucater and more
durable. 'Next to copper wire, narrew copper
straps soinetimes auswer ant excellent purpose in
mending splte la wooden surfaces, by laying thc
strap acrose the eplit, and screwvlug it to, its place.
Small nails wiil do iii the place of screws, but they
arc lese secure aud are in greater danger of being
drawn ont. Leather straps are often used in the
camne way, but are stili less cecure. The neighbor
who lockcd hic cmoke-house every night with a
etroug padlock to proteet its valuabie contente,
hung the door wili leather hinges, which were
easily eut with a jack knife.

In the absence of copper ivire, auneaied iron
ivire înay be used lu soine caees, and lu the absence
of both, etrong twine xvill sonietimes answer, if
weHI soaked withi paint or pine tar and dried. Nals
are often ueed on wood îustead of screws, and they
will answer weil if a hole to receive thera le first
made ivith ant awl or gimiet, and clinching nails
are nsed. (For machines aud tools made of irou,
screw-boltc of the right size are required.) WTe have
seen the tonigue of a sleighi whicli had been nearly
broken off, cecurely and ncatly îuended by placing
thin strips of tougli wood on ite four sides, extead-
iug uearly a foot each way, and nailing these stripe.
It would have been better to have used screwc lu-
ctead of nails, and stili better to have firet made
one or two copper-ivire bande elightly stuuk in the
-wood, la addition. These four pieces, piaced fiat
on the four sides, strengthencd the pole hu the samne
way that it ehould have been wvhen set iuside a tube
the four ail acting cogether.

In makiug any repair, neyer do it snperficialiy
or in a bungiug manner, or it may cost more ln
the end tiîan a uew machine or a new part by a
ekilîful mechianie. As a generai mile, a machinîe
which. is often and continuionsly used, should be
tboroughly aud ctrongiy repnired ; onte that cornes
into use but rarely, inay be repaired iu a more su-
perficial inner. But preveution le alivays better
than remedy, and ctroîîg, weIl made toole and ma-
chines should always be preferred to defective eues,
evn if costing couslderably more; as the expence
of înending aud the rcquired delay may be attended
with still greater ultîmate cost.

Woitrt wears ont and kilîs more than work.


