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TOPICS OF THE WEEK.

———

pvident that the question of further

assistance to the Pacific Railway must in some form soon he before Parlin-
ment. Al that can be said has been said already. We cannot stick
Where we are, with the road half finished. There is not the slightest reason
for doubting the integrity of the President’s character, or the honesty of his
Tepresentations, and if his figures arc correct and his calculation well
founded the prospects of the road, as a commercial enterprise, arve most
favomble, and its value to the stockholders when it is once completed, will
be great. In that case, the best course for the natioun is to hold on to the
Security and make a further advance by way of lonn. The land, as we
have said, will not be of so much value in the hands of the Government,
where it will be liable to the indefinite claims of the North-Western Prov-
inces, as it is in the hands of the company who hold it as private owners.
Bonds would be exposed to all the adverse influences and fluctuations of

the money market. That the Government will propose assistance of some
kind cannot be doubted. It must complete the road or fall. This its
bably be paid to

supporters will be told in caucus, and a fee will pro

Quebec, There will of course be a raking fire from the Opposition, which

will be directed as usual not against the policy but against the contractors.
ded, will fall to the ground :

Charges of scamping the work, we are persua

the road has heen solidly built, and is well equipped. The best point for
the Opposition is the fact that the Syndicate, while they come to Parlia-
ment for further aid, are drawing dividends practically at the rate of twenty-
four per cent. on a great mass of stock in their own hands. The defence is

necessity : the money was indispensable to the progress of the enterprise

and could not at the time be obtained in any other way. This unfortu-
in principle or salutary as a

nately does not make the transaction right
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commercial example.  But the nation, floundering in the quagmire of
delusion, misealeulation and perplexity into which the party leaders have
brought it, is ready to put up with anything, to overlook anything, and

almost to pay anything if it can only see the end.

ThEre are some very excellent Christians who seom not to have suffi-
ciently laid to heart the saying of the Apostle that the strength of sin isthe
law. 1f Mr. Charlton, for instance, had his way, the verses of the Sermon
on the Mouut would probably become the clanses of a Chariton Act, with
an interpretation clanse delining meckness and a schedule enumerating the
S5 long as people are tolerably disposed to be a law to

works of mercy.
(ter to abstain from regulating their actions by cagt-iron

themselves it is be
legislation, which deprives them of the pleasant sapse of spontancous well-
doing and iz apt to turn their zeal into coldness, it #ot into passive resist
ance.  Mr. Charlton's Sunday Observanee Bill was withdrawn at Ottawa,
«rd heyond the powers of the Dominion Parlinment, but it
een passed in the Ontario Legisiature under the aus.

It seems to be admitted by the reformors themselves

heing pronounc
has reappeared and h
pices of Mr. Wooid.
that, on the whole and ng times go, Sunday is particularly well kept in
Ontario and generally in this Province. Certainly our ohservance is far
better not only than that of New York but than that of almost any city in
If that be 8o, was there not a good deal to be said for lenving
Why force us to think that in keeping the day of rest for body
renowal of spiritual life, we are

the States.
us alone !
and mind, of respite from ware, of
doing the will not of nature and her author but of Mr. Wood? Sunday
excursions, which it seems the chiof object of the reformers to prevent,
en to ohjection on the ground that they impose work

are no doubt op
and the keepers of the houses of entertain-

on the stemn-boat people
ment. Yet we should think twice heforo we voted for their prohibition.

To people pent up all the week in the stores or factories of a city, no
pleasure can be s0 great or so healthful as an excursion ; it is a grent point
in its favour, too, that it is usually enjoyed by the whole family. The
qubstitute for it, practically, is loss likely to be o religious exercise than
somo amusement less healthy and less domostic : at bost porhaps apend-
ing the afternoon upon tho doorsteps in a frame of mind neither very
happy nor very spiritual.  In former days they carried out the principlo
thoroughly and compelled people by law to go to church. We cannot help
at all events wishing that the framors of these religious and ascotic enact-
ments could be roquired a8 a pledge of their sincority themsclves to make

gome sacrifice na great a8 that which they oxact of aun artisan or & clerk in

taking from him his Sunday excursion.

s of the Party lens were never more curiously illus-
versions given by the party journals of the
rising in the North-West. Where (Government organs se¢ & trifling
disturbance, such as a few policemen will soon suppress, Opposition organs
ge0 a formidable rebellion.  Trifling the disturbance can hardly be, if it is
true that the Winnipeg Militia has been called out and that General
1t is natural to surmise

Trwk magical effect
trated than in the opposite

Middleton has proceeded to the scenc of action.
that the talk of despatching a Canadian contingent to the aid of England
in the Egyptian War may have set the encmies of England at work to
The probability of this is increased if the insurgents
are well supplied with rifles. These can hardly have come from any
armoury but that of the Fenians. A serious rising in that distant terri-
tory would be very embarrassing to the Ottawa Governmont. The settlers,
scattered along n line of eight hundred miles, can hardly assemble for
defence: they would be afraid to leave their homesteads and their families;
probably they would make the best terms in their power, each for himself,
with the enemy. Our chief reliance would be on the Mounted Police,
which is undoubtedly a fine corps, but not ubiquitous. This affuir brings
forcibly home to us the remoteness of the North-West from Old Canada
and the magnitude of the natural barriers which lie between. The same
degree of military strength and compactness is perhaps not necessary to
cohesion here which is necessary in Europe; but some degree is necessary
We have annexed a Continent in the Moon.

create o diversion.

even here,
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