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The settiers in French Canada were ke-pt as far as psibie i0 a veetative state ; for example, they were danithe righit of public meeting, forbidden to tax theniselves flocal purposes without the ICing's permission,' and lef t witout free institutions of any kind, to obey the decrees ofpaternai despotism. Books flot devoted to reli"jon were sujected to a rigorous censorlhip by the clergy ; the readi,of romances and comedies was prohiibited on pain of excoimunication. The printing press was not introduced un1764, a year after the formai transfeî' to Britain, and a budred and twenty-five years after its first appearance in Me

sachusetts.
The King's agents feared that if the people were allo,ed freedomn of action they migbt be led to, abuse it, arultimately to throw off the royal supreînacy, whilst tlclergy, after their fashion, in that age, deemed it their dutto supress every tendency towards liberty of thought.
At the transfer, primary education, sucli as it was, wýcarried o11 here and there by Recoilets, by Sulpicians, bthe sisters of the Congregation, by cures, and by lay teacheiemployed by the jesuits and one or two fabriques. Thschools were poorly atterided, owing to the coid Winters aùbad roads, the poverty of the settiers, the long distance tbe traversed, and the withdrawal of the children so SOOLI athey were able to belp their parents in the bush. Readincwriýing, arithmetic and simple division, and catecbism coxý'stituted the modest curriculum. The children took awa'with tbem little more thani a knowledge of the catechism

sufficient to enable tlîein to inake their first communion.
The clergy were taunted by Labontan witb maintaininîinquisitorial rule, but no one thoughit of hlaming them foithe illiteracy which prevailed in the rural parishes sîncEiliiteracy was the mile rather than the exception among rura.populations ail over the world. Had they been arraigned forteaching religion to the negleet of other subjects, theywould probably have answered in the words of N'ýewman',,famous passage, that Ilit would be a gain to this country,

were it vastly more superstitious, more bigoted, more gloomy,more fierce in its religion than at present it shows itself tobe." It was their profound conviction that subjects otherthan religion were of comparatively little importance to the
coînmon people.

The Puritans of New England set great store on Chris-tian instruction in the elementary scbools, but paid moreattention than the Canadian Il religions " to other branches.The system whicli they founded bas come under State con-trol. Owing to the necessity for, main taining impartiality
in the presence of so many different creeds. religious instruc-
tion bas been weii-nigh relegated to the Ctiurch,' the Sundayschool, and the family; whereas in French Canada thebelief that the elementary schooi sbould be, for the mostpart, a place for the inculcation of religions knowledge inthe formi of Roman Catholicism-a nursery, s0 to say, for the
parish church-still holds the field.

In the very beginning there were quarreis between thedespotism of the Church * and the civil power in Canada.The A rchbishop of Roueni regarded the colony as a depend-ence of bis diocese. H1e gave letters to the Governor comn-manding that the religious affairs in Canada should besubmitted to the inspection of the Jesuits. The Governorwrote to, Paris that a bishop was needed in Canada. ThePope, in 1657, erected Canada into a bishopric, andappointed M. de Lavai thereto.
So scion as Lavai arrived in Quebec, in 1659, dissen-tions arose between him and the Governor on the subject ofpresencé in the councîl and of paying for the incense in thech urch.
Since the commencement of the colony missionaries hadbeen invested with civil power as well as reiigious in theparishes. The priests everywhere tbroughout Canadabelieved themselves to be ciothed with the samne bipartiteauthority. Much more the Bislîop-he considered himseif

the arbitrator in al t',ings civil, military, and ecciesiastical.
The jealousy of the C;,vcminor and the people was su excitedby these pretentions hat the King was forced to publish anedict in wbich it was ordered that "aIl civil, criminai, andpolice causes shahl be brought before the judge appointed bythe company, and, in appeal, before the Governor,' unless soimportant as to be required to be brought before the Parlia.
ment of Paris."

This edict was thought sufficient toi restrain the eager.nesa of the Catholic clergy, that, after grasping a certain

)simount of the revenue and a certain amount of thle author-
ed ity, monopolizing the instruction of youths as well, wus'or reaching ont to grab elle Ilround world and tbey that dwell
Ji- therein."
a The Sieur Nicolas Denys de Fronsac, in 163L), in comlb- pany with the commander, de Razilly. and Charles de St.rig Etienne, Chevalier le la Tour, obtained eacb a tlîird of

nl Acadia and tie goverfiment thereof, wbich was divided
tii betwveen them. Nicolas Denys was made Royal Governor,
n- but in 1654, because lie was a Huguenot, bis einmyq Le
,S_ Borgne, pianned an arnied expedition against himn, fixeti ai

ambusb, and captured him, and carried bim a prisorier tu~v- Port Royal. His Protestant Englîsh friends,' however,
id invaded Acadia and released him and hie retired to bis f ort
îe at Canseau. Again, because of the continued good will theýy English of Boston bore bini, he fell under suspicion of th'

Catboics, who excited the King of France to deprive hiff of
ts his commission of Governor, which was transferred tuy Giran itre. That person, hy aid of troops, imade war 011
'S Denys, seized tbe ships by wbich he- traded with the 5ee
e England colonies, and his treasures at Cape Bret0l,
dl besieged bim in bis fort at Canseau, and finally forced hifil
o to fie *e from the country. The loss of the most important,
s most eîîterprising,' liberal and best educated person, was a''y severe biow to the province. H1e was the earliest historia

of the country. His geographical and political histOrY "sîy published in 167L2 in two volumes, and was deemed verY
valuable. In 1663 hie so far recovered his position tha he
returned and was made a Lieutenant-General by the King'
In 1667 lie and four others of the country were enscribetiii
the rolis of îîubility by Talon, Minîster of France, at the
command of the King. H1e claiîned by descente f roi

iForsath de Frons-ac the bitde of Viscomte de Fronsac.9s
son, Richard Denys, Sieur de Fronsac, was Governor O
Gaspé, and his grandson, de la Ronde, drove the Enlglish

iunder Nicholson from Port Royal in 1707. iDe la Bonde W&$
sent by the Govemnor, the Count de Costebelie, as envOY te
New England in 1711, and, in 1746, lie was engageti ini
encouraging the manufacture of sait in Canada. e
another descendant, Denys de Bonaventure,' was Oeo i

most noted naval commandir.rs of Canada and an adira IfFrance. B esctoviolence, and, finally, by coinflsion, the descendants of this fanîily, with many otiiers, w6eforced into tbe papal creed and taught to forget that tîleirsires had been comrades of Henry of Navarre, Condé, 90the great Coligni, in their heroic struggle for bumanI liberty'and freedom of conscience. VîSCOUNT DE FîîONSAC-

'r

Patriotism. *

TN everv quarter of the habitable globe, under tee do'of the British flag, the sons and daughters of Britilu
nia are growing up to a noble and gracious mfaturitYý
Among them ail, what more promising scion~ of the Mote
Country than tlîis Canada of ours- -this vast DOm'iour

sretching as ià does fromn ocean to ocean, endowed y naturSO avishiy with hier best and choicest gifes ; peopled aiob
a hardy, uprighit and ingenuious race ; surely by every. slgn
and token, whether of natural resource or racial heritagethe future of Canada will be, must be, the golden fuue

a great and mighty nation! The years are passing ~~our children are growing up around us, the resources Ofcountry are being wonderfuily developed. Where, but
decade or two ago was only a dense forest, or a drea)
stretch of barren prairie, i [iow a thickly popuilated citY 0"
a smiling plain, dotted witlî prosperous and weillkept farin ,
Acrcss the thousands of leagues of the vast cofittflebstretches the unbroken chain of the iron highway, whilstacontinuous streani of immigration peoples, cwith the horneitand industrious sons of toil, the vase solitudes of the geaNorth-West. Eastwardj in the earlier settled portiOfl8 O
the land, h fe is everywhere b'îcomingr more intense, conlpbleeoweaith is amassed, education, culture, and art have a6 ilgiven a wonderfully increased impetus witbin the iase quilr
ter of a century, and in sympathy with the quickeî~
pulse of young Canada inany a heart k giowing With ptî

Aaper read at the meeting of The National Counicilo w0o f Canad i ed in Montreai, I4th toi I6th May, 1896.
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