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133sapotcto Act was passed which

bQt Buel bhat Il ane should wear any clotb,
bct % 15asi made in England, " and in

th sieYear another Act prescribed "1who
oclIy shall wear furs ; " an Act that would
s%1ceIy be brouglit before the Dominion
erbalit to-day. There is sucb a persis-
teneY in the regulation of dress by Parlia-
'llt, that sorne confusion appears to have
Eee, ruade as ta due distinction of class, for,

%tter a Cenitury and a quarter of legisiation
0l11 itilatter. an Act passed in 1463 defi-
'l'Y fixed "lwhat kind of apparel men and
Wclfilen of every vocation and degree were
0 1Oed, and what prohibited."

Warkmer,'s wages were fixed by Parlis-
Iielt and altered as occasion required. In
1347, Parliament attempted to salve the

lblequestion in a very high-handed man-
%r. It was ordered that "( every person

ebls 'r body under the age of sixty years,
"O aing to live on, being required, shall

Sbouini to serve him that dath require him
ir lis b committed ta the gaol until hie

el uretY ta serve." In the samne year
'lther Act of Parliament was passed, de-
'1aritiR that " ,if any artificer or warkman
tak 5a 1rior wages tlian were want ta lie paid,

h h bie canîmitted ta the gaol." And
%'iother Act enjained that Ilno persan shall
gfvealiything ta a beggar that is able ta

lbOur " Trade unions ware forbidden by
4o ,142 of Parliament passed respectively

sru124ad 1436. The former prevented
!'l" o"8 froin confederating Il theinselves7oto chapiter.8 and asseîublies," and the lat-
ter as passed as "1a restraint of unlawf nl

OrderR iflsdy by masters of guildes, fraterni-
,Mend Other companies."
Xb8 rly the whole of the lsws made in

of e ages, of which the lower classes
Ufality were the subjects, were af great~vrt aud slmost withaut exception

egrade their condition still mare.
folio ing is am using in its way : "1That
ther of artificer, labaurer, nar sny

totlYflan wbich hath flot lands or
ell tatt the value of 40s. by year,

kilv aY priest, nor ather clerk, if ho be not
)avBes"ed ta the value of £10 by year shall

h'~lO eep froin henceforth any grey-
hO nanr ather dog ta hunt ; nar

tlords tYuse fyrets, beys, har(pipes, nar
eI Other engines for tc, take or de-

R~etr , bhares, nor conies o te
r4Sf et" gaine upan pain af one year's

1h gaine Isws af England have always
noe 8'lere.e, and even at the present time

sierlofi revisian. The flrst Act of

t, iea disright direction, waiepass-

tlst funymede,wlhen it was ardained
bit fan fri hencefarth shahl bac

utErf eor member for killing aur deer;
t4if 'ny mlan be taken, and canvict for

krevg Of Our venisan, lie shahl make a
f i ine." Another statute in the

SYeats and in the following chapter, it
er0 'd Il lawful for archbisbops, bishaps.
,Ve Étrons ta kill ane or twa deer in

prefiofthle forester, and if lie were nat
fo lit si hall cause one ta blow an horn

that hoe seein flot ta steal aur

aEW Il reinember the election cry, a few
1%t ack in England, of Il three aores af

Sco-,") which is ascribed ta Mr.
tnt'P. C-hamberlain, it may perbaps lie a

.& 0lS tein oa f my readers to learn that
>h t Of Parliament was actually in farce

otieey fia cottage was ta built without
ot fr05e6 of land at the loast being laid

Dthe use of the accupier. When we
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considor and compare the scant population
af the country at that time, and the con-
gestedcondition of the present day, the Act
is really laugliable. IlFor the avoiding of
the great inconveniences which are founti
by experience ta graw by the erectian andi
building of great numbers and multitudes
of cottages which are daily mare anti mare
increased in many parts of this realin" it was
enscted, Ilthat no persan shauld, within the
realin of England, build or eroct, etc,,
any manner of cottage for habitation, etc.,
unless the saine persan do assign and lay
to the saine, cottage or building four acres
af ground at the least."

What wauld the exponents of 'lWo-
man's Rights " tbink of an Act which was
passed in the yoar 1225 and scerus ta sug-
gest the total distinction of the softer sex.
In that year it was decreed that "Ia man
shaîl lie taken or imprisoned upon the ap-
peal of a waman for the deatb of any
ather than that of lier busband."

Q neen Elizabeth's Parliament is respan-
sible for the foundation of the present Eng-
lish poor law system. Consequent upan
the dissolution of the monasterios, the
paverty af the masses increased 50 greatly
that the poor Ïbecaine a social probîcin for
the first turne in Enghili bistary and bas
remained sti.i unsalved ta the presont turne.
In the 39th year af hier rcign an Act was
passoti "lfor erecting hospitals or abiding
and warking-houses far the poor." Subse-
quently Justices of the Peace were 6empow-
ered ta give licenses, under their seal, ta
poor, aged and impotent persans ta beg
within a prescribeti limit, and anyane beg-
ging without a license was ta be whipped
ar put in stocks for throe days anti tbree
niglits and fed on bread andi water only.

The people's andi the king's food bas ex-
ercised the attention af the ancient law-
givers. The sturgean was pronaunced a
royal fish by a statute passed in 1343,
which recites that Il the king shaîl have the
wreck of the sea throughout the realin,
whales and great sturgeons taken in the
sea, ar elsewhore within the realin, oxcept
in certain places privilegeti by the king."
An earlier Act ardained that things pur-
veyeti for the king's bouse should lie
praised." It required a special act ta regu-
late the seversi prices of a hoen, capon, pul-
lot and goose; and an Act was passed ta
regulate the sale of herrings at Yarmouth.
Herrings were ta be solti Il froin the suni
rising till the sun gaing down, anti not bc-
fore nor after, uipon the forfoiture of the
saine merchandise." Six scores were ta
lie caunted ta the hundred, and 10,000 lier-
rings were ta lie solti for 40s., andi that
peopla who bougbt them at that rate should
sell "lfor haîf a mark af gain, and not
above."

Butchers were prohibiteti by Hlenry
VI.'s Parliament, froin killing beasts
within any walled town, and the saine priv-
ihege was aise accartiet Cambridge.

The Parhiaments of the last of the
Tutior manarchs passed many measures
which secin curious in aur turne. The
spirit of Elizabeth ta appear well in the oyes
of neighboring cauntries burns thraughout
the whole of the work of Partianient. Tairo
for example the preamble ta a statuto for
abolishing lagwoati in the dyeing of cloth,
wool or yarn:-" Forasmucli as the colora
made with the said stufi, calleti logwood,
alias blockwoad, is false anti tieceitful, anti
the clathes and athor things therewith dycti
are not only sold and uttered ta the groat
tieceit of tbe Queosn's loving subjocts within
lier realin of England, but also beyond the

913

soas ta the great discredit and slsnder as
woll af the morchants as of the dyers of
the realm." In 1545 an unique Act of Par-
lisment (passed in 1541) was ropesled. It
rocited, "lthat fia mannor of persan or
persoa from and after the let day of
August thon next, ensuing, should vent,
utter or put for sale, by rotait, in the groîs
or otherwise, any manner pins, witbin this
roalm, but only such as shauld ho doublr-
headed, and have the hesds sauderod fast
ta the shank of the pins, well sinootheci,
the shank well shaven, the paint wohl and
round filed, canted and shaped ; upan
pain that every affender in that behnif
shauld hase and farfeit for overy 1,000
pins not sufllciently wrought and made,
vonted, uttered or put ta sale, contrary ta
the purpart of this Act, forty shillings."

Spaco will anly shlow me ta briefly rorer
ta a few ather curiaus Actq. In 1236 it
was declared that the day of Leap Year
and the day befare shauld be regarded a.,
one day only. In 1331, it was made a
penal act ta convey gald or silver eut of th(e
country. In 1565 it was made unlawful
ta work hats and caps with faroign waol,
unless the artificer hsd been spprenticed ta
the mystery af hat-making, and in the
samne yesr it was made a felany ta carry
over sea rams, lainli or sheop. In 1585
an Act was passed for the preservatian of tho
timber in the wilds of Surrey, Sussex and
Kent, and is chiefly natoworthy an accaunt
af the total absence af timber in that lacal-
ity in aur turne. Parliament, in 1581, pro-
scrihed the true making, melting and work-
ing of wax, and in 1597, prohibited the
excessive making of malt. This is perhaps
the earliest appearanco of the political
prohibitionist. Iii the saine year they
proscribed Iltewd and wandering persoa
pretonding theinselves ta lie soldiers and
marinors." And about the saine turne they
passed an Act sgsinst "lvagabonds calling
theinselves Egyptians." This Act was ap-
parently abortive ta judge by the number
of gipsies in aur days. Tin was prohibiteci
froin oxport front ail tho parts of the realin,
oxcopt Dartmouth. In 1403 we learn
lewhat things may be guilded andi laid over
with silver or golti, and what nat."

James I., the English Solornon, ventoti
ail his onergies on the suppression af witch-
craft. Andi many interesting Actq were
passed during the Stuart period, but turne
wîll nat allow me ti cite ena2tments pas-
terior ta the doath of Queon Elizabeth.

A. MELBOURNE TIIONIPSON.

CAESAR'S TRIBUTE.

The lady lecturer hati came ta tawn.
Thoro was no subject under the suni,

froin Dante ta daor-knobs that she caulti
not handie with mastorful ease.

Porliapa lier most brilliant success of
the soasan was a lecture an "lCanada's Con-
tributian ta the Empire." As the news-
papors set it up an hour or sa bofore the
discourse was delivered " I The eloquent
speaker, after demanstratin g that Canada's
share towards the maintenance af the Em-
pire was less than that of any other depenti-
ency, went an ta show that it was left for
tho wamen of Canada ta clear their country
f romn a stigma of hallow Imperialisin.

"Let Canadian wamen feed, clothe, cdu-
cato anti olovato the submorged tenth of
Englanti. Froin a swsrrning mass of humait-
ity, lying in warso than heathen darknoss,
a festoring sore in the civilizatian of Lon-
don, lot Canadian women, exerting that


