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tien mingled with disappointrnent. Anna
bathed bis hcad, and Josephi fanned him
with the bandie of bis gun. The police-
men winked thoir eyes and lautghed at une
another, whulc Rebecca, wlio wai the cauie
of the commotion, weat on quietly taking
the cheese out of the rnuuse-trap, and whcn
she bad Fuisbed, she totd thora Anna had
set the trap in thene tu catch mice, saying
that- the place was uverrun wvitb them
and nuw khe, un, hearing theni squeat, was
in the habit of ietting the pour things buose
.again. And that niglit she bad corne there
for that purpuse, wbcn she board the bur-
.ans outside the store-roomn door and Mur-

.phy thrcaterting, tu shoot them.

CLIAPTER Il.

Murphy was inaking money. Hie had
been saving ever since iast Apnil in order
to marry Anna.

Hie hadl bouglit a littie prupenty in tlic
country, consisting of a bouse and lot which
hie renited for a terni to John Hiaslit ; but,
afiter hie was married, lie and Anna would
spend thoir summrers thene. H-e went to
the country once a week partly to have an
eye on bis property, and partty because lie
tiked the place. The country roafis winding
in and ouf, and tcading on, on, to nu une
kncw wherc, seeîned a mystery Co Murphy,
and they were bedged in on either side by
trees, bushes and fiowens ;beyond were the
green fields, an~d above the broad sky tlîat
Murphy bad sucli difficutty in seeitig
when lie wag in the city, for as sure as hae
looked into it, just se sure was lie of trip-
ping over sonîebody who got in bis way.
This part of the couritry hadl a charui for
Murphy ; it rernînded him of Oounty Lim-
erick wberein lie was born and bred. The
bouse that lie bad bouglit was situated near
the top of a bill in a tone]y spot far in froni
the road; on une side was a group of trees,
wbich ieaned towards the soutb, for the
rougli nurth wind bad blown tbrough thorn
for su many years that tbey wcre bent that
way. Thene werc flowcr bedle fuît of flow-
ers, and bcbind the bouse werc fields wherc
cattie grazed. The bouse was a low, long,
white stone house,with a wide verandali and
wide stops ]cading to it ; there wei'e tbree
large chirneys that warmed Murphy's heart
whenever hie looked at theni, and these
chirncys wcnt a long way in influcncing
Murphy to give double the pnice that the
property was wortb. This bouse neminded
birn of bis own home in Limerick, and wlien
fie drove upon the road wbera it stood, as
lie invariabty dîd, he woutd stop bis borse
that hie miglit take a long look, for the place
to bimi seerned fuît of memonies ; hie saw
faces in the windows, famitiar figures upon
the verandah and lie beard vuices that bie
recognized in every breath of wind that
passed hirn by. 0f these strange feelings
lie spoke to nu une but Rcbeoca, for she su
seldoni tatked that lie knew bis confidence
woutd lie safe with bier. During the suni-
mer montbs lie got up many picnics ta War-
burton. Hie named the place ai ter bis own
bomestead in Limerick, for hie found that it
helped bis imagination.

Joseph and Mrs. Latce, Auna, Rebecca
and Murphy would go out ta Warbunton for
the day and take sandwiches, cake and cold
tea with theni. Murphy neyer tired af pic-
nics ; for, as lie toid Anna, lie wauld like
ta live a life like Robinson Crusue in the
open air niglit and day. It would lie su
pleasant ta ramble about forever, regardless
of tirne, or place, or food, witb the sky for
a rouf and tlie soi t grass for a bied, for it
was aIt su genuine, su real and true, year

aft,3r year tlie same. Anna iooked su dis-
gusted- Chat Murphy, baving a kind beart
and thinking lie had offnded lier by his
bint at bachelor lifa, add fi, "No, not Robin-
son Crusoe ; 1 rw3an Paut and tlie vary
next tume lie spoke ta Anna, by mistake lie
calted lier Vîrginia.

In thinking it aver, lia saifi ta huiseli,
that it was.just as wetl lie bad made tlic

mistake, for if sort af paved tlic way ta
matrimony, and wben the tume came ta ask
Anna ta bearnc bis wife, the proposai ai
marriage woutd not lie sncb a sbock t-- bier
nerves. " And Anna, in talking it att aver
afterwards ta Rebecca, said :"Persans
who woutd like an open-air enjoyment,
sucob as Murphy spoke af, bad a very de-
gradefi taste ; they must have savage blood
in theni, andi woutd sauner ar laten return
to thoir witd andi native ha¾)its." Rebecca
did not agrec witb bier, but Rebecca always
did take Murpby's part wben Anna found
f îult wîth biîn. And then agaiin, Annîa
was a claver bousekeeper, and must have a
hanse, for in an open-air oxistenca she woutd
have nothing ta do. Wbita l,,'4 )ecca difi
nat like housewonk, she 8pant bar finie in
ttîe gardait sifting aniong the weeds. S'.e
pretanded te pull theni up by thi rooti, but
she reatly did itat teucli thani, for 8tiea d-
nîired theni as rouets as the Il iwens amnian
which thany gre'v andi woutd inot tift a linger
ta burt tlirn. Mrs. Lace, Josephi Lace andi
Anna wondered that thea weeds increasad
in spite of poor R 1becea's days of bard
work ; but thea it was a way Rebecca hall
of doing evenything. Sa wtîen tbay graw
tired they stoppefi wondering.

The colfi winds began ta blow ; then
winter came.

Witb the beginning af the new year
Murphy becarne interestefi in politics. IHe
knew ail the country people living aroufid
Warburton, andi lie stirnefi theni up ta sucli
a pitch with bis entbusiasrm that wtien the
day af the c'ectians came, tbay decidefi ta
go into the city andi vote; su Murphy hinefi
a large waggonette and two borses andi ait
the public-hausc if was filted with men,
Tbey hadl ta sit double file, and 'even then
thgre was not roani enougli for theni ait.
Tliey were going off with Murphy ta vote
for Mulqucene. Sucli a wagganfut af men
was neyer seen before in the village, non
sucli a crowd coltected ta sec theni off, non
a happier mnan than Murphy as lie druve
tbern away. Thiehorse3 hlie hd hired werc
tined and thin, and aid ; they wene like flic
hanses that nag mien use when tbey want ta
go sluwly funi hanse ta bouse. But Mur-
phy called ouf sa land, shoutcd thoir names
and waved flic whip tbrougb the air in sucob
a way that everyone thought thcy wene
nunning away, and Murphy pretended they
were.

When they hadl neachefi the city lirnits
Murphy's interest in tue hanses ceased, for
every anc of the eight feet was lame. He
then listened ta flic conversation, fan there
was a bot argument gaing on ; aIl against
one and that anc was a Mutqueene ; and lie
was in the under file sa bad lîttte chance ta
distinguisb biniself.

Murphy, in bis a4onisbment allowed tb3
ciglit lame feýt ta sttnd stitl upon the
noafi.

"Faifli and do you ifican ta tell me that
you're aIl, except ane inan, gaing down at
my expense ta vote for -Davies V'

There was silence untit the anc man in
a muffled voice called ont frurn beneatb
Lawson,

" Mulqucene, Mulqucene foneven." And
then a taugli went roundi. which became
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Iouler and heartier until Murphy ilUmPed
out of the waggOnette and danced an Iriih
jig, raging in the middle of the bard frOZîfl
road ani lie bcat bis shillaah upofi the
waggoi wh eel, fi )urishing bis whip in 'hl
air in a manner wvhich frichtened the Pour
Ditvies' m in, who watlked the reaisinder Of
the road to the polis.

Murphy drove with one man and vOted
for Malqueene. And Mulqueene got 111
"because hie was an Irishmian," 3lurPhl

said afterwards.
Oîîe evening in the early sprinn t*

phy was seated on bis three-legged Staal 1
front of a table, drawing ; sorne peli3l80
rubber, pen and ink, a pipe and tour C07'
pers lay upon the table. Tue tableîob
was runipled and balf off the table, One o
the four corners was entangied ini MýurPhy 8a
foot, and as hie moved hie pulted the cloeh
furtber from the table.

Rebecca's cat lay curled upon a soit
cushioîî in the corner of the sofa. It W$J
the cat andi one of the four coppers tha' did
the iniachief and changed MNurp)hu'5 pl&no
ait about in sucli a va that lie hardI
recognize t thein and ù(, invdr g,) Ova3r
if in aIl the days of bisi life.

lie was drawing the outlle of alan
th it was to bo c ret *d, and was so int ,ýrested
in bis worlc that in spite of the deOil
twilighit hie went on with it until lie drew %
crooked line, an I thezi lie stopped. Light'
ing his pipe lie began to smoke and think'
There was a movement in the corner Of the
sofa ; Mlurphy turned biis head and 10oked
ait Rab ýcca's cat ;and then lie thouglît uf
R",becca as the ;woman lie loved and Was

about to discard for the won in that lie was
going ta marry. Hie gave a sigli, laid down
his pipe and pickzed up bis pencil to r8tl
work. ihen hie remembered that it "go
too dark hie could nlot sec to niake a tfih
tine ;so hie began to tbink again.

Faith," said Murphy aloud,1 for there
was no one in the roani to hear hîim and ho
was fond af talkingy to himuself-Iik6 the
other Irishman whoc did it becaui'e he liked
to talk to a sensible person, and lie lik@d
to hear a sensible person talk.d

Il Faith, and love matches alwaY8 end
unhappily ; one cxpects too match ira,' the
other ; they look for perfection and doDo
get it. They sec anc ideat fait fla,' dul 011
the ground and become buman, which il a
terrible misfortune to happen tu a 'al
And then cornes fault-finding, and tasti!
indiffirence, which i8 the worst ofai- I. Mr'
niage shoutd bc a sort of ptatonic friefldshîP
and then everything woutd go sn3OuthîY'
A marriage of reason, of mind, woutd briug
nu misgivings,no disappointments,fur neith"f
expected mucli in the beginining and the'
would gradually flnd in each other more then
they expected. There wauid be spirit anifi

agination in une case, which is a bad thin%
for happincss ; guod commun sense in the
other-and that was why lic was goimg ta

marry Anna."
Mrphy bad a-gued it ont. ho iî

satisfied and feti asleep ; but whenl h
awokc lie was not so watt1 satisfieyn

bie thouglit it att over again aloud, and thon
grwstitt more dissatisfled. i JrIl Faith, and l'Il j ust toss up," saidMr

phy, Il that will settUe it." Hie stOud "P
and taking une of the four cuppers fr311' the

Heads, R,'bcca ; taits,' Anna.
was a light, rapid step in the hait t
opcned and he and Rebecca stood foc~
face ; lie feit bappier than hie had fett aut tbe

evening.
"Welt 1 said Murphy rather gOY


