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gCr:a: ‘]’ﬂs. our Confucius:” The name
for’;]llcms 1, Of' course, only the Latinized
h of th&'a Chinese word * Kung Futz2,”
Vo the philosopher, or writer Kung. Like
o 8mmed, Confucius was of noble birth,
there being no prouder lineage in all China
aathat of which he boasted. But he was
w:;‘m of his father’s old age, and his father
to 1:{)00”- The son was obliged, therefore,
youth 0; for his daily bread. Even asa
thoyg] fOWever, he was renowned for his
age & !:_)ulness and learning ; andso, at the
20d oo hf? became a teacher, teaching rich
. iézOOI‘ alike. The ruler of his province,
tio Portant state, was driven out by revo-
tn Msts, and Confucius left his home.
ma iytmg for 15 years more, he was made
moga? rate of a town, and reformed ity
Work § even to the quality o_f the handi-
et iy Under his administration the great-
dmonp?\’ement was  wrought in the con-
al Bndcil the people, the men becoming loy-
o vie, onest, the women models of don.ns-
ice m :3- But such uprightness and jus-
into :‘ le him enemies. He was driven
row ’1“19, anl for many years yvandered
exp(mgdace to place, hungry, reviled, al?d
o la e’Veﬂ to personal danger. In vain
trate to“el to induce some prince or magis-
ut 0 govern according to his precepts.

» 8lthough unsuccessful in this, he was,
duriy y?:‘."ﬂ of age, re:ca:lled from exile; and,
od thg 1 five remaining years, he compos-
weariefre{lter part of his works. At lagt,
and o with life, he passed away, his wife
® hin Ylson having died before him, and
iovig self having but little ground for be-
"hichg that he had planted a seed from
one of the greatest and most widely
“yﬂte[:: of all religions, or rather, ethical
followe’ should spring. At his death his
only 76’“ numbered only 3,000, of whom
hig Work or 80 were really enthusiastic in
Many o \Vlﬂil him, however, as with
fu) u?no'*hG}”, his death was more power-
. :n his lifo.  For at once there
titudese"“\smn of popular feeling. Mul-
CAmg s accepted his teachings and be-
8 followers, To-day his tomb is

cit :CFQ of millions, and stands in his own
p'°\’1d ctlt‘y occupied still by his descendants,
theip deo trace, through 75 generations,
nm%,s’ac‘fnt from the greatest of all their
hlve th Seers, And not waworthy offipring
o w_ey Proved, for again and again they
hay, . thstood tyranny and despotism, and
theiy I:eserv?d untarnished the heroism of
tigy o0l sire.  But not without opposi-
ulerg le(i Confucianism make its way.
biy bog Sayed t9 crash it; they destroyed
8 gyt 8 and persecuted his followers ; but
the‘rt 18y too accepted its founder as
higheafpf“l l_eader, and assigned him the
fag b in their country’s temple of

Bccept

f‘lci?}:‘at’ then, was the character of Con-
Sexq of }?-d Upon what had rested the suc-
t als System 9  As to the first, we
Fe“l‘legs © was a thoroughly good man.
dogyyer Bonorable, kind-hearted, it is
Sver|,» Wiother any great teacher has
hat pe 8 life more nearly in accord with
WNoryjs teemed the highest principles of
To thei han did this wise man of China.
oy o i ged he wag respectful, to the mem-
®eagin, - 8reat ones of the past he paid un-
W, ere‘feren%- “May it be told of
“omg liksald: “that I have striven to be-
g me Unto them.” With the young he
Jot, s 8thetic and earnest. * We know
‘:'“ Wi Was wont to say, ' but their fut-
thministee. equal to our present.” He was
% boor |8 angel to the sick, the helpless,
To the lower animals he was
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kind and considerate. If he angled, he
would not use a net; if he hanted, he
wonld not shoot at a perching bird. He
continually warned his people to be thought-
ful and studious, to avoid narrowness of
mind aad prejudice. He always endeavored
to see the good in every ast and in every
person, not the evil, One of his disci-
ples said of him : “ If our master beholds
one good in a man, he forgets a hundred
faults.”  Many precepts might be given
from the sayings of Confuciug, all breath-
ing this same kindly spirit. For example :
' Make happy those who are near, and
those who are far will come” ; “ Love to
speak of the good in others.””  Indeed, the
Golden Rule was enunciated by him in un.
mistakable terms.  He says: “Treat not
others as you would not wish them to
treat you.” This, it is true, is only a nega-
tive, as distingaished from Christ’s
positive pracept :  Whatsoever ye would
men should do unto you, do ye even so un-
to them.”  But Confucius undarstood this
precept, even if he did not so cxpress it,
also in a positive sense.  He represented
the idea by means of one Chinese character
consisting of two parts : the firgt part mean-
ing as or (ike, the second heart. That is,
¢ May thy heart be like the heart of thy
neighbor.”  The fandamental principles,
hawever, in all the teachings of Confucius
were : (1) self-knowlelge aand self-control ;
(2) respect for established order. These
are sc°n in all his sayings. For example:
“ What the superior man seeks is in him-
gelf, the inferior man in others”; ¢ Man
is greator than any systom of thought”;
“To gsee what is right and not to do it, is
the mark of a cowardly mind 7; * He who
requires much from himself and little from
others, will save himself from anger”’;
“ Oaly he who has the most complete sincer-
ity can transform and inspire others.”
Confuciug had faith in the goodness of
mankind, that if men see the right, thoy
will do it; confidsnce that there is this
bagis, this substratum in humanity upon
which, by self-knowledge and self-control,
there can be built a civilization ever ap-
proaching more nearly to a parfect ideal.
Bat the governing principle in his system
of ethics was respect for oitablished order.
“ Tverything,” he said, * should have just
its own place. The best country is that in
which the emperor i3 emperor, the magis-
tratemagistrate,ths father father,and the son
son.” He was, he said, not a creator, but
a transmitter of truth. He was wont,
always to point to antiquity, to the sages
and seers of old as examples for all time.
He was very fond, therefore, of giving lec-
tures on history, extolling the men who had
lived in the past, and portraying in dark
colors the present state of the world He
did not believe in progress as we under-
stand the expression. He believed in in-
dividual progress, i. e, in the constant
working up towards an ideal ; but this ideal
was ever in the past. He did not sea that :
“The old order changeth, giving place to new,
And God fulfils Himself in many ways,
Lest one good custom should corrupt the
world,”

His great work, the “Shi King, or Anclent
Poems,” is one of the most interesting
books of old poetry in the world. He wrote
or collected, also, many books of ritual,
But, strange to say, an examination of
these literary works does not increase our
admiration for him. It is for his life and
those precepts of his which have been hand-
ed down by his disciples, that he is chiefly to
be honored.
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The first great defect in the system of
Confucianism is, then, its unprogressive
gpirit.  This trait of the national religion
it is that, more than anything else, has
proved so- destructive to progress in the
Chinese people.  They have looked ever
backward, not forward ; they have scen the
golden age, not in the future, but in the far-
off past. This is a characteristic of all
Chinese history : its intense con:ervatism,
And so we see that, although China has in-
vented many things, she has never brought
her inventions to perfection ; although she
has evolved many new ideas, she has never
developed these ideas. Only in those arts
which are essentially individual, e.g., the
carving and pottery making, for which the
Chinese are so famous, has progress been
attained. Nationally, China is to-day where
she was two thousand years ago.

The second grest defect ig the lack
of spirituality : his was an ethical, a
moral, not really a religious system. It
is not correct to ray that he was an
atheist, any more than it is corrcet to
gay that there is no word in the Chinese
language for God, as missionaries often have
said. But it is correct to say that he wag
not influenced by the idea of God. He

did not deny IHis existence : he simply
ignored it. It is true that one finds
such precepts as thig: ¢ If one cannot im-

prove oneself or serve men, how can he
improve others or scrve God?” Yet he
emtined his teaching to ths leading of a
good-life, trusting that if there ba any-
thing beyond or above us, the final out-
come will be a'l right. He thus differ-
ed from the old wasters of China, for
they refsrred to Gel and our duty
and responsibility to Him. Confucius
thought that men ought not to occupy
themsielves about such things. A favourite
maxim of his was: “If you d> not know
life, what caa you know about death?” His
gystem was, thea, o system of secularism,
very much like that of Fredorick Harrison
and th» Positivists of our day. Good and
evil, he held, will be recomponsed by the
natural issue of conduct within the sphere
of tima ; if not in the person of the actor, a’
any rate in the porson of his dssc:ndants.
1f there b any punishment or reward here-
a‘tor, hs took no hed thereof., He consid-
ered that psople should b taught to live a
gaod life, and not to troub'e themselves with
anything more. As hay just b:en said, he
meationed the name of God occasionally

bat apparently ounly a3 we spaak of nasuare,
provideac: or fate. He had, as far as we
can judge, no real boslief in an intslligent
Ruler of ths universe ; or, if he had, he
geems to have thought that this Being takes
very little interest in man and his affairs.
As far as we know, he did not pray,
and did not have, or apparently desire to
have, any communion with the great Spirit
abive him. The consequence wa3 that his
life was, in one sense, a sordid life. He
did not stand in awe-struck reverence before
nature’s masterpieces; he did not feel his
goul lifted to unwonted heights as he gazedin-
to the depthy of the starry sky. God for him
was virtually non-existent ; his horizon was
brunded by the limits of the earth, or rather
of his pzople ; and his whole philosophy was
summed up in the words: “ Do thy duty
and in thine own sphere,” Wefind, therefore,
that Confuciushadno chivalricfezling toward
women, He honoured and loved his mother,
it is true; but he had no condemnation
of polygamy, and he evidently regarded
woman, as she has ever been regarded
in China, as an inferior bsing.



