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on gleat 'was our CJonfucius The namne
eonfucjus is, of course, only the Latinized

Po !Or' of thé Chinese word Il Kung Futzzi,"
e.,s the philosopher, or writer Kun-. Like

tlhre beiug, Confucius was of nobleo birth,
th that b eno prouder linea«e iii ail China

91 ta hto wbicb lie boasted. But lhe wa3
»I th" SOn 0f bis father's old age, and his father

wa8 Poor. The son wvas obliged, therefore,
tO labor for bis daily breadi. Event as a
YOluth, however, he was renowned for bis

re thougl1tf ulnes and learning ; and go, a t the
0 8ýeOf 22# hoe became a teacher, teaching rich

a) and Poor alike. The ruler of his province,
td an imlportant state, was driven out by revo-
Id lutioniste, and Confucius left bis boénie.

SUying for 15 years more, he was made
I! agîstrate of a town, and reformed iti

7 moral5, even to the quality of the handi-
o' Ork. Unler bis administration the great-
30 e8t inprovemt was wrougbt in the' con-

dit Of the People, the in Bn beconming loy-
ai "'d honiest, the w_1om-nn mDdels of oms

t 0virtu3. But such upriglitness and jus-
tic6 ml~e him enemies. 11e was dLiven
Inlto exile, anii for many years wandered
f"1row Place to place, hungry, reviled, andexO86sd evenl to personai dàanger. Ini vain
hie laborel te induc som piceoUlg

8&te te govern according to, bis precepts.
U1t, althougî1 unsuccessful in this, hoe was,
70 years of argo, recalled from exile ; and,

igi8five remaining years, he compos-
edtegreater part o! bis works. At last,

b wearied with life, he pa3sed away, bis wife

8ho hOinsly b bai died b94ore him, and
l isei baving but littie ground for bo-

T 6"Ifg that ho had planted a seod from
acieptOed of the greatest and most widely
""'tui O al religions, or rather, ethical
8ael n shud spring. At bis death bis

foWors3 numbored only 3,000, of wbom
011 0or o0 were reaily enthusiastic in

li8WOrk. Witli him, bowever, as witb
rnaIy another,1 bis death was more power-

athana bi" life. For at once tbere
e asa rvuliiion o! popul ar feeling. Mul-

Ra e bacepted bis teacbings and be-
the le fololwers. To-day bis tomb is

eIy Mloc ofillions, and standi in bis own
pity' cltY Occupied still by bis descendants,

heoj I t tcee through 75 gen,ýrations,
Se oj (ýn from the greate it of ail their

bave gsom And not unworthy offipring
ha the proved, *for again and again tboy

1hav Wihod tyranny and despotism, avid
their Uoblered untarnislied the beroismn of

tiol nbl sie.But not without opposi-
itu4' O-nfucianisnî inake its way.

1 liti lorss3aYed to crush it ;they destrayed
aok and persecuted bis followers ; but

atteirt the too a-cepted its foîînder as
hesh YcIn thaer assigned bien the

fa,05 ea iche intercountry's temple of

fqcWhot tonwas the character of Con-
ceof b. Upan what limd rested tlie suc-re% 164t8 systeni Î As to the first, we

se ~ Was a tboroughly good man.
dobll honorable, kind-bearted, it is
tver. led Wbether any great teacher lias

*he he a l'fe mfore neariy in accord with
'Qorl. 'doeeed the higbest principles of
T0 tht than did this wise man o! China.
Oryj ' bgeh was respectful, ta the niera-

eeilI great oflOs of the past lie paid un-

th . ce May it be toid of

0 1 , sud, IIthat 1 bave striven ta be-
*%s8~6 feUnto tbem."' With the young lie
tfot,mpathcetie and earnest. Il We know
11,i'' h6  asWOnt ta say, Ilbut their fut-

r a ýii8 ý qa ta aur présent." Ha was
poorrîng angel ta the sick, the belpless,

* O TO the iwer a imas ho was
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kind and considerate. If be angiod, lie
would not use a net if be hunted, ho
wouid not shoot at a percliing bird, Hie
continualiy warned bis people to be tbougbt-
fui and studious, tu avoid narrowness of
mind aid prejuclice. lie aiways endeavored
to sec the good i0 every a-t and in every
persan, not the evil. One of bis disci-
ples said o! himi IlIf our master beholds
one good in a man, lie forgets a bundred
faults."1 Miny precepts mighit ho given
front the sayings of Confucius, ail breath-
in, this saine kindly spirit. For exaiple

Make happy those who are near, and
tliose wlio are far will cotne " ; II Love to
speak of th(, good in others." Indead, the
Golden Rule was entinciated by him in un-
mimtkable termis, Ho says :"lTreat not
others as you would net wish them to
treat you.' Th'lis, it is true, is oniy a nega-
tive, as distingoiisbied from Clîîist's
positive prccept "'ihatsoever ye would
mon should do unto you, do ye even so un-
to thein'" But Confucius unebrstood this
precept, even if lie dîd not so express it,
also in a positive sonse. Hie represented
the idýýa by means of one Chineso character
cansisting o! t wo parts :the tirst part mean-
in', as or !ike, the second /ieart. That, ils,

IMay thy heart be like the heart of thy
neilghhir." The fundamentil principles,
lio)wever, in aIl tho teacbings of Coanfucius
wcrae (1) self -knowle ]go and self-control;
(2) respect for establishied order. The se
are se 'n in ail bis sayings. For example

What the superior mî n seeka is in bim-
self, the infer;or man iu othora " ; Il Man
is greatýr than a'iy syste n of tiî)ngbt.
"lTo seo whit is right, and not to do it, is
tho mark of a cowardly mind" "1e wli
roquires much fram himielf and littie from
others, will save blînseif from angor

Oaly hoe wbo has the most complote sincer-
ity can transform and inspire others."
Confucius liad faith in the goodness of
mankind, that if mon sec the right, thoy
will do it ; contidsnce that there is tbis
hasis, tîjis subitratuîn in buminity upon
which, by self-knowledge and self-control,
there can bo built a civilization evor ap-
proaching more niearly tat a p-3rfect idema.

Bat the gaverning principle in bis system
of ethies wàs respect for edîablislied order.
Il Everything," hie sa;d, '' shotil have just
its owa place. The bést country is that in
wbicli the e nperor is emnperor, the mgis-
trmtemigistrate,thc f ath er f ather,and the son
son." lIe was, ho said, not a creator, but
a transnîitter of trutb. He was wiont,
always to point to antiqnity, to the sages
mnd seers o! old as examples for aIl time.
He was very fond, therefore, of giving lec-
tures on bistory, extolling the mon who bad
lived in the past, and portrayiug in dirk
coloa the préeont state of the world Hie
did not believe in progress as we under-
stand the expression. Hie beioved in in-
dividual progress, i. e., in the constant
working up towards an ideal ; but this idéal
was ever in the past. Hie did not se3 that

IlThie old order clîangeth, giviiiîg place te new,
-And Goed fullils Himself ini inamîy ways,
Lest one good custoin should coî-rupt the

wer]d.''

His great work, the IlShi King, or An&'ent
Pcems," is one of the miost interesting
books o! aid poetry in the warld. lHe wrote
or collected, alsa, many books of ritual.
But, strange ta smy, an examination of
tbese iiterary warks does nat increase aur
admiration for him. It is for bis life and
tliase precepts a! bis whicb bave been band-
ed down by bis disciples, that lie is chiefly ta
ha bonored.
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The first great de!ec~t in the systom ai
Confucianism is, thon, its unprogre3sive
spirit. This trait o! the national religion
it is that, mot-e than anything elso, lias
proved so- destructive te progress in the
Chinese people. They have looked evei
backward, not for wad ; they have s(en the
golden ago, not in thc f uture, but iii the far-
off pmst. This is a characteriitic of ail
Chineso history :its intense con. ervatism.
And so vie se that, althiouglh China bas in-
veiîted iay tbings, tîhe bas neyer brouglit
bier inventions to, perfection ; althouglb she
bai evolved many new ideas, she bias nover
developed these ideas. Only in those arts
which are essentially individual, e.g., tlie
carving and pottery niaking, for which the
Chinese are so famous, bas progress been.
attained. Nationaily, China is to-day wbere
she was two tbousand years ago.

The second greit Oeýfei.t i4 the lock
o! spirituality :bis xvas an ethical, a
moral, nat rcafly a relhgiGus systcm. Lt
is not, correct to i ay that li', was mit

atesaiy more tý1aîî it is corneut ta
say tlîat there is nu word in tlîe Chinese
]an",ago-, fer G od, as missionaries oft'mi have
ssid. But it is correct ta i.ay that hoe was
not infiuenccd ly the idea cf God. Ho
did nat deny Ilis existence :ho simipiy
ignored it. It is truc that ane finds
such prccepts as this :"lIf anc cannot im-
prove anc îelf or serv~e meni, how cas. ho
iiprove others or qerve God 1" Yî t ho
c)ntin1ýd bis teacbiîig ta thi lcaiig of a
good-life, truating tbat if tlîere b3 any-
tlîing bsyond or alinve us, the final out-
comoe wili be al r;ghtý. lie thus difl'er-
ed from the aid traiters o! China, for
they rt-frrod ta Gcl and aur duty
and responsilîility ta liîn. Conf uclus
thougbt that men ouglt nat ta occupy
thmniel vos abna)t suob tîîings. A favouritet
nîaxim of bis was 'If you d) n4-t know
life, what cai you know albut d 'atb ? " His
system wai, tlîea, a syïtoîîî of secularismu,
very rnueil lîke tlîat of Fred 'rick Hatrri!s n
andl tii Positivisti o! aur day. Good and
evil, lhe held, w-ill ho n cmiip3nsed by tho
natuî ai issue, cf u) îwluet withîn thé spiiere
of tiino if îîot iii thîe person o! the act ir, at
aiy rate in thé p- 'rsioi of lusi d 'sondants.
If ibere b. any piinisbîn 'nit or rdward liere-
at )r, h-~ took no hi 'cd thereof. He consid-
ereil that p ýop1e should h) ta'ight ta live a
g ud life, and not ta troub'e theiuselves witlî
anything more. As bas jîîst bien ba;d, lis
meoitinmed theflan o! God oceaîioiiit!ly
bat apparciffly onîy ai we spýak of na,,ure,
provideac i or fate. Uc bial, a; far as vie
can judge, no roui b3lie! in aiu int,3lligont
Ruler of theý universo ; or, if ho ha il ho
seems ta have thouglit that this Being takes
very little intereit in mlas and lus afriairs.
As far as we know, hoe did not pray,
and did nat have, or apparently desire ta
have, any communion with the great, Spirit
abive him. The conseqnence wai that bis
life was, in ane senso, a sordid life. Hie
did net ta-nd in awe-struck reverence bafora
nature's masterpicel; lie did not feel bis
soul lifted ta unwonted beiglits ashle gazedin-
te) the deptiîs o! the starry sky. 0od for him
wa3 virtuml ly non-existent ,bis horizon was
biun1ded by the limits cf the earth, or ratlier
of his p2ople ; and bis whole philosophy wai
summed up iu the words: " lDo tby duty
andin tliine own spbere." We find, therefore,
that Confucius bath no ciîivairicfc- 4 in3g toward
women. Hie honoured mnd loved bis mothler,
it is true ; but ho liad no condamnation
of polygamy, and lie evidentiy regardel
waman, as sbe lias lever beau regarded
in China, as an infenior b3ing.


