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READINOS FROM CURRENT LITERA TURE.

ROMAN CAT1-OLLCISM IN NEW~ ENGLAND.

NEw ENGLAND Catholic statisties, as a whole, count Up as follows
Priests, 906 ; seminarians, :233 ; churches, 602 ; liapels and stations, 1 33
Colleges, 7 ; academies, 38 ; parochial sclîools, M03 ; pupils, 69, 105 charit-
able institutions, 36 ; Catholic population, 1,185,000. Thbis esti1l1ate i
based on the reports of the parisl priests to tijeir ordinaries. It 18; raLlier
lider than over the figures. Exceeding care il taketi iii iaking this

CenSus. Estimations are generally based uponi baptisnma, narniages, etc.,
Wehich yield a certainty on the safe side, but whicl exelu(le thlat host of
Catholics who hold their religion loosely, Who seldoîn attend cehurch, who
frequently neglect to have their children properly haptized, y(A, Whlo, wviîl
ail their failings, are substantially Catholics, if anything, and wlo soine-

ttesooner or later, return to the faith of their fath(Lrs. 'l'Iare are at
least a million and a haif Catholies iii New Eîîgland. Il t bais beî.îî asserted,
Wj'thOnt contradiction, that over haif the populationi of Boston are Catholics.

The Catholic ]ieview. ___

ViIINKINU O 10 EiS5 ANI)i\À1

AT the recenL meeting of the Anierican Medical A1stoiation, D)r. TJ.
D.Ciothers, of Hartford, read a paper on Il Alcoliolie 'Fraticîî : s ?ileiioo

Légal Relations,'' in which hoe maintained the v~iew bjalt a frequent raî
of dninking to excess was an actual insanity, nc apacitating the victinm foi-
in1telligent action, and hence relieving bimi of or esponsibility for acts
Committod while in sucli condition, jost as insanity of otli ýr kinds does.
116 inistanced various cases whiclî hiad conte undir his observation or
Otherwise becomne known to lîiîî, iîn wlîich tlie ordinary cbaraceristics of
a intaiis actions were entirely chaîîged lîy tis "alcobolic trance " while lie
stil] Wa- able to act witli apparent cDleai-iiesaw, of intention. Sinîetiîîîes, lie
Bays, the effect is seen in an entire asneof any origînality or specia1
Intention in the actions of the victini -the autiX ities aire aýkpparetýiy in the,
"'ne Of those ordinary habits of life whicli long use bias mnade a sec 011(
nature. In other cases the character is s0 cntirely (litifg(d as t0 1>e
nrecog9nizablc-as in the case of a clergynimn wvho insistedi on rîîlmng in

the cab of a locomotive, or a Weil knowiïsep who attendeil a praver
mee"tinig with apparent earncstness. In ail tiiese Cases ieinory is totally
lacking, and, Dr. Crothers maintains, ail groulid for holding tbe individual
tmoral or legal accounitalîility for lus acts. île woultl have the courts

recognize Chat inebriety is, in aIl cases, a ilisease, and one morn or iess
affecting the mental powers; aise that the state of Ilclolîolic trance ' is a
coldition entirely precluding moral or legal responsihility, anti that, where

15 Ilproved to have existed at the tinte of te comîmission of any uulawful
et, it shahi be considercd a bar to any prosteution of the individuai incul-

Hae.le urges Chat ail acts of ain uniawful. character corninittotl when
unlrthe influence of liquor should bc subjected to a careful study by

00OnPetent physicians to determine if the, elemient of responsibility was
presenit, and finally lie recommends that the State establislî hospitals for
the refornîstion of this class of pensons. T/e, ieriion.

A RISK 0F TIIAVEb.

TËreported indisposition of the Uniko cf lhdinburglu front drinking
11atewater at afriistio ves pronixiience to what is perhaps tue

1nost Usual and frequent source cf danger iii foreign. and Continental

rao . Many of the sanitary authorities whvluu ave looked intu the ques-
tien have front time te time uttered xvarnings to Continental traveliers as

tthe dangers of the ondinary drinking-water te be found abroad. The
Poll.ution of table-water at foreign hotels and lieuses is (lue to a great

eetY of causes. The water-supply of forcigni cities is as a rule, Lu which
there are only few exceptions, takein frnont sources lamentabiy liable t0
deage Pollution, either in openî streains or uncovcred reservoirs, or front

etctve sanitation in the bouse-supply. A large part of the donuestic
SiiPPlY Of drinking.waten is, niov~er, fronti surface Wells, wlîîch are con-

8tetltr lable te sewage filtration. Ait exainination, mnade onîly a few
1,81ince of syphons of sparkliîig "seltzer," iîî a great Cnietlct

efferled the fact that they were horribly poIlu Led witlî sewage, ai-d ta u
~eve5cîn1g flxed air with whichi tliey wvere i.langed ondy served to conceai

Un utterable conitaminations of a niost dangereus ki'id, Sir lienry 'lhoinpseîî
ve- e rm£~an Weber, wlîo have b)oth gî,,ven at tentioni te the suliject, ari

ah eMhtein thieir counsel [o travellers te avoid ordinany (lrilikiug water
Tie esiest and iînost agr-ecale] ueans of avoiding.1 the danger is

duabituai us e of a pure natural minerai Nvater in lieu cf the douhtful
wanking water of the hotel or the- pnivate lieuse. \Vlî the Prince of

eW ent to India lie took with hini a large supply cf the kirul, an<l
1:c'8 l avoidd this risk. Another niethodiin il aeyi ogî

In i1variably boiling the water befone drinking it. Ilslievr
thoves luore trouble than niany people are svilliiig to take, aund îuiikes
%utaioble.watet. fiat aiud ilisipid. Tbis uiiiyna i eîvdb

be b 1119dfrsh lenious iute Uicý waten. -but ior tlios wh lCanneiitt aiways

mest 1 0~~~~ O-1"i I U(,blîgp or trihclwitti perfoi'iting- this little
.I8 w, P ation lîfefî takimng a dnaughit cf driniîkng water, it would be

waie of Il i nn. i (q 'eItas a t a Lil Wh", abrat'n s a iiatural mineraI
tif undtie i s puicy ni t er titani rua tlie rislz cf blood-poisoning,

P"( oid, nd iharî,~Lü wîi lii s0 U(lisiileriiblo a nulubcr of trax illers at
aSlt fail~ u f~' ining duaili and disvase whîere tlIc', aie seekiîig

144e Cry, of 'dîlelu uce liear titis ycar frontiî aýy and Lgypt, are veny
al2I f r 1, ii i(ist pait avoidabie.---./Jitis( MlJûicul JIournal1.

ON THE SIIORE AT 'rWILIGHT.

A tiARE, dun sky, a neacli cf cold, gray sea,
And tAie lurid moon just rising c'en the edge
0f dim-lit hilîs ; a broken, weed-hung ledge,

That rises, linge and red, anI inightily shiakes free
The white, pearled spuine - a sl)ivering weird-liîuibed tree,

Glpoîî its top amîidst the sun-u-lned sedge;
Behind the lieighit, a siuous streant, te dre-dg-

A broad expanse cf oozy inarsh ; then the wild glee
0f sudden, boisterous xvind,--o'erhead the sereecli

0f baled gulîs ; suceeeds the low, sad eall
0f wave to wave, as oii tic rocks they faîl,-

Crushed loto gliosLs cf spray that upward reîîch
To glisten in the inoonbeam, theii a gush,
A sigli, the gyrate, cf peebles and a dowuward rush.

iWewEîe/andJIÉtgitziiie.

MRi. GiLADSTONE ON IîPAIlINU.

Mal. GLADST'ONE WaS present at Lhe National Liberal Club ont Wednesday
for the purpose cf lcpeingà the niw lilbrar-y-namned Il The Gladstone
Lilîrary "-a spacicus and bandsoîniely fittcd apartment, provided witlî

accîiiiiolatonfor about 30,000 voluîîiîu. Ife spoke in part as follows:
Ueoks are a living pncte4t iii an age cf nýcî.-s8iby toc uiuch Leîopted [o

lîractise inaterialism. They are a liviîîg protest on belialf cf mental force
and[ life. 1 am far front saying that literary culturne onght te be mnade an
iîlol, or that any i utellectual processes whatever will satisfy ail the nleeds
anîî wants cf the liunin spirit. But tlîey are fîull cf noble élements and
eîiable us tc resist the invasions of Uic îîierely worlîlly mmiid. Tlîcy assist
us in lioldin- otmr -round a"ainst tie incessant and constautly grwtý hurry
and excitemnent that are aroutîid ns, and that carry us itt a vertex front
whichi we cannot escape. [f you wislh to previde yourselves witiî ail [he
instruments whicli will aid yen ta formnog sotind juulgnients, aud in
expressing tîtemo w heu [bey have been fonîned, that eau only bc effectually
doue iîy coîobining stutly and retiection wiîlî tie rapid and constant
expression cf ideas, which is our duty unden the circuinstances of the
tiîie, anti whiclu oftoîu hîccoîties our suavre. [t is a comîîmon subject
cf lamntation that, although, ini regard Lu the topies of the day,
the sources of information at the commiand cf tîte lieuses of Panlia-
mient bave largely increasetl, yet, in the knowledge of political
ecoîîoiuy and iii the, stili. langer siiject cf lîistcry, se far as evidence cati
be drawu fron the, indlications given mn otîr tIi-a tes, we have miet îmnproved
oit the practice cf our predecessons. It is, lîcwever, a niatten of great in-
tenest to, observe tChat tiis is utet because thie stCudy cf Iîistery is declining
iii our country. BAut th4tre is oit(- thming wlub b a[pi-an to nie very danger-
oct, and thatis when a mamn gces suddonly eut cf bis own line and
delivers very positive objections ont subJects te whlti lie lias not applied
bis mmnd. WTe ail lock with profouutd respect to tîte j ndges oti the Beicli,
but if a judge were te plumîge inte th(e iidtîlo cf a political contrevensies
cf the day, I sun net sure tChat lue would express hirnself with grester

ieasures or sagacity tCtan eue cf us enthinsry politicians. I take an analogy
fret another profession. Wiien eîîgaged iii county contests [ have sente-
Cues found Chat if a Clergyman once dicl forget the nestraints of bis pro-
fession, lie would iîîdulge, iii umore viciernt language than anybody else.
These contstanît and napid chanlges are not whtat Ji am endeavouring te,
neceiniteud ; but tChat evcry titan, if called upoit to deal with the politics of
Lte day, slîould try tc qualify hiiself for thueir Contsidéra[ion by reaping
aud garnering the knowiedge that the stutly cf other tCimes and other
countries wili afford him.-St. Janut(s's aste

AN' ANCIEN'£ IîEW[Siî SETTiLEMEN'r.

TuiE antiquity of Jewislî settlements iii the Danubian countnies bias
becît rendened a specially interesting tquestion by the view cf the Rouma-
nians tChat, ne matter ltow nîany genenations inay have resided in the coun-
try, tiiey are always aliens. To tItis it bias been retorted that Jews exis[ed
iii âoumnania before the preseut tuongrel populationt was known. Cunious
proof cf this lias necentiy heen discovered. While sinking shafts for goid.
mitîing in Transylvania, traces cf the ancieut excavations cf the Romans

weediscovened, and on the walls were fountl uany Hoebnew inscriptions.
[t is said that the inscriptions cannot ho later Chant the tinte of ladnian
aud it is helieved that £hey are tie work of Ilfcbrew slaves em ployed by
'Trajan in mining opérations sluortly aften Lte Romian conquest by the
Dacii. 'Ple Sociéte des Etades Juives would do well [o tny te obtain

,%queezes of tliese inscriptions, anI to have Chéeit exanined by compétent
sctolars.-,ewishb IVor/ld.

TIE IA(K OF 5RiieTii INifS IN TH1E LITERARY WORLO.

Tineuis are pe'ople Who depicie mu a iîilauclioly way the loss of the
" igolden age cf litenature " that, tîuey Lell us, la oefrvn vr
thing to-day is commnplace. '[lure are no fine cssays, ne grand peems,
no woîîderful drantas Chat wîlh live forever, 110 strikiug stonies. The liter-
atune of to-day is only "the pouring of wine« eut of old botties into new"
and lots of wine spilied iii the proccss. Our wvniters are busy over what
soute othon men tîtouglît of whist seine othter mn said. If this ho se, and
in a certain seuse it is truc, wliat is the nuatter ?h Why il it ne Il Ham-
lets " are written to-day ? 1£ is said that thiere are i0 the Uni[ed States
about two tliousand pensons who fainly insy lue reckoned as wni[ers. Wliy
do we not find new Multons and Shakespeares smtuong tuenu ' We îîay be
cure, if tliey wvenc there, tliey would be found. Centuries have Choiin di-
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