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rôle. This fact helps to explain my anticipation of the revival of E nglishi
dramatic art, owing to the very dearth of adaptable Frenchi nateriai. The
morality of the French stage and the nature of its subjects are apart front
the question here; suffice to say that the old 'formula- are going out of
fashion, and that by starting frein reality iii the spirit of the modern
French artiste, Engiish p]aywrights may hope te create personal, original,
and native pieces, peopled b)3 national characters acting i n a setting of
national life and manners.

Daudet undertakes te reproduce upon the stage aspects of real life as
he bas seen and felt thein. His aim is te free the theatre frein cenventional
characters, and front draînatic tricks, and te substitute for thei the
illusions of reality, of surreundings and of atinosphere, whicb he obtains in
the novel by means cf description and observation. This, tee, is the ambition
of Becque and of Zola. Indeed the latter regards the stage as a living
picture in whicb man is the most important element, where facte are deter-
mincd only by acts, and where the eternal subject remains the creation cf
original figures animated by human passions, as i]lustrated in his IlL'Assom-
moir," and "lLe Ventre de Paris." The continuai pregress cf the realistie
tendency is certain, and the censequences wiil be that French plays as they
become lese conventionai will become less adaptable, and the Frenchi stage
wilI be more and more unintelligible te an Englieb audience. English
managers will be therefore obliged te cail upon Engliel piaywrights fer
native pieces. Englieli life, both middle ciass and pepular, presents a vast
field for observation, and surely reaiity is more interesting and more inspir-
ing tban a scenarie by Victorien Sardou.

CESURS~HIP 0F THE 1illESS UNDER THE FI UST
EMPIRE.

IN February, 1810, Napoleon discussed and (lecreed the establishmnent cf
a Ceuser Board, te superintend printing and publishing in France. Book-
sellers could only ebtain a license if their manners were irreproachable, and
their conduct above suspicion with re2pect te patriotisin, but, above ail, in
attacbment te the dynasty. Frinters liad te keep a diary of ail the work
they turned out, with naine cf author, etc. ; this diary was te be aiways
open te the inspection cf the police. The censer had the right te examine
each work, indicate changes te be made, suspend the printing, seize, if
necessary, the sheets struck off and even break up the type. The latter
attentions were paid te Madame de Staè'l's "lAllemagne." In addition,
there were fines and imprisoument ; the former constituted the salary cf
the censors, se the more they condemned the more they gained. Society,
said Napoleon, eugbt te consider death as the fitting punishinent for those
who aim at its destruction ; that printing was an arsenal which ouglit net
te be at the disposai cf everybody ; it was net a natural right, and ne one
should be accorded a patent te print unless enjoying the confidence cf the
Gevernment, that is, who was in harmony with its pelitice.

Curiously enougli, it wvas a bull cf Pius VI., then prisoner at Savona,
which came first under the censorship. Napoleon sent Comte Portalis, the
director of the Board, at once iute exile for net stepping the publication cf
the Pontiff's manifeste. Two generals werc next entrusted wîth the
censorsbip cf jeurnais, books, theatrical pieces, etc. It became thus the reign
cf the sword, net cf the scissors. Side by side with the Ilshearers," as the
censors were dubbed, was a body cf writers, paid-out cf "Ia reptile fund
-te manufacture public opinion. Barère, the hideous victim-finder cf the
guillotine, was among the enrelled. llaving passed his life der.ouneing
peliticians, lie next censidered it right te breakfast with the prefect cf
police, and accept a fee for denouncing littérateurs. The police became the
real censors-and fcaring net te do enough, did toc mucli.

A report cf the preceedings cf the censers was prcsented weekly te
Napeleen ; and from being eight at commencement thc ceusors rapidiy
increased te eighty. Every werk recaliing souvenirs cf ex-royalty was
tabooed ; it tended te revive affection, and se wounded the interests cf the
State.

After the Pope and Madame de Staël, Turgot was put in thc Imperial
"'Index." In a history of Louis XVI. al] that personaliy rclated te His
Majesty was emasculated. In one II Universal Biegraphy " the articles on
tiharlotte Corday, Cromwell, and Chièmier were se scissored that their
authors would be j ustitied in disowning sudh an affiliation. flictionaries
were pitiiessly Bowdlerîsed. A trick was ence played off when, under the
term Il spoliator," IlBonaparte " was the sole detinitien given.

Flatter>' did net bit the mark always, for the Corsican Pietri having
written Ilthe Emperor was wortby to everthrow kings," the censors added
"lhe overtlrew only his enemies." Anether writer having eulogised the
Russians, the censors cousidered that in turne of peace there was ne harni in
praising a nation whidh His Ma.jesty had the glerieus habitude te beat in
time cf war. In a history of the cruelties of the Turks towards Prendh
priseners, the recital was struck out, because in case France made war
against the Ottomans, it would le necessary te utilise these atrocities te
crack up the Frenchi army. The IlLife cf General Monk " was suppressed ;
it was viewed as a kind cf Banquo's gleet. The IIMemoire cf Madame
Clarke " were aise prohibited, because showing up royal mistresses would
degrade the dignity cf kings by drawing attention te their human frailties.
Dante'a "lDivine Comedy " had alec, te, undergo an operation ; se lad a
volume cf Christian Anecdotes, as they exalted the Pope abeve the Emperor.
It did net follew that a werk, having been officiall>' disinfected, would be
allowed te be printed, and of ten, when priated, it was refused the permis-
sion te be sold. Poetry, te wrap round cossaqueA, was net interdicted, as
it was an attempt te apply poesy te sweetmeats. Madame de Genlis
published a bock on the influence cf woman in literature ; it was sum-

marily suppressed, because it added nothing new te what was already
well-known. Some works were even prehibited for having ne literar>'
merit. Composers of songs were barshly dealt with ; one writer was
allowed te sing his ewn stanzas te afford lim the advantage cf being hissed.

General Kieber having been described as a rival te Adonis, the author
was reminded tîmat the remark was untrue; the General migbt be as beautiful
as Mars, but net as Adonis. A G4uide te, Versailles, Paris, and London
was objected te.; thc author was considered ignorant cf orthograpby, and
se perverse as te be unable even te ccp>' correctly. One lady-writer was
accerded permission te publish, ber penmanship was se beautiful. Thc
Impenial censors were very severe against obsceue publications, and wlen
the Empire disappeared, the same men wle protested against tbe censorsbip
under Napoleen were the first te demand its continuance against the Press
for the restored Bourbons; ameng the inconsistents were Guizot and De
Sacy. When Napoleon returned frcm Elba he expelled the Royalist
censors ; Louis XVIII. reinstated them after Waterloo. Chateaubriand
ebserved a part of the task cf the censors commenced after sunset, as tbere
is somne work that can oni>' be executed in the dark. Villemain, after
being eue cf the meet rigoreus ef censers, became one of the warmest
advocates cf liberty of writing.

READINGS FROM CURRENT LITERA TURE.

MONKEv NATURE.

A GANG of apes, old and yeung, came dcwn te the beach regularly
every mcrniug te lcok at the ship. The cld men and women would seat
tîcinselves iii rows and gaze at us, sometimes for an heur witbcut changing
their places or attitudes-seming te be absorbed in wonder. I became
quite faîniliar -witb some cf their countenances. The young people did not
appear te be se strongl>' împressed. The>' would walk about the beach in
twos and threee-making love, mcst likel>', and settling future family
arrangements. The children, meanwhule, wculd be rcruping around the
old people, screaming and barking in very deliglit. If a boat approached
thein the old pecple would give a peculiar whistie, wbcn the ycunger
members of the tribe would betake themeelves at once te the cover cf thne
adjoiniug jungle.

A hunting part>', landing here one merning, shot one cf these old apes.
The rest scampered off, and were seen ne more that day. Thc ncxt mern-
ing, upon turniug my opera-glass upon the beach, I saw the mcnkeys as
usual, but they were broken inte squads, and moving about in some dis-
order, instead cf being seated as usual. 1 cculd plainl>' sec seme of the",
at work. Some appcared te be digging in tbe sand, and others te be bring-
ing twigs and leaves cf trees, and sncb cf the débris ef the foret as tIc>'
could gather conveniently. Tt was my usual heur for lauding, te get
sights for my chronometers. As the beat approached, thc wholc party dis-
appeared. I had the curiesity te walk te the spot te sec what these semi-
human beinge had heen deing. They lad been burying their dead coin-
rade, and lad not quite finisled cevering up thc body wben they lad been
disturbed! The deceased secmcd te have been poptilar, fer a large conceurse
lad couic te attend bis f uneral. Thc natives told us that this bu niai cf the
monkeys was a cemmon practice. The>' bclieved in mcnkey-doctons, tee,
fer tIc>' told us that when tIc>' have cerne upen sick monkeys in the
woods they have frequently found some deinure old fellews looking very
wise, with their fingers on their neses, sitting at thcir bedsides.-Scene in~
the island of Plul Condors oefhe coast oj Cochin-China, in Il Service Afloat,"
by Admirai Raphael S'emmes.

A VERY PUNCTUAL HUSBAND.

I WOULD solemnly warn ail women about te marry te ascertain befere-
baud that their contemplated lusbaud is net wbat is cailed a fidget. A
lcaning tewards intemperance rnay le grcatly mitigated in a lusband by
cne's keeping the cellar key and net allowing hima an>' pccket-meuey ; but
a fanaticisin for being always before thc turne, it is difficuît te neprees
and impossible te extirpate. Better that a bridegreomr should net le at 1%
citurcl door until af ter thc nubrical leur, and ycur marriage be postponcd
fer a day, than that le should prove hirneîf a fldget b>' presenting him5tmlf
at tIe altar before the clergyman or yourself je ready fer him. Youn self-
love ma>' suggest that such haste is enly the resuit cf lis enger devotiofl
but do not deceive yourselves, young wornen-he weuld have been at the
dhurcI equally early if it lad been te bury you. Toînpkins himself is in
many respects an excellent lusband, and I do believe is ver>' fend of nue.;
but it is timeliness firet.and feelings aftcrwards with him, I know. Whcfl-
business calls lin on a journe>', cul>' eue cye drops a tear at panting 'With
lis wife and offlsping ; thc other is fixed on thec dock te sec that the cab 15
sent for in tirne te catch the train. That Ilcatching tIe train " is thc tbought
that makes him thin and keepe him e. Much cf lis time is cf necessit>'
censumed in travelling, but net nearly se much as he spend8 in prcparfttiOn
for lis jourucys. TIC day previeus to an expedition is main>' occupied lit
packing his carpet bag and writing eut lis direction labels. H1e leaveo
over niglit, as in a will, the meet elaborate directions for tIc proceeédinig
cf ncxt morning, witl a codicil, appointiug, that le shahl be called baîfat
heur carlier than lie tiret considered seon eneugh. This last commantd
whelly superfluous, since le always wakes of birneîf long before the
appeinted leur and proceede te ring tIc bouse up. Pnce'ious te this he
bas kept me f rom my rest since earlicet dawn b>' perpetual>' getting eut cf
bcd te sec if it is going te le fine. Upon this depende thc mementolS
question : IlSball lie take lis waterproof coat, or not ? " If le doce, it
sheuld be strappcd up at once witb thc other thinge alrcady lying on the
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