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Newman Literary Guild.

The first regular meeting of the
Newman Literary Guild was held
Thursday at St. sary’s school room
evening before last. when Mr. J. A,
Mclnnis presid =1 over a large at-
tendance. Me It W Russell gave the
opening address of the scason in
the form of a paper stating the
reasons for the formation of chi-
guild, with a few general reflections
on the duties of membership, This
baper 1s so valuable that we peint
it here.

Mr. Rissell's Paper.

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen :—
We uet here last week and
business hke dJespiteh organized
association which if it actieves its ob-
jret will in the future be an importan:
power for gool in this community. It
is scarcely necessary for oue to speak
now about the need of such an organiza
tion for to use a well worn phrase it has
been a “loig felt wan.” amonust the
Catbolics of Wianipeg, nevertheless in
endeavouring to comply with your re-
quest to read a shorl paper at thig the
epening mesting it miy not be consi-
dered oat of place it I do go a little int.
the reasons wiich have prompted tuoe
establishment of our guild, pu ting thes.
reagsous into the form of a few goneral
reflections on the duties of membership,
especially on two or thres leading points
which 1t seems to me are particularly
worthy of consideration by members ol
®uch an adjanct of the church as our
gaild is intende.] to be. b
* I star, out, then, wit the assertion,
and it is an assertion which I think will
receive the assent of all here, that at no
$ime in the history of the Church was
it more necessary that Catholics should
be fully equippel in the priunciples o:
their religion aud able notonly to sa
tisfy themselves but also to give au
intelligent reason for the faith that is iy
them than at the present day. O.e
reagon of thig is that these are the days
of general education, days wiien tie
mtellect must, humanly spe king pre
Yail; days, too, when anrest, d.ss.itis
faction, doubt and fear as to their posi
tion has seized tue minds of nou-Catuo
lics to an extent never known beture,
rendering it ab.oiutaiy necessary tha
we should each one of us in our differea.
8phere of life be not only willing ba:
able to place bhefore them the claims o
the Catholic Churea anl to show thew
the rest,thie peace and conteut they may
&ind if they will o.ly turn with confiten-
te to the churcih of their forefathers
2l'his being 8o it i3 the manifest duty o
®atholics no matter what their position
or condition may be so to culiivate the
intellec:ual, as well as the moral powers,
which they possess, that they shall eacis
one be an agens for tie alvancsment o
the cange of the Charch aud our Holy
Religion. Traly a u¢reat work lies
ready for us to do if we will only be
true to ourselves and faithful to the i
roction of our Hly Fathier who has him
self in more than oue of iis immor.al
letters sketched out for Catiiolic laymen
the plan by which they shonld direc:
their energies 10 sprea ! the influence ot
the Church. Batto do this work, to be
ready at all timesto muke goo!l use of
our opportunities, we must be well pre-
Pared and thoroughly equipped, and the
question for us to solve is how is this te
be accomplished ? We in a Protestant
sountry iike this have it constanty forced
on our minds that we are not only com-
Paratively few in number but als»
that we are possessed of comparatively
little influence on the large agyregate ol
religious bodies around us. This means
that we are living in what must be calle.l
a dangerous atmosphere, so much
80 that it will take even the most
devoted Catholic all his time to remain
uninfluenced by the religious and ir-
religious ideasby which he is surrounde..
In view of this, onething that must be
¢ongoling to all of us is the fact that
notwithstanding all the difficulties which
have been put in our way never in the
bast has the Church in this country
done greater work in the eduacation of
the younger children than is being done
in the elementary schools which are
being conducted in this city,and we may
claim without fear of successful con-
tradiction that Catholi: children when
they leave our schools are not only as
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well instrueted in their religion but
must be disposed by reason of the ex-
cellent trainin: they receive to live as
200d  practical and uncompronising
Catholics ag the children of any country
ever were. Buat the foan lation of Catho

lie practices and Catholic principles hav-
ing been thus excellently liil, common
sense a d o1r knowledge of human nu-
tare and tha circnmstances of our posi-
tion here teach us that special measures
of some kinl must be taken if we wish
the rising generation to coutinue in the
course that has heen murked ont by them
in the schools, And procee ling alony
thig line of thonght our evervday ex

perience tells us further th:at this can
only be accomplished by keeping as
strict a watch as we can over both hoys
and girls as soon as they leave schon! to
prevent if possible the eatire severance of
the link with which they haveso furbeen
united to the Church ani itg iis-
titations, and by inducing them not only
to keep up their connection with the
Chareli itself and the Sanday school bat
also to join guilds an | confraternities the
aim of which shall be to interest an.i
entertain them and at the same tine
supplement the knowle lge gaine at sehoo!
of relizions doctrine anl history, of tie
teach:nus of our religion and the pist o
onr glorious Chureh, which knowledge
will, otherwise, assuredly day after day
grow 6 ore an more indistinet, And
in this line much can undoubtedly be
done by a guild such: as that which we
have founded.

Uufortnnately onr circumstances de-
no! permit of our doing all that we would
like to do. We cannot for instance, es-
tablish a club to which our boys could
come and euvjoy atiractive forms of in-
nocent amusement, but there is one
thing we can do and that is provide them
well intellectual recreation sueh as Je-
bates, interspersed with lectures and
taiks on hvely Catholis lopics, which.
L would remark,in parentiesis, should as
often as posyible be given by lay mew-
ners rather than by thie clergy as there-
by we shall be stimulated to usefa!
coquairy. Then, as time goes on it seems
0 me we should endeavour to estublish
a hbrary of suitably selected books, aud
[ would recommend as the foundation
of suzh a Catiolic Library every single
pabiication of the English Cacholie
Lruth Society, Aud this brings o my
unndtne thougutthat one important thing
wuich tue members of a gaild of tlius
kind can set themselves to accomplish
8 10 cultivate anongst Cattiolics, and
sspecially the young, the habit of read-
It 13 somecimes said, indeed it bhas
been a general complaint amongst Cath-
olic publishers and wathors that Catho-
lics dy not read.  Ishould be very sorry
t0 tnink that this is altogetier true for
1t wouid be great reflection on our peo-
ple tmasmuch a8 the only legitimaie
vxcuse could bLe want of time and the
cases are very rare indeed where a boy
or 4 i dovs not have time to read it
ne wants to. When I hear a man who
can read say he does not uave time to
read [ pat him down as a man o be
piticd—and I think too, this pity way
well be extende! to his wife and child-
rea for having a husband and father who
is 8o indolent and hus so little interess
in his or their welfare that he is cou-
tent to let others do nis reading aud
thinking for them, But, the guestion is

Hlé.

j is the charge true of our Catholic people?

and it has been aunswered by those wuo
are competeut to express an opinion who
say that it is not altogether true but that
the trouble is that Catholics are very
much like otter classes of people inas-
much as they do read a great deal of
of the rubbish of which the priuting
presses are 8o prolific inthese duys. The
ume was and that not 80 very long ago
when our Catholic people really sufiiret
for the want of suitable reading iu
tueir families and when Catholic books
were pubiished at such high prices that
but few could afford to buy them. DBut

of late years a revolation has been

worked in tnis respect and foremost a-
mongst those who have brought about
this wholesome change we may certain-
ly give one of the places of honor to the
C 1.8, who have published a vast H-,
brary of books that are attractive both
ingide and out and bave really accom-
plished wonders in providing us with a
means with which to forestall the bane-
ful effects of the floods of corrupt litera-
ture which are deluging and desolating
the land. All experience proves that

there is no more prolifiec gource of evil
than the traghy, demoralizing literature
which constantly being saattered broad-
vast thronzhont the length and breadth of
the conntry and which none can avoid
seeing. It shoull b3 our aim, therefore,
a8 members of 2 Catholic Literary gnild
to spread amounrst onr people a know-
ledie of and a love for better cluss pub
tications,books which are so interestingly
written that if once read the reading
will assuredly create g craving for
more, and which can be had at s trif-
ling cost covering the whole field of fie-
tion, biosraphy, history, dactrine and
controvecsy.  Besides tie books of the
Fra b Society 1t stould he our duty ro
1o make known amongst Catholics the
existence of the muy excellent nagi-
zines which are publishel weekly or

Montuly and  which in  themselves
orin each year a respectable Catholic
Livrary. Amongst these I would men-

tion “t he Mouth,” “the Catholic Maga-
zine” and “the Catholic Firesida” prh-
listied 1 England ; “tiie Socttish Catno-
fie Moutily™ published ip 8 ouland; “ihe
Irigh Monthly” published in Ireiand

or if we do not care to go 80 far from
home we have our Canadian “Liule
Messenger of the Sacred Heart” which
is gmall but will grow: and vy ex-
cellent monthlies published m the Uni-
tel States, notably “Ti.e Catholic World"
by thie Paunlist Fachers, New York ; “the
Ave Maria” of Notre Dame, Indiana,
“the Messenger of the Sacred Heary”
and “the Rosary Magazine’ boch of New
York. Then there are the hundreds o
newspapers which are issued weekly,
contribated to by some of the greatest
winds and ablest writers in the world,
none of which papers I need enumerate
for I have said satlicient to indicute that
the promotion of gool Catholic literature
in Catholic homes 8 no lonzer either

strive to spread tue desive for this Ji-
terature to such an exrtent that in every
Catholic family there shall- he at least
one weekly Catliolic paper, some Cathd-
lic monthly, and some of the Truth So-
ciety cbildren’s papers for the smaller
children, and story books, interesting
biographies and deeper works for those
of larger growth.

And now, ah,hough 1 understand it to
be your desire that my paper should be
4 short one, I think I have yet time to
briefly refer to another subject closely
akin to Catholic literiture, the taste
for which 1t may well be considered
within the province of the members of a
Cattiolic Literary gnild to stimulate, and
thet is what we may call “Catholic home
art.,” Ag everyone knows art was the
c¢reation of the Chhurch and this is
particularty true of the art of painting.
Themost rudimentary acquaintance with
the history of art in the lagy 1900 years
is suflicient to convinee anyone that art
both in architecture and painting was
the work of theCatholicChureh, for is can-
not he denied that the most absorbing
ingpiration of Christian art in its earliest
days and night up to the periol of its
most perfect splendour was the Incarna.
tion and especially the Divine Mother-
hood typified iu the Madonna and Child.
Al that is greatest and best by the com-
mon consent of the educated world n
the art of painting is to be found in the
creations of the great Catholic masters
of the golden age of painting, and this
being admitted ii will be very much to
be regretted if Catholics nowadays do
uot fully appreciate their own privilege
and allow their artistiv inheritance to be
wholly enjoyed by others. The world
shiows its appreciation of the works of
the great Catholic painters by the mone-
tary value it sets upon their great reli-
gious masterpieces, and our Protestant
friends show tl.eir appreciation of Catho-
lic art by the sbundant use they make
of it in beautifying and adorning their
hiomes. Surely we do not inten] to leave
it all to them ;it i8 the outgrowth of our
faith, the outward expression of our de-
votion, our sacred traditions aud our
religious practices, and we should see to
it that a true taste for it leaves its im-
press not only on every book, school and
charch but on every Catholic home in
the land. Of course not manv of us can
afford to possess the originals but the
modern multiplication of the various
processes of reproducing pictures, and
the perfection to which thege processes
have been carried, have placed within
the reach of almost every housebold,

even the mogt humble, the opportuuity

of adorning the home with nearly all
the musterpieces of the oller anl the
later schiools. A refined taste, therefore,
for that which is mogt perfe 't an| true
ivaid s onld bea characteristic of every
Catholie, and members of 4 Cat ol ¢
Literary guild anght o many wise
things than attem .t to intro tuc: Catho
lic pictures into Catholic homes, for by
nothing ¢an younz hives ie influenced
more than by form,color symbolism
which they see around them. As I have
said and as weull know never vefore have
the facilities been so great for obtaining at
very moderate expense reprodictio s - f
the noblest and best speciuens et us
therefore try to utiliz:, ard induced
others to atilize, the abandan reso 1iecs
at our disposal and so advrn onr homes,
the homes ot our children, with such vx-
amples of Catholic art that our little ones
thus traived up from the r earliest years
to see the best and truest in religions
art will thereby be formed not only to
iigher and nobler tastes but to a warm-
er and richer love of their religion whicl
that art symbolizes.

Aud now [ must cloge, for we have
other business on for this evening that
will prove more interesting than the dvy
paper which I have laid tefors vou. |
hiave attempted 1u a very short oM Hass
to outline some points which, as [ suid
atthe beginning, I teli misht reasonably
interest the members of «  Catholic
Literary guild. I have endeavonred to
follow your instractions to limit my
paper about fifteen minutes and in doing
this I have necessarily been able only
to skim the snrfacd of what are really
very important and it seemsto me deep-
ly interesting suobjects. Catholic Litera-
tare and  Catholic art might each in
themselves form the text of a much

s longer paper and perhaps at some foture
an imposaibility or a0 ditliaty, and we |

thne we may pleasantly and profi ot
spend an evening developping either or
both points. I trust that this meeting,
our first, is only the beginning of a long
career for each one of 13 &3 members of
our new gnill. To be suncressfal we must
lay down some definite lines ant this
hag in a smull way been my object this
evening, Having laidl down these lines
I'think if we set resolutely to work and
keep together, doing all we can to create
a bond of sympat!y and cooperation
amongst the members of the guild, and
bearing in mind that everything we do
should be done with a v.ew to our im-
provement both moraliy ard intellectu-
ally, we shall succeed, and the day will
come when we shall reflect with plea-
sure not unmixed with yride that we
had a hahd in the foundation of “The
Newman Literary Guild.”

A vote of thanks was tendered
Mr. Russell on wmotion of Mr. Gold-
en, seconded by Mr.Kennedy.

Part of the evening was taken
up with an interesting debate, in
which Mr. J. J. Smith, assisted by
Mr.F. Marrin, maintained that al-
cohol is more baneful than tobacco,
whicn Mr. F. D. Smith and Mr. E.
Golden denied. No little debating
talent was developed on both sides.
The president gave his decision in
favor of the affirmative,

The Rev. L. J. S, Williamson, an
ex-anglican clergyman who had
been received into the Church the
day hefore, was invited to speak.
After expressing his delight at the
formation of this Literary Guild,
he hoped the society would devote
its cnergies chiefly to the produ_e~
tion of literary essays and the dis-
cussion and eriticismm consequent
thereon.
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The Newman Literary Guild.

To the FElitor of
The Northwest Review,
Sir,

As announced in the last is8ue of the
Northwest Review there has been or-
ganized in Winnipeg a literary society
to be known as the Newman Literary
Guild. Such an orzanization, whose
function would be to stimulate and foster
the intellectual life and vigor of the
Catholic young meun and women of this
city has lonz besn an abiding need.
While other relizious denominations
have bad their peculiar organizations for
the social and intellectual improvement

have lacked conspicuously anything of a

distinetly ii erary character to encourage
and foster intellectnal growth and a-
chievement.The hour iag at length come.
Tue seed has been planted. Let us in
charity bope it may urow into a living
tree, ever green and ever fruitful. The
name of the so:iety—t'»e Newman Lite-
rary Guild -has been peculiarly  well
chosen.  The word “Guill” carries us
back in the Listory of the Chnrch and of
of the world to the granld oll Ave of
Faith when by means of oczanizations
known by that appellaton the great
histori Cathiolic Church in her nuwber-
less works of Chirist-like charity fed the
huangry, clothed the nake 1, and harbor-
ed the Lomuless and poveriy-siricken
among men.  What mora fiiting then
thau a title which at onve assoviates us
in thou:ht with the glorious work of
Jivine charity in the Charel, of Chirist ?
The word *“Newman™ at once calls to our
minds the name of one who wag and is
m very trath a beacon-light to inguiring
men, one who stands as the intellectuga]
aud literary glant aniony the churchmen
of thng ninetesuth century, wno by his
innate force of eharacter and hig immor-
tal tixity of purpo e hus congaered the
uncharitable animosities and unthinking
prejudices of the Enzligh people and
changed the religious tace of the Engish-
speaking world. Let us then pray
“Lead Kinily Light” that this organiza-
tion as yet in ils infantile stave may he
worthy of the patronage of the illusirious
Jotin Henry Newman.

Buatin opder that our wish in this
respect may be fally realizel we must

all pat our shoulders to the whaee] and
endeavour to] make each meetmg an un-
gnalified suc:ess from every puint of
view. The prograummes in the course of
different meetings stiould be contribted
to by every member in turn an| should
be of snch a character ag to present a
pleasing variety.

Debates and essays, although very de-
sirable should not exvlaide the reading
an | recitation of choice sslections in poe-
try and prose, or even the remdition of
beautifal productions in musie, Swin-
burne says “to have heard the greatest
works of any ygreat master ig a posses-
sion addel to the best things of life,”
and Darwin, the great naturalist, who,
through his neglect of the humanities
became so one-gided and exclusive in
hig  reasonings, said ip tig  later
life“had 1 my life to live again 1
would make a rule to read some poetry,
and listen to some good music at least
once a week | for perhaps the parts of
my brain now atrophied woull thyg
have been kept active throngn yge.” It
then shonld be an objent of the society
to cultivate in its mewmbers a laste for
good literature, and an appreciation for
fine music.

Again in the opinion of the writer it
is highly desirable that the Catholic la-
dies of Winnipeg be admitted to mem-
bership and take an active part in the
work of the Guild. This is deemed ad-
visable not only for the sake of tiue or-
ganization itself but also for the good of
the Catlinlic cause at large. If there is
one thing in Catholic circles more
lamentable than another it is the fact
that our C.tholic young men and young
women do not appreciate each other as
they should. If I may be pardoned for

so saying,mixed marriages are becoming

{a positive evil in thig city. A Catholic

young lady of creditable sonial standing
said to me only the other day that there

(] H s .
are no“desirable Catholic ynung men” in

Winnipeg, or at least if there be she did
not know them. What a sad comments-
Ty that such a statement could be hon-
88tly made! Now cannot the Guild do a
noble work in bringing the Catholic
young men and women into closer com -
munion by teaching them to know and
appreciate each other as members of
the same “household of the faith.” I
think it can.

In this way then the Guild may be.
come g powerful anxiliary of the Church.
This at least is the humble view of one
who standing by its cradle looks forward
with faith and hope to a healthy growth
and development of the gociety in the
spliere of intellectual and literary ac-
tivity.

VOLO BENE.

Education for a young Man or Woman,
for the active dutlies of lite, is obtained
at Winnipeg Business College and Short-
hand Institute. Full particulars free,

of their members the Catholic people



