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Though, as I1 said above,.no exp]anations were- needed -by my
companion, it is time for ,me to remember that my hearers are
differently situated. Tse circumstance whicis 1 arn about to re-
late are snob that 1 inight pain certain estimable familles should
I suifr myseif te be too, explicit. I shall refrain, thereforo,
fromn Baane and date, contenting myseif with tise statement that
tihe eveats te boe doscribed are stili vèry freshin l tise minds.cf
those dweiling in tise neighsbourhood of the Tabusintac, wisich is
an unimportant river on the Gulf shore of tise Province of New
Brunswick. Ini this region thero are severai small townsseparated
from, each other b>' leagues of wilderness; and one cf thes,'
about two woeks before my story commences, had b4en thrown
into, a 'wild excitement by tise disappearance of a refinod young
girl who had been somethiug of a leader in the littie societ>' of tise
district. Sho had boon showing of late some symptems of mental
trouble, and it soon became evident that she hiad fled te the woods
in P asudden lit of insanit>'. It was thse latter part of~ Autumn,
vith boisterous weather, and few wviId berrnes to bie fouïîd.: Tise
idea cf this delicate girl, wont to bie surrounded b>' ever>' devetion,
wandering a.lone through the.pitcisy darkness or thise more appal-
lingly lonel>' moonlight of those ragged forests, starving slowvly on
sucob scant food as she could pick up, and in tise midst cf por-
petual peril fromn bears and panthers-,.turnod'ever>' man cf us
into a woodsman and a trail-seeker. The town divided itself into
small isunting parties, whicb struck out iu every direction, seeking
a duàe. And tise noighbour sottlements joiued in the search.
Jf- and'myself, wvho isappened at thse time to be visitiag sonse
friends in tise town, had ahl our sympathies excited b>' tise occur-
ronce. Pr6fitissg b>' esr experience in woodcraft and canoeing,
we bad corne niany miles in pursuit cf an almost impalpable dlue;
and now, at last, our guesses were become a certainty.

As we traced up tise small foot-pnints there was elation in oui'
hearts, at thought of tise rescue we were brnging for the un-
fertunate girl; but.at, thse saine time crept over usa half-confessed
thril of weird terrer, lest we sisouid find iser in some way dread-
fully cbanged, or dying pitifully in that unspeakably desolate
piace. But tisese dim fears were speedil>' clsanged te a real and
imusediate appreieusion, as we observed tisat tise foot-prints wisich
wve were pursuing were foilowed aise by tho truck cf a isuge bear.
Tisat tise tramplings lu tise saad, bs'fere spoken of, had boon made
by a bear, we bncI of course seeu from tise finst. .Bear-tracks woro
in tisis region toc numerous te excite an>' comment. But wisen
we noticed tisat, inexorably as the wake follows thse boat, tise
girl's feet were tracked by tisose of thse beast, we wvere fillecI witis
ho rror. Wiserevor sise isad swerved aimlessi>' te this side or to
tisat, thither went tise boar's feet aiso, eften obliterating fer yards
aMa time the delicate traces whicis wore our guide. Devîcusi>'the
girl's steps wandered amossg the cranborry tangles, where sise
seemed to isave been eatiug cf tise fruit abundantly; and at last
they led back inte tise woods wisence 1 had just emoîgod. Hlore
wve migist easily have lest tisen, but for tise dreadful footmarks cf
tiseir pursuer, wisich made a clear trail througb uaderbruss and
tiiket. Wberesoever tisis trail crossed a bit cf nalied sol or
boggy sward, there were wve sure te detect tise little print.

Breatsless, and witis beating hearts, our guns ready for action,
we hastened on, over fallen trees, througb swamp and covert, till
suddenly we were brougist te an ansazed standstill b>' the Sound
cf a wosnan's voice singing near at band. As we listened tise
singing stopped; and we beard hier, a8 we fancîed, talking to bser-
self in a caressing toue. Then tise dlean voice was raised again,
in a familiar olcI song tisat rang sweetly and strangel>' througb
that wild place. -Evidontly, she Nvas still safe; andI curicsity, not
unmnixod with a sort of awe, led us te appreacis as neisoiess>' as
possible. A light evening breeze isad arisen, which set tise
branches swayiug gently, and preventod the occasienai snapping

cfatwg beneats our feet £rom 'being mankedl>' neticeable.
Presetwly, - tisrough a screen cf susali spruce wisich kept us con-
coaled, ive lpokedout upon a little glae; and on tise furdier edge
cf it'behseld a -siglit wisich for. a -moment iseid us speechless. A
hugo triee bncI been blown down, and la>' with its muas cf.roots
aud sl isigh lu tise air. In the isollow beneathi was a sort cf den
or lair; and beside it, ou a stone, sat the object cf our search. In
tise lap cf hier torm and niuddied gewn -she bncI craniserries, and

ever>' now and then sise weuld stop te eat a, fcov, daintily; at tise
saine time stretchiug eut an idie hand to caress a great black bear,
wisicls lay at lier feet and watcised iser like a spaniel. At first
view cf tise strange scene H-- had instinctively raised isis gun te
tise sisouider, but had lowered it again even before I could grasp
isis arma. J{ere was a state cf afl'airs wbicis put to rout al our
calculations.

Muteiy we gazed at encis other, ansd our eyes aked 'wiat, was
to be dono. To bave sisot the animal in cold blood would bhave
seemed te, me almost like murder, or at least iieartless treaeisery
and ingratitude. But it was growiug dusis, aud somnetising isad
te, bo doue at once. Just tison Il-, in pusiing aside some
boughs for a botter view cf tiseprodigy, made a movement whics
caught the girl's attention. She gave a startled cry and sprang
te her foot; and strnightway, with a rosir of anger, tise bear came
piunging across tieglade te ur insufficientisiding.piace. There
was ne time fer deliberation. H- raised bis gun and fired. Tise
siset plainly took effet-it wvas a heavy charge cf buokslsot-Land
tise brute staggered; but ie came ou agaiu instauntly, so 1 liftecI
my owvn weapon. As I did so tisere was a cry ef terrer f rom tise
girl, asnd tise isear steppod in.uncertaint'.- Thon hoe rau back te
see wlsat new peril wvas threatening isis mistress. H- seized me
by tise anm, and said I 1isaven't tise heart te kill tisat croature!
Let us dlean out befere ho cones atus again!" Tissagreed well
with Msy own feelings, frous whicis tise hunters instinct had iseosi
effectualiy banished at sight cf the moaster's devotion toy bis un-
happy charge. We man bacis a few rods, wviitlser wve felt tisat tise
animal would net beave isis mistress te pursue us. And thon we
paused te revîew tise situation.

Tise more wve reviewed it, tise more unsatisfactor>' did it appear.
It was evident that we could net roover tise girl tisat night, if
indeed ,ve could do $0 at an>' time, wvitlsout first destroyiing tise
animal wviicb had befriended lier. AndI that she wvas toe, oe-
covered tmat saine niglit was our fixed resolve. At lest we
planssed that we should encourage tihe brute te pursue us, and
sheuld thus avoid giviug bier tise sisock cf seoing him killed ulsder
bier eyes. Oonsidening also tisat H-'s sisot bad taken effect in
the auimal's body', we reflected that in ahl probability that one
wound would lu tise end prove fatal; la wisicis case te finisi tise
work at once would bo ne more tisan an siet cf compassion. Nover-
tbeless, it was wits most unpieasant feelings that wvo returned te.
the charge.

As we again drew near we heard n scund cf sobbing. The
girl, kueeliug on thse mess, was tearing bier skirt into, fragments,
and tryissg te stauncis a wound in tise animal's neck. As wve ro-
appeared lie struggled Imaîf ente, his foot with a monadiug growl,
but immediately fell oer agaîn, aisd la>' on bis side, bleediug pro-
fusl>'. Tise girl catue towards us, wringing bier bands, and
prayed us piteously tisat wve wvould net, kill bier deg. We led lier
back te tise creature's side, aisd iumoured bier b>' tryiîig te stop
tise bleodiug. Tion we put bier liand upoîs bis iienrt, and sisowed
ber that ise wvas already dead. At lirs 't she refused te beave lia,
but obeyed -whenwe spoke ui>'l, and came witb us, weeping and
frigbteued. It was mceulight wbenw~e rogainod our cance. The
sigbt cf this seumned te make lier more natiorial, and lior fours
vanished. But sue continued te taikc about lier poor cleg, whicls
j bnc taken cane cf bier whien surh terrible tiîngs wvere biowlinl,
jabout tise dark wvoods. Even as she spoke, tIse strange cry cf
our ncrtlîern pantser, or"I Indiait Devil," came tremsbliug tewards
us f rom a cedar swamp far off under tise ssoenighit; and bier eyes
dilated wits terrer, Wrapping bier up wanmly in cents and blan-
kets, wo fixed hier a snig place ainidships cf the cance; aisd scout
sise fell aslesp, quieted b>' tise soft motions, as -ve glided dowss tise
current tcward tise settiement at tise river's mouth.
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A wvesmAs was scated in a buggy iii front cf ir store on Yossge
Street tise otiser day wvien tise horse began te kick, and a pedesr
trias caugit ii b>' tise bnidie and obsêrved, IlSeoims as if lie was
fniglitened at sometming." Il Peniiaps lié is," replied tise wvoînan as
she tumbled.cut, "lbut I. ahways tbougbt, tise front cf. a isorse got
scared finst."


