THR CANKDIAN KROHMITHCT KND BUILDIRR 63

THE LATE COLONEL STEWART.

IT has become our painful duty to chronicle the death of
Col. John Stewart, of Ottawa, the contractor for the new
Oronto Drill Hall. His death, which occurred at his son’s
Tesidence in Toronto, on the night of the 4th of May, was
totally unexpected, being due to heart disease with which
€ceased had for some time been afflicted.

The subject of this notice was born at Dungiven, Londonde.rry
ounty, Ireland, on the rr1th January, 1835. After leaving
Sthool he learned the joiner’s trade. In 1857 he emigrated to
Cflnada, and settled in Ottawa, which, during the remainder of
'S life, was his home. After working at his trade for severa]
Years, he received in 1862 his first contract, which was to build
A residence for the Governor-General’s secretary. In 1868 he
ormeq » partnership with Mr. Stockand, which was dissolved
0 1874,

Deceaseq rapidly achieved a prominent positiop as a con-
tractor of more than ordinary skill and integrity, and was

Ehtrusteq with the carrying out of many important undertakings.
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structure is raised these can be knocked out and the permanent
posts placed, resting their bottom ends on a broad flat stone, to
form a base or foundation footing. If the supporting posts or
piers be not placed or built until after the building is erected,
then carpenters should exercise good judgment when jacking the
girders up, to place them under it and not raise them so much as
to strain the building, and it is always desirable to obtain the
crown mentioned before. The practice of temporarily shoring
the girders, and not placing the permanent supports until after
the superstructure is finished, is favored by good builders, and it
would be well for carpenters to know just how it should be done.
Setting the sill: After the guide is in position the sills are placed
on top of the cellar walls, rounding side up and hollow side out,
and are very carefully fitted together at the joints and levelled
tkroughout. The last operation can either be done by a sight
level or by following the simple method I am now about to
describe : Place 7-inch blocks at intervening distances on the
length of each side, also one at either end, and set a long
parallel straight edge on them, also set a true level on the upper
jointed edge of the
straight edge. The sill

Mentioned the extension

must be wedged up, or
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lowered down until the
air bubble in the level
tube is exactly in the
centre, and each piece
must also be wedged up
or lowered till the blocks
all touch the bottom
' edge of the straight
edge. In all cases the
whole length of the sill
should bear solidly on
the stone woik, and it
should either be bedded
in mortar or made solid
with chip pieces of slate,
stonewedges or furrings,
and these should not be
inserted less than two
feet apart. Sills are
generally kept back %
or one inch from the
face of the stone-work,
to make the sheathing
come flush with it, and
allow the water table to
project the thickness of
itself (usually 14 or
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ielq ;;m the ranks to the position of Colonel of the Ottawa
attery, ‘
reeased was twice married, his second wife and eight
dren being his survivors. :
Chara(::t()bsequies’ which took place at Ottawa, were offz; mllh:lnrc)lr
oth 'er, and were also marked by many tokens, flora -
STWise, of the high esteem in which the deceased was hel
o bout the country. His portrait in the uniform of a
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! lonel of the Ottawa Field Battery, is herewith presented to
r readers,
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$ N0 part of the construction of a frame building which
Ulre?s Mmore care or accuracy, says Owen B. Maginnis, than

'4Ising of the frame. 1 therefore trust that my remarks on
Subject will be carefully read as they will be found. very
quirectable ir? practice. Placing cellar girders': Th.ese will re-
in the 0 be lifted into the place on top of the piers built for them
Som cellar, or set perfectly level and straight from end to enfd.
the ee Prefer to give their girders a slight crown of say 4 inch in
ally thre length, and it is a wise plan, because the piers genell‘-
inste e;tle Hore than the outside walls. '\Vhen there are posl(s1
is to i brlc!‘ piers used to support the gn'.der, the best metho
ol temporarlly sustain the girder by uprights made of 2 x 4

S resting on blocks on the ground below. When the super-
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THE LATE COLONEL STEWART.

water off the stone.
Sills must be taken out
of wind, that is to say, they must l?e level all around, so that when
the carpenter sights them with his eye (tl'le .ot‘her b.emg clf)sed)
the surfaces will show as one line. All sill joists will require to
be toenailed or spiked to draw them. close.r together, ar?d the
running joists should be nailed dovetail fashion. \Vhen. sills are
made up of two thicknesses of plank, as they sometimes a.re,
they will need to be solidly spiked together, to form one with
dovetailed nails. As some of my readers may not clearly under-
stand what is meant by dove-tailing ” nails I will here state
that a carpenter dovetails nails when he drives two with the
points inclining to or from each other, so that they form, as it
were, a “ dovetail.”
WATERPROOF CELLARS.

A cellar can be so constructed as to be waterproof if the bottom
or the floor is first covered with cement, the walls built thereon
laid in cement and the exterior of the walls covered with cement.

This makes practically a watertight basin. The cement used
must be the best Portland cement, one part; clean sharp sand,
one part. After a cellar is built it is not so easy to make it
waterproof. Still it can be done. Cover the exterior of the w;fll
with the above cement, ditto the bottom, and work the cement in
under the bottom of the wall.

If these directions are followed, you will succeed. But if
cheap materials are used, and the work badly done, you will be
sure to fail.




