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DECORATION.*

And now, 10 come (o my special subject, 1 will give some hints as to the
best aianner of treating & middle-cluss dwelling, and will begin at the
entrance hall.  Of course thyre are many ways of dealiag with this, as with
every other part of the house, so I must give several modes of treatment.
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useful to have a dado here, and in the staircase following the rake of the
handrail. ‘The dndo and wall space should be scparated by a wooden
moulded mil.  The dado should be highly varnished, so as o allow of
washing and dusting without the risk of soling, ‘The color of the wails
should be pleasantly warm, such as terra-cotta, or even Pompeian red, the
dado in deeper shades of the wall color; soft olive green is also good for
slajrcase walls.  Blue, unless it is of the peacock shade, or approaching a
grey groen, had better be avoided here. The steps of stairs If of wood,
should be stained a deep walaut color, or if they be of stonc they may be
painted a deep shade of the dado color, and varnished to allow of cleaning
frequeirtly.  The hall and walls may be papered—there are special
designs made for the purpose that taok very wefl indecd, having fricres and
dadoes specially colored to match. The hall is a good place to hang etch.
ings, uutotypes, and engravings, in quict oak or black mould:d frames;
and when they form a special feature of the decoration, the walls should be
painied a quiet shade, as a florid patterned paper detracts from the value of
the pictures.  The carpets and portidres should be in strict harmony with
the decorator’s work, and should be chosen by him or the architect. I have
oficn seen the whole harmony of coloring in a house destroyerd by the
unskilfvl selection of the carpeis and hangings. ‘I'he'woodwork should be
painted in one or more shades of maroon or other rich brown colors and
varpished, all graining should be avoided. I must confine myself 10 broad
principles as I procecd, as 1 could multiply varieties of treatment without
end. The dining-room should be sombre in tone, the ceiling a vellum color
in depth to suit the walls, It may be diviged by wood mouldings into
geometrical pannelling, and these panels filled with Tynecastle tapestry or
Anaglypta, the eftect of this is as if it were cxecuted in low-rclief plaster
work. The designs f: d now arc very beautiful.  1f the ceiling is
treated in this manner, the walls may also be decorated with the same
materials, for there are friczes ‘and wall hangings made of the same
stufls, The painting and gilding on those surfaces can be as simple or as
grand as may be demanded, they are capable of many and varied beautiful
treatments. Immediately under the fricze should be fixed a moulded
picture rail ; this is much better than a metal rod, as it goes round the
entire room as the cornice does ; its distance from the cornice will depend
upon the beight of the walls, The advantages of lowering the picture rail
is that it affords greater ease in hanging the pictures, and prevents the
unsightly cords being szen to the same extent as when going to thecornice ;
by shortening the cords, too, pictures hang steadier and thé chances of
breakage are Jessencd,  This moulding can he colored to be in harmony

11 hias long been the custom to treal the hall and stai as P
parts of the house, 16 give them linle or no atiention, and so they have pre-
sented a naked, cold, and uninviting aspect—places to be hurried through
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“as quickly as possible, ‘The ceilings have been left whité, and the walls |

painted one plain unbroken tint of drab or stone color.  ‘The visitor obtoins
his first impress'on of the house on entering the ball, and it is desicable he
should be well impressed. We may first consider the ceiling. 1t should
not be pure white, as garnish whitncss is out of accord with all other coloring
—that is, in connection with house decoration ; the whiter your shirt-fronts
are the betier, ' Wel, the ceiling may be painted some shade, such ns light
vellum or fawn color. or some shade of blue, neutral in tone, Such as the
shade presented in the duck-czg shell.  The ceiling tint will be regulated by
the coloring of the walls. ‘This toning of the ceiling is good as far as it
gocs, but there is no Jimit to the various ways it may be decorated.  Sten-
cilled arnament is one of the less expensive modes.  And here, in speaking
of stencilled ornament, it must not be thought that this is necessarily a
+ cheap and nasty " mode of ornamentation because we are all familiar with
hedly designed and d work of this kind. A stencil is a design
cut in Grm paper, cardboard, or tinfoil, and the color is stamped through
the openings in ihe manncr of printing. Now all printing 15 not artistic,
yet the capital lewers in old Italian and German books are full of anistic
design—yet they are printed, 100, So withi the stencil plate. It first of all
has 10 be designed, and the bighest powers of draftsmanship may
broughit to bear in the production of high-class stencil work. 'fhe sime
design inay be traced directly by-hand, but the stencil plate is used as a
quicker method of obtaining like results.  The reason why so much work ot
this kind is inforior is simply because w is difficult to do it well.  Preston
‘Town Hall, in England, decorated by Heaton, Butler and Bayne, the
eminent glass-stainers and decoraters, is nearly all stencilled work, but yet
it is onc of the bem decornted halls in England, [ do not recommend
stencilled in place of hand-painted work ; where money is forthcoming, T
prefer 10 do the latter.  But to return (o the hall ceiling. It isu simpleand
inexpensive way of getting a pleasing effect to put a band of well-desighed
ornament vound the ceiling, its breadth'being regulated by the size of the
vestibule or hall, and there is no renson why the centre of the ceiling should
not be ¢or cred with a simple geometricat design in quict colces, and treated
fatly, without light or shade. A little gilding introduced in small spots and
thin lines defining the Jeading forms of the dinper or panclling has a very
good cffect, but there is no limit 10 the richness and quality of design that
may quite fitly be expended here.  Besides that, there are many alteraative

with the walls and rendered almost invisible, or it may be gilt solid so as 10
form a marked boundary to the frieze, The coloring of the walls should
have reference to the pictures, and should not be 100 light in tene; experi-
ence has discovered that dark reds or old gold color, not unlike rich brown
paper or dull 1ones of green, either cool and grey, or warm and brown, are
the best fur showing pictures to advantage. I painted the dining rocms of
two of the Royal Academicans in London, J. Peitie's and McWhirter's, and
in both cases the color selecied was a dark gray-green ; both uriists found
the full value of the coloring of their pictures brought out to the fullest
extent on this dark background. The Royal Academy walls are colored a
dark Indian red, and so also arc the walls of the British National Gallery.
As chairs are placed round the walls of the dining room, it is good 10 put
a chair-rail at the height of the chair-backs ; this prevents the chairs from
breaking the plaster, The dado should be colored in relation to the walls
abaove, and 2 good many shades darker ; the dark dado takes from the
bareness of a large room, and gives a coziness and furnished appearance
which does not exist when yov can see ench plece of furniture clearly defineq
against the walls, The woodwork should be painted good solicl colors of
Indian red or walnut shades, or black and resembling chony. 1 do not
recommend decorating the panels with any kind of nawral flower designs ;
thin flat hand.painted ornament in ivory color, resembling, but not imitar.
ing, inlaid werk, is chasie and beautiful. * If the wood is of good quality
the panels may be decorated with various stains in full and rich designs as
shown in snmples here, 1 have decorated the saloons of many of the great

" ocean steamships in this manner. It is best to Fiench polish surfaces

decorated in this way,

As yet I have dealt with the ceilings and walls as covered with embossed
mater als, cither in low or high rdief. The ceilings, where dust cannot
scttle, may safely have the desigos in high relief, but those in low relief nre
more sulted 10 the walls.  The walls themselves may be formed into well
p:ropot(ioned rancls, not so swall as to interfere with the placing of the
furniture of the hanging of the pictures  The panels should be divided by
wood mouldings and there should be a style round cach treated in flat tints
of such a kind as to show the panel colouring to the greatest advantage,
The French are pactial to the mode of treatment, and 1 think it a very good
one; it gives a rich furnished appearance to the walle, Both ceilings and
walls may again be oil-painted and decorated in » hundred ways: 1 have
painted many of the finest houses in Scotland in this way, the ceilings
being entirely decorated by hand with figures, wreathis, and ornamental

modes of bes'des painti ‘There ave iful paper hacging

the walls also Leing decorated with the like specially designed

specially designed for ceilings, besides severnl embaossed or raised materials
cach as Tynecastle tapestry, Anaglypta, and Jupanese leather papers, which
when harmoniously colored produce most pleasing eflects. ‘The cornice
should be colored (o connect the eciling and walls, care belng taken to use
light shades where the mouldings and corichments ave delicate.  ‘The treat.
ment as to the division of the walls will depend on the height of the ceiling,
but gcncmll); speaking 1t is good) to put a frieze under the cornice, and it is

*Abstract (rom a paoer read before the Sydney, N. 8. W., Aichitecturml Associne
tion, by Mr. Andiew Wells,

and ;mnd-p:\lnlcd ornament.  ‘This is the most artistic manner, and no two
houses are ever painted in the same way, Of course, ordinary wall papers
may be applied here us everywhere else in the house, and if chosen by an
expert? very fine effects may be obtained in this manuer, [ don’t think
there is o wiser way of spending monev than in muking the home beawtiful,
Our wives and families spend most of their lives at home, aml the enjoy-
mem derived from 1 ifn) dings ig beyond csti besides the
refining influence it has on aur children.  There is no pleasure so constant,
0 soothing, so Idsting and clevating as that afforded by a lovely home; it




