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A 7
AND FARTHEST WEST REVIEW

w°“1‘_11 appear in practically every chapter of the history_of religion.
To-night, however, we can select only three or four such illustrations,
yet these will be quite enough for our purpose. They will all_lle. in
Pont of order in the process of development anterior to the beginming
of what have been called the Positive religions. 1 may say that I have

TaWn upon Andrew Lang and Jevons at nearly every step, the latter

Sspecially have I followed in the part that Totemism has played in the
Istory of religion.

Th The first chapter I would refer to is the origin of the supe}-natural.
¢ lltgrature of the primitive stages of man’s history 1s considerable.
- consists of the fairy tales. With the psychological law that a
inele occurrence of any phenomenon creates in the mind an expecta-
tion of jts recurrence, together with the fact that even the a.mmals have
eir laws and their places to drink, the conclusion is obvious that ag
b ¢ Phenomena by which primitive man was surrounded was {egarde
Y him as in no way surprising. As the fairy tales would illustrate
there woulq be an almost complete absence of the idea of law. .Man
Woul;_:l be as if placed in a vast workshop filled with corppllcated
Machinery of which he knew nothing and yet which his pressmg.needs
'®quired him to control. In this perilous quest of his he owed his pre-
¢Tvation to his inherent faith in the uniformity of nature. “While this
fait  must have been general, yet, like all the principles which underlie
man's development, it must have been emphasized and brought more
clearly before the attention of the many by the keener vision of the

s:aders, e sequences, then, which man would observe in his
p:iuggle to make nature’s mechanism serve him would create no sur-
se.

t was the interruption of these sequences that would occasion

Surprise.  And these interruptions he would naturally assign to some
::ya]?ous power beyond his control. Such interruptions, moreover,
oy

often prove to be to his advantage so that no evil character or
Purpose would be suggested. With the sense of the supel.'natural
already inherent he would naturally associate with this conception t.hat
Power that seemed to control his destiny. As it was man's physical

©IPlessness before his animal competitors that forced him to fall back
on his intellectual resources, so it was his intellectual helplessness that

orced him to fall back upon religion.

tin Through dreams man would conceive the idea of spirit as t<l]‘ls-
o 'ngheq from. the body, and as he himself was the key to all (t,h er
to(J,eCts lying within his world, he would readily come to regard en;
. as controlled by the spirits dwelling in them. ~ These were, o
v: UISe, as natural as himself. It was only the untoward event that
n:t‘éldllea Im to regard any particular spirit as ppssessed of super-
n Tal power. The steps, however, would then be direct from a super-

atural act on the part of any spirit to the notion that the whole process




