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be speit witii a very large "P," for Nvii1dsc
delectation we' ai-e spendiiîg this deligt'i-
fui morning in arduous labour-alvays
like ta k<now about the first beginnîng,,s
of things. Tlîey flke their popular licr0es
ta start life penniless, tracing thieir vie-
torious career f rom suich trifles a-ý dt
picking up of a pin; if such a beginning
be flot obtainable a xvelconme chaiigc is
afforcled by the dariing of their faney
being- born ta luxury and xvealth, and re-
linquishing, the sanie either through» a
fair darnsel's smile or tlîroughi the con-
scientious pron-ptings of a species oi in-
tricate Socialism. The latter is i-atlt(:r
in vogue at present. Any scandai of a
higluly sensational nature xviii be received
with avidity. I hiope I make myseIf
clear ; wvhat is required is a story which
wvil1 appeal ecqually ta the fanîily ,vhio
spend half thieir Sundays in churcli
inoralizing on their neighbaurs' short-
comings, and ta the gin-besotted off-
springs of degenerationr wvho find thieir
greatest intel lectual pleasuire in pori.ig
aver tlie (letails of the latest divorce suit.
E xtremes mneet, iny lord, and we find that
the sanie story appeals ta these wi(lely
divergent classes."

"I quite uiiderstaiid, said tfeicMar-
quis, this timie hunicinge bath lus legs
unto the chair \vith liiirn, Paslîa faslîion;
"eyou wislî iiY story, ta appeal ta the ultra
religiotus an(l ta flic ultra degraded, 1)ath
of \vhose scnisibilities are ta be niiovc(l
by the sanie lever. \'T ry goafi. I was
bon of ricli andi (lisIiolest irelits, but
it wvas ahy strong-ly inul)resse(l U1)Oii
nie tlîat niy birthi was an accident, and
tlîat tliough 1 \vas the ineans of briliging
in father andi notlier tagcthe- iii the
bonids of nîiatr-ioiny,, I Nvas neyer a per-
sana gr-ata witli eitiier of theni, the union
beinig sinîgularlv millappy. Myv father
Nvas a burgiar, iiiiglit say a (lisinlguishl-
buirglar. and my iîîother \,as a ladf's
îîîaicl %vho hiad l)rove(1 bieiself uiseful ta
himi on niany occasions ; iii fact I niav
sav tlîat the onlv tinuie that sue forfeiteà
his esteen xvas* in tue accidenît of ny
own birtlî. I must gi ve :iy p)arents
crecht, loweve-, for having nmade tlue
best of a bad job) as far as I an-i con-
cernied. 1 Nvas wvell e(lucate(l, being sent
undeî- an alias bath to an Englisii p)ublic
Sehool and University. It 'Nas afteî-

hiad been sent clowri froni the latter tlîat
I lîad niiy el)och-Iiiakiflg interview witîî
niy fatiier, xvlom up ta that tinie I had
regarcled as a typical example of the
nouveau riche, knawing nothing, of lus
unifortunate tracle. Caihing nie into luis
study lie infornied nme that lie wvas a bur-
glar anci tlîat as lie feit tlîat he xvas get-
tiîug tao aid ta continue his avocation
wvitn suceess andi itliaut danîger lie was
cofltemp~lati1ig an early retirenuent after
arrangiîîg a separation franu nmy motiier.
1 well renienmber luis last xvards: 'It's up
ta you naw, Randalph ; vve've given you
a good eclucation, a good name, (I was
caileci Randolph Augustus Edward
Cecil), and you look a gentleman. I.
have lucre for you £5,000 whvlîi is ail that
reniains fronu tlîe suni I put aside for
v-ouî- use wlien yau were first born.
You'1l hiave ta get out now and lookc
after yaurself.'

To say thuat tlîe MlVarquis' words up to
tlîe p)rescrit luad filled me with. astonish-
nient, ta state that I luad oniy nuanaged
ta kecep iny balance by holding tightly on
ta the inaiutel-piece, even ta aver tluat I
liad rcl)leiuislied iiy glass during the
above î-evelation is ta convey but the
faintest concep)tion of tlue feeiiing wlîich
I \vas undeî-going. Could this be tlîe
M\ar-quis (le Cavalcanîti talkýingo? \Vas
tlîis really the utteî-ance of thue cxquisite,
whose mianners, chari-ns ',vealt1i andi no-
bilitv hiad tak-eîi Newv Yark by storrn?

Orvere thcese only the \rapouriîigs of a
title(l 1uttcrfly wlho souglht ncev amluse-
mient iiu tue tantalizing a Pre ss spider.
Such xvere the thougluts tiuat haci flaslîed
tlurough uv brain xvhiie I was standinig iii
his elegant apartnuent, replete with' ail
that xvealth anud taste coulci suggest. It
wvas as if iii a dreami thiat I hîcard luis
voice continuing, vaicing as it were n'y
own cogitations.

"To say that I was astonislîed is ta
put but a nuild construction on illy feel-
ig-s," lie canltinuiec. "I had always col'-
sileî-ed that nîy fathuer had workced lus
waNI ta lus p)ositiaon from the place of the
proverbial office-boy, and I had tliere-
fore neyer f elt anv surprise at the numer-
ous tifCOliscious vulgarisrns of whii lic
wvas so often guilty. Ta use onc of youi-
Anuericani expressions, I had always eN--
cu sed his outbreaks by remnebering that


