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he Service of the Western for over twenty years, will be superin-

®hdent of agencies in the new department, which will be termed the
®tropolitan district.

ANSWERS TO ENQUIRERS.

s Crexk, Quebec.—You did not send your name. Wedo not answer
“ch questions when asked by anonymous letter-writers.

C T. G., Barrie.—The address in question, *The Development o
30ada,” delivered by Mr. George Hague before the Canadian

t:‘lkers' Association, was reported in THE MoNETARY TIMES of Sep-
Tber 20th, 1895.

Baxker, Wiarton.—Have replied by letter.

e S M., Bathurst, N.B.—Cannot recollect or trace the article you
Btion.  In which issue did you see it ?

beStC'J' L., Detroit.—The Canadian Year Book is the publication
Joh Suited to give you such figures and ratios. Write to George
950n, Dominjon statistician, Ottawa.

BANK OF OTTAWA.

baukA Ve.rY satisfactory statement was made to the shareh?lders of this
wel) [:t‘lts _annual meeting last week. The rate of earning had been
. "alntained, and the preprietors have the pleasure this month of
tef;.l:;ng a bonus over their usual eight per cent. dividend. With
Ce to the paragraph in the report referring to an increase of
t'em:h‘fres Dew steck, while that power was given the directors at
Once e‘hng‘ it does not follow that i.t is intepded to issue sucl.l Stof:k at
mie];, ,Ive understand that immediate action on the premises is not
lega ;0 0 any case, it would take some months to get through the
TMms and special meetings which are necessary for such issue.
ancese ;’emarks of the president as to the generall)t prosperous circum-
lowe, Of the year for farmers, and the activity in mining, were t:o]-
l’acty 2 paragraph on the lumber trade of a decidedly less pleasing
€F. And living as he does in a great centre of the lumber trade,
hag 1, B€€ doubtless knows whereof he speaks. One of his sentences
¢ \:i:;;ght Canadian ring aboutit: * Let. us hope the ques'tion will.be
the inter, [by tht? Dominion authorities] in a manner consistent with
tio ¢, ‘ests of this country only.” ’.l'he ge.nera.l manager called attefm-
Octq . ti fac.t that the aggregate circulation of the banks reaf:hed in
ingy, sed ¢ highest point ever known; .artd that .the deposits have
tin ‘near]y $23,000,000 in a year. Itis mtert.estmg, too, to observe
ey, eplt? of the reduction of a half per cent. in the rate, Govern-
Posits have continued to increase.

DRIED AND EVAPORATED APPLES.

Wati::aat Canadians have much tolearn of the arts of drying and evap-
Anstro‘ pple5-~all interested in the trade are ready to admit. The
tiop tot u"gaf’f‘m Consul-General at New York recently cailed atten-
oy Position of the Dominion in these industries as follows :
Dositi(mh:]:."ied é\_pple industry in Canada does not occupy the high
xce| lent ’Cl:‘ might be expected from the great quantity and the most
thay coquamy of its fresh apples. There is consequently a lack in
apmeS o‘:“‘y of distinguished establishments which produce dried
Sm, €xportation to Europe. This is undertaken by a number of
Which i;m:’ all of whom produce ‘evaporated apples,’ the quality of
: “s‘l‘y'in (:l‘]\’ever: considerably inferior to the productions of this
tiog of fr, e United States, principally, perhaps, because the exporta-
s‘11';)1‘18 O?Sh apples in ordinary years takes away nearly the whole
Whig is nthe finest qualities of the crop, leaving thus only the refuse,
is st fit to be dried for exportation.”
cf’“‘-’ey afllatefnent. while containing some truth, is not unlikely to
ting fon ma ¢ Impression of the apple trade conditions. A sharp dis-
APpleg ”d:iSt be 'drawn, as everyone in the industry knows, between
o anadi:d In the farmhouses and *' evaporated " in the factories.
An the . 1 evaporators have, with a few exceptions, failed to main-
e Tedit of this country by their productions. Their factories
pa'tly the eo MOost part small and the machinery incomplete. This is
3Poratiy utcome of the uncertainty of the apple crops, as the

) ® yielg ofg :naChinery is carried from district to district according to
Arge oriehe Orchards. In the United States, on the other hand,
Map S have been long established, and the smaller ones are, in

. 7 Caseg
tallsts, * Under the ownership of an energetic syndicate of capi-

e .
g::t usua)), Methods of the Canadian factorymen are, as a result
e time agas thorough as those of their American competitors.

i iyr
. t’l:POl’tatnOn ix?t'ot ?}?eG}Srman Government passed a law prohibiting the
the o, ! I8 saiq

‘Pples adian‘ ev,

atherland of apples that had been dried on wire
by a trade authority that not more than one-fourth of
aporators have discarded the old trays. Where the
7 00 waod, in many cases by unskillful regulation of the

.

heat or imperfect machinery, the fruit often suffers deterioration
through overheating of the wood, whereby the apples contract a burnt
odor, and are oftentimes covered with black specks. Appearance
counts for a great deal in the sale of apples, and until the Canadian
evaporators learn to produce fruit well bleached and of a uniformly
bright color they cannot hope to succeed abroad. There is also room
for improvement in packing. A number of firms have been pains-
taking in this matter, and by a tasteful selection of a fancy paper
covering and more care and arrangement, the demand for their pro-
ducts has increased.

A comparison of the dried apple trade in Canada with that of the
United States is more favorable to this country. The N.Y. Fournal
and Bulletin of Commerce in the course of a daily review of the New
York market, Dec. 14th, quotes dried apples as follows :

Apples, sun-dried, Canada, quarters per Ib..... 5 to 6 cents.
" " State & W’n, quarters, perlb. 4 « 53} «
B ¢ Southern, quarters, perlb. .. 3 44
“ “ Southern, sliced,perlb..... 3 * 4}
“ ' Northern, coarse cut, per Ib. 4 « 4§ *
o o Southiern, coarse cut, perlb. 3 * 4

It will'be seen from these quotations that choice Canadian sun-
dried apples are worth from one cent to a cent and three-quarters more
a pound than the best United States fruit. The reputation of the Cana-
dian dried apples has been built up only by the hard work of a few
merchants. The competition of general dealers who, by way of barter,
receive large quantities of dried apples, to secure trade was so great
that it was found difficult to get them to insist upon more careful
selection and preparation of the apples. The task was undertaken and
three means of improvement suggested, viz.: that the fruit should be
(1) large quarter cut, (2) bright in color, and (3) dry. The merchants
were advised to carefully grade the fruit according to its quality, ard
above all to make prompt shipment to the wholesale centres. By these
means a vast improvement has taken place in the dried apple trade
within the past two years. With an abundant supply of choice green
fruit available, drying and evaporating apples should be profitable
industries in Canada.

BOOKS RECEIVED.

SAaTURDAY NIGHT.—This is the Christmas Number; one of a
creditable series, and more full than usual of illustrations. **Le Sabre
de mon Frere " is a good short story by Mrs. Denison, and the paper on
the sporting events and records of the year, with its portraits of our
‘‘cracks,” will have attraction for many. But the best thing in the
issue is Mack's paper, ** The Graves of Three Great Canadians.” Nor
must we forget to mention the two colored lithographs, ** The First
Harvest in Canada’ and its companion picture of the comfortable
homestead sixty years after. These alone are worth the price of the
paper.

THE CHoIR INvISIBLE. — A delightful story by James Lane
Allen, the scene laid in Kentucky; there is much agreeable word-
painting in the book, and the landscape scenes are sometimes quite
entrancing. The trials and chastenings of John Gray are told with
fervor; the result of them the reader must discover for himself,
Although uneven in parts, the style is elevated and chaste. [t is a
book that deserves many readers. George N. Morang, Toronto, is the
publisher; 12mo. cloth, $1.25; paper, 75 cents.

THE CanapiaN CHURCHMAN.—A new dress of type characterizes
the latest number of this weekly, which is the Christmas Number.
The literary contents are interesting and the pages pleasant to the eye,
careful presswork being evident throughout. The illustrations are
numerous and the cover unusually a:tractive.

Accompanying the December number of the Windsor Magazine
()London: Ward, Lock & Co ; Toronto: Wm. Bryce ; price, 35 cents),
is a 150 page novel, “The Scallywag,” by Grant Allen. An article of
more than passing interest to Canadians is one on ** Masters of
Empire,” a chat about Colonial Premiers, with illustrations of the
Colonial offices, London, and a number of the Premiers.

CLEARING-HOUSE FIGURES.

The following are the figures of the Canadian clearing houses for
the week ended with Thursday, December 16th, 1897, compared with
those of the previous week :

CLEARINGS. Dec. 16. Dec. 9.
Montreal ....... tereneaee-...$13,269,251 $12,901,554
Toronto ........covvvuunns. ... 8,321,549 8,400.241
Winnipeg .................. .. 2,158,412 2,480,301
Halifax ........... e ceee. 1,178,106 1,249,270
Hamilton ............ e e . 667,975 792,048
St.John evvvinrnnininnnnnenns . 585,841 670,869

$26,181,134 $26,494,283

Aggregate balances this week, $3,501,445 ; last week, $3.754,407.



