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inted out that the retail merchants were net there owing
the. fact that they were net then organized. The. cen-
uuion recommended the. rentai tax aa impoed in 1907, ex-
t that the. rate waa fix.d at aix and two-thirda per cent.

the. annual rentai value, b.ing a tax equal to one-fift.entii
tiie rentai value for the year.

Tiie retailers soon dfiscovered the business tax was a
'ect discrimination againat them because they occupi.d
=mises along the front atreets wiiere the. renta were
:hest and tby found upon investigation that the. ether
dinesa interesta and the. professions w.re eacaping their
)per share of the. tax au coliected. In 1911 a atrong move-
nt was ccmmenc.d te have this unfair tax abe1ished.
legations of niercliants appear.d before the. city councîl
1 altiiougii the. council admitt.d that there was a great
usitce being done, y.t no action was taken to provide
emedy. Tii. agitation conîtinued. Conferences were iield
,hi the. board of control and the. city legisiature commritte.
1915, the. retailers decided to aak for relief through the
>ptlon of a scale ef percentagea to apply te rental values
~iiar te the. scale 'whicii applies te premises in the. Ontario

*The. city council flnally took action on October 16th,
6, wii.n they requested thie board cf valuation and r.-
ion of the. city of Winnipeg to hold public sessions at
ic> #ll persons intcrested or affected miglit give evidence
information on metiiods of taxation whicii nigiit b. con-
er.d as applicable or appropriat. for adoption in tise
î' cf Winnipeg, and te obtain aucli furtiier information as
ffht b. considered advisable and that the. board cf control
itruct.d ta provide the. nec.ssary funds. Meetings were

d in the scheola cf the. city, 17 in ail, the. retail merchants
1 otiiers presented tiieir views. On June 25th, 19127, tii.
ýrd of valuation and revîsioli made ita report to tih. city
Lucil after the. members iiad vlsited many cities and inter-
w.d 'the leading tai experts on this continent, In thiier
ort, tiiey aay: "Thia commission recomînenda tint the.
;iness tax b. abandoned. Your commisalonera recom-
nd that a systeni of inconie tai b. fortiiwith adopted ini
ce of thi. business tai.»

Mr. Melsted submltted numereus figures te shoew the. in-

lie unfaki', Residents outside the citY limita 4
tii.mselves of the. city benefita without payiný

Single Tax on Land
Singie tax metiieds of taxation were nai

fore the. commission on March l2tii, by D. W.
Hiigh MeKenzie, representing the. Single
western Canada. The abolition of all pres
force and taxation by a singie tax on ail va
tax being based o>n the. rentai value of the
systeni advocated. Tiiey proposed tint taxa
vacant lands should b. iucreased by 100 per
claimed, would enable the cities to reduce tih
buildings by 10 per cent. yearly until it cease:
value of land ia made by the. community and
dividual; lands iield for speculation should
taxed heavily.

Draatic changes in municipal goverunr
gested by R. Hl. Shanks, of Winnipeg's boar
on the. saine day. Tiiere are toc inany mu
monta by far, li. saya. In the. old days it wi
cause of the. slow metiiod of travel in rural
the advent of the auto niany of the. sparsel
could b. united and one set of officiais do> t
was n»ow distributed among prcbably a dozei
said h.e had no alur t. malce on the rural cou
almply the. overlapping of government lie

He urged thnt land speculatien iiad been
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