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UNLICENSED FIRE INSURANCE.

Nearly Two Hundred Mlions of this Business Waa

Written in Canada Last Year.

Tlie ameunt of fire insurance carried ou property lu Can-

ada by fire însuranco companies net licensed te transact
business ln Canada was, in 1912, $197,918,437, compared witli

$191,038,071 in 1911. The following table shows how the

ameunt was divided among the various provinces:-
Ontario....................$83,082,360
Quebec......... ........ ..... 63,983,612
iBritish Columibia .......... ...... 12,502,428
Manitoba. ...................... 11,873,923
Alberta..................7,903,590
Saskatchewan...............7,156,543
New Brunswick............. ».....5,656,373
Nova Scotia ............. ........ 5,758,608
Prince Edward Island.........1,000

$197,918,437

Noarly half the ainount, or $83,082,360, of this ''unli-

consed insurauce," was placod in Outario, while $63,983,612

went to Quebec. Britishi Columbia cornes third with $12,-

502,428, and Manitoba f eurtli wltli $11,873,923. Iu 1911, the

provinces ranked in thec saine order as this, only oaci with

smnuller amounts.
Nature of Property Insured

Ilaro is a table showîng the nature of the property in-

sured by the "1unicensed"l eoncerus last year and lu 1911.
1911 1912

Luinbor and lumbar niills ........... $ 15,084,067 $ 12,532,097
Other industrial plants and mercantile

establishmnents .. .. .......... 111,077,541 108,319,1947

Stock and inercliaidise ................ 27139,444 51,918,433

Railway property and equipinont ... 36,243,272 23,842,495

Misiellanoous. ....................... 1,493,747 1,305,465

$191,038,071 $197,918,437

There wa8 a decrease last yoar lu ail classes which carry

unlicensed insurance, as coxnparod with 1911, with one excep-

tion. This was ''stock and inerchandise," which showed a

large gain, the figures incroasing frein $27,139,444 te $52,.
918,433.
whlo Are Dolng tise Business?

Tlie follewing table shows tlie classes of insurers which

transactad this business lu Canada last year and in 1911:-
1911 1912

Lloyds Association .................. $59,629,932 $64,129,595

Reciprocal Underwriters .. ý............13,571,461 13,887,644

Mutual Cempanios ........... ......... 73,835,539 86,347,397

Stock Ceinpanias.. ................ ... 41,581,705 33,553.801

Net speeiliod...........,.............2419,434

$191,038,071 $197,918,437

The business of Lloyds increasod by about $5,000,000 st
yaar. While the reciprecai underwriters carried practicaiby

thse saine amount of business lu tic two years, the mutual

cenîpanies in 1912 gained about $13,000,000, and the stock coin-

panios lest $8,000,000 of business as comparod with 1911.

Wbat thse Law Say$
Section 139 of the Insurauda Act reguis.tes unlicensed in-

surance lu Canada. It reads lu part as follows:
"Notwithstandiug auythîng in this Act contained, auy

person may mesure his property, or any, property lu which hoe

lias an insurable intorest. situated iu Canada, with any Britishs
or toroiga unlicensed insulance company or underwritors, and

may aise Înaure wlth peraons who reciprocaby insuro for pro-

tection onbly and net for profit; and any ptoperty insured or

te be iusured nder the provisions of this section may be lu-

spocted and any loas incurred lu respect theroof

adjustod; provided sucli insurance is offected ontaide of Can-

ada and withont any soliîtation wliatsoever directly or in-

dîrectby on the part of sucli empany, nnderwriters or persens

by whidh or whom the insurance is mnade; and providaed fur-

tiier that ne such empany, underwritors or persons shahl

withiu Canada advertise their business in any nawspaper or

other publication or by circular minaled lu Canada or elsowliore,

or niaintain an office or agoucy thoroin for the roeipt et ap-

plications or the transaction of any act, matter or thing ralat-

ing ln any way te their said business."
Whan the Act. waa baing rovised lu 1910, the iiconsod

insurance empanies vory naturally protested agaiust the prac-

tice ot unlicensad insurance, but their arguments ýwero un-

availing.

PUBLICATIONS REOEIVED.

The Prosperity edition of the Calgary News Tebegram,

coutains authoritative and interestÎuR articles relating te

Calgary. Lt la a great credit te the editors and pubhialiers.

SIGNIFICANCE 0F THE PIRE WASTEC.

Everybody's Pocket is Affected-Saskatchewan's Coin-
missioner is Busy.

The fire loss in Canada for the year 1912 amounted ap-

proxiinately to $23,00,000, or a per capita Io," of $3.07. TeoP
this must bie added a per capita cost of xnaintaiuing fire bri-
gades of $1.25, makîng a total tax of $4.32 per capita. The
nurnber of lives lost as a direct consequence of lire amnounted
to 203 for the sares period. These appallingly large figures
indicate a condition of affairs that demands prompt attention
and strenuous action. The absence of interest in the problemas
presented by our national fire waste lias been ne less appail-
ing tlian the magnitude of the waste itself. An unpardonable
apathy and indifference have characterized our people in this
regard until recent years. The economic significance oft ire
waste lias been too long overiooked, and a campaign of eduea-
tion te emphasize this aspect of the fire waste problem, is the
first necessary step towards its solution. Once people realize

that they theinselves are being impoverishcd in conseun,
they will net be slow te perceive the abselute necest of

hearty co-operation with every scheine devised te, aeeospli
the reduction of fire loss.

Destruction of Accuznulated Capital
Every ire menus the actual destruction oe n ueh aeeu-

mulatedl capital, leaving the country witli tliat miucli less

means te finance its enterprises. The lire waste touches thse

pocket of every -nan, weman and child in the Dominion of

Canada,' and, figure it out liow lie xnay, the tax fales on that
individual known as the "ultimate consumer.'' tntil quite
recentiy, tlie sliallow and unaccountable idea fonid Place ia

many ininds that the lire basses were being borne by the. ln-

surance cempanies. Tliis idea is graduaily disappeariiig b.

fore an increasing realization of the fact tliat inaurance corn-
panies are merely collectors and distributers of a lire tax.

Thegreater tlie lire boss tlie more tliey must colleet te meet that

lg.A recognition of the true significance et lire waate is

rapidly gaining ground, liowever, and, as a eonsequence, legis-

lation along preventive lines la receiving earxiest attention,
The United States has thoroughly awakeued te the necessities
o! the case, and in niost of the states lire marsisal dopartments

are iii oporation and fire provention associations are growing

in number and influence. Canada, whleh has proved ratker

tardy in this regard in the past, is aIse showiug signa Of
awakening.

Two Provinces Have ComissleflbT
For sevoral years Manitoba hais stood alone aimong Can.

adian provinces in tlie matter of having, lire prevention legisla-
tion. Saskatchiewan has followed suit by enacting an art
along the saine Uines and appointing a lire cosamisslener, whose
duties it la te investigate al lires, where neeessary, with a
view te deterniining their cause. Furtliermore, a record of al
lires oecurring in the province sliall be kept and shall b.
avalablo for publie inspection. During the three meniths that
tlie office has been in erainconaiderable progresu has been
made and lienrty coera. o lias been given by insurance
companies, civic and municipal authoritios and lire Chiefs. _,.
bulletin, issuod te upwards ef thirty cities and towns in the.
province, urging tho neeessity of a elean-up or lire prevention
day met with a liearty and loyal response lu most cases and,
douLtiess, mnucl good lias resulted. A À ylW previding for
systematie inspections Of premises by the maembers of the tire
departinenta and reguiating many condjitions wlhiich constitute
a fire menace, has been submittod te the cities of the province.
Te Prince Albert beloiigs the credit of liaving promuptly adopted
it almost in toto, whilst otlior cities have it under consideration,

tTniform Standard in BY-laws
The attainnient of as uniforin a standard as possible of

fire prevention by-laws and regubatiens la a ensummiation
"devoutly te bo wished," and, to this end, an effort will b.
made te brg tlie subject before every town and village eojn.
cil in the provinýe.

Tliat mueli eau be accomplishoed is evidleat fromn thse faet
that considerably over 50 per cent. of lires aiready reported
are due te preventibie causes. The publication of fs.cts and
figures from tinie te turne lu the columans of the press 'will, it
is hoped, start ail responsile autliorities and the general public
a-thinlxing about our truiy seandalous ire wasto and thug iead
te botter mothods and practices ln thse future, are statement,
of Mr. R. J. Lean, Saskatcewan%' lire cormmissioner. NO
country la the world lias a greater probleni, in regard to lire
waste, than Canada. Witli an average per Capita fire loqs
whicli is eiglit turnes as great as the average loss in Europea]l
counatries, it is obvions that thoera must be a great awakenlng
if wo are te rid oursolves of the disgrace and penalty of the,
largeat per capita lire waste ln the world. "Eternal viilance
is theprice of safety."

Victoria, B.C. board of trade is seeking t fetabt
ter freight service wlth the grin tar e f t a ,.

part of the province. -ter
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