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Aithougl this paper is intended to deal primnarily wvith the
early diagnosis of uterine cancer, stili it is very important to
survey briefly the prevalent ideas in regard to the causation of
cancer in general, since, if one bas sorne idea of the probable
causation, one may be led the more reasonably to an early ding-
nosis of the condition.

First of ai, w'e mnust realize that cancer is universal, ail rac-%
of mankind and ail vertebrates being hiable 10 it.

]3ashford states that the vegetarian castes of India arc no more
exempt than are those living on a mixed diet, thougli it lias been
stated that the Jews of Eas~t London beeome more liable to it after
some years of living in England. Hoee, the mode of living would
seem ho have little 10 do wihh the causation of the discase.

Again, the discase sccmns ho have a predilection for certain
regions of the body in different species, mamrnary cancer bcing
common i11 tie nolise, but rare iii catlle.

Experimentally, Ihere eau be producecî:
1. Local infiltration.
2. Syshematie dissemination.
3. Terminal cachexia.
The transference is a truc transplantation of living celîs, infec-

tion taking 11o part. 1lence, Ribberh's vicw of cancer is Ihal il is
a conlinuance of growîh of cels wvhicli primarily wcre confined ho
a circumscribed area.

Age incidence: This lias been shown ho be the samne for short-
lived animals as for man.

Now, explanations of cancer must agrec with:
1. That statistically, cancer is a function of nge.
2. That biologically, cancer is a function of senescence, and,

one may add, of irnmaturity.
The law of agc incidence applies alike ho individuals of a
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