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TG o AL EEY S L el ke s D L LA S

Buddhus In whatever these notions ormnated lhe coincidence
is.stfiking, and deserves to ke noted by those who think thatthey
: '*can ﬁnd the doctrine of a Trinity in all religious creeds, ‘and who
L suppose that the idea was denved by tradmons from the early
’ oemtorq of maakind.
) Another circumstance, in. which the three religions of Chma
resemhle each other, in their atheism. The Confucmne derwe
:their diagrams, or mystic numbers, frum the extreme point or
nullity ; the Taouists talk of myrinds 'of concretions, produeing
emptiness ; and the Buddhist system is founded in nonentity.
« No first canse’ characterises all the sects ; and the supreme
self existent God is scarcely traceable through the entire range of
their metaphysics ; and yet the Chinese manage to combine the
apparently irreconcileable principles of athsism and polytheism.
« Gods many, and lords many,” are adopted by every sect, and
it is more easy to find a god than a man in China. Though they
acconnt no divinity to he eternal, yet they discover a god in every
thing. Their temples, -houses, streets, roads, hills, rivers, car-
riages, and ships, are full of idols : every room, mche, corner,
door, and window, is plastered with charms, amulets, and em-~
blems of idolatry ; so that while they acknowledge no god,. they
are overtun with nvods ; and find it xhelr greatest burthen to sup~

port nud worshrp therr uumcrous panthoon.

R TRLCT-DISTRIBUTIOI\ IN-CHINAL

On our nrnval at the beaeh, ._we were anxmu-a o drstnbute a
few ‘tracts before aur’ departure ; but’ ‘the’officer in uttendnnco
snid, that as the 'nandarms 'had beensupplied: with- hool\e, nhz ,
not necessnry to sprend them amone‘the people. VVewere, ko
ever; of a drﬁ'erent opmron and, openingour stores, Wwe bewon
to deal them out to the by-#anders, To aur surprise, the momen;
a tract was held up, a rush was made for it-; and, as Qmol\ly £
we could take them out, . they were snatched from our haids by
the natives. This cavsed o tumult ; and the oflicer, findir the
peaple crowd round in such numbers, began with the police run-
pers to beat them off with cudgels. The populace, however,
returned to the charge, coming np on one side as fust as they

ber ; until, dissatisfied with our slow . e . :
were drrven oﬁ'on the other ; ! i comrade, (;ener.ll William Pepe, was dug out alive on the fifth

day. A lady with_child was liberated by the sole -lubour of her ||

mlethod ol'drstrlbutmn, they thrust their hands into the basket,
aud helped themsel{es. Itwas in vainto remonstrate, they were
determmed to have the tracts, and i in a few minutes Pvcry Jeafl
.d rsappeared lwh:le we, with drf‘ﬁculty, mamtmned our stunding.
J- -Hnd we b n aware of theu- mtenhon, yve m:nht hnve mounled
1., some. ely vat d phee, or, huve pushed o&' to some drst'moe from ||

the‘"land ; )
once commenced could not be reelsted No sooner were”the

books in the hands of the crowd lhan they were out of ° swht ol'

the ,oﬂicers, for the Chmese wear lorne loose. sleevcs "msleud of it
pockets, und 1mmedmtely a‘tract was obtained, it ‘waént up “the
eleewe, so lhat it was’ dlﬂioult for the mnndarms Lo ﬁnd or recover

one. , SR

Their anxrety to obtain books, however, must not in the least
‘be ascribed to any knowledge of, or relish for, their contents ;
but merely to an eager curiosity to get possession of something
that came from ubroad and on meutmble cupidity to obtain
what was to be had for nothing.

ISLAND OF POO-TO0 —~CONTRAST BETWEEN IT8 MORAL AND
MATERIAL FEATURES.

We loaded our boats with traets, and went ashore ; where we
commenced ascending those romantic heights, crowned by fan-
tastic temples and enchanting groves, so glowingly described by
a prevrous traveller in his 1ccount of this island. We soon found
"a broad and well-benten pnthway, which led to-the top of one of
~the hills, at every crag- and turn of which, we espied a temple or
~ a grolto, an inscription or.an image ; with here and there & gar-

den tastefully laid out, and walks lined with aromatic shrubs,
diffusing a grateful fragrance through the air.” The prospect from
" these heights was delightful in the extreme ; numerous islands,
far and near, bestudded the main ; rocks and precipices above
and below ; here and there a mountain monastery rearing its
head ; and in the distant valley, the great temple, withits yellow
tiles, indicative of imperial distinction, basked like a basilisk in
the rays of the noon-day sun.  All the aids that could be collect-
ed from natore ond art, were there concentrated, to render the
scene lovely and enchanting. But to the eye of the Christian
philanthropist, it presented one melancholy picture of moral and
spiritual death. Viewed by the light of revelation, and in the
prospect of eternity, the whole island of Poo-too, with its pictur-
esque scenery, its hundred temples, and its six thousand priests,

exhibited to the mind nothing bata useless waste of property, a

gross mreemployment of time, and a pernicious fostering of error,

tending to corrupt the surroundma population, and to draw off]
their minds from the worship of the true God, to the adoration of’
the phantom Buddha. All the sumptuous and extensrve ‘buildings
of this island, were intended for no other purpose than to screen
wooden images from the sun and rain ; and all its inhabitants
employed in no other work than the recitation of unmeaning

‘prayers, and the direction of useless con templdtions, towards

etocks and stones : so that haman science and human happiness,

{ian attitade ol' ‘despair ;

jto the breast of its dead mother, and perfectly recovered, alter

but it’ wes as sudden as to: ue n was new, _und when )

would notbe in the least diminished, if the whole island of Poo-

too, with its ‘gandy temples, aud lazy pnesls, were b]olted ont
from the face of the creation.

FUTILITY OF cmnrr:sr: EDICTS.,

One very severe proclawation: was “igsued in the yenr 1812 in
which the diffusion of Christianity ) wes declared a. cupltal crime ;
and yet, in the very teeth” of that order,Dr. \Iorrr:on und hls
brethren hn.ve been cnrr_ymw ‘on their operntlone, for the. quarter
of acentury. When the Honourable Compnny schnrtered slnp,
the Amherst,, went up the coast, proclamations’ of various kinds
welexssued "3 and the most furious edicts hnve followed ench suc-
cessive voyagain the same direction, which, if collected, would
filla volume. No sooner had the enterprise deseribed inthe
foregoing pages, been conchided, than a dispatch arnved&from
Peking, addressed to the viceroy of Canton, expressive of the
emperor’s high displeasare, and requiring the governor to tuke
measures to prevent such proceediogs iu future,

EARTHQUAKE IN CALAnmA.—Aﬁer the bodies of all the
victims had been recove‘ﬁad the melancholy fact was prowed that
full one-fourth of the number would have been saved had prompt
means been fourd to disencumber them from’ their situation.
The men ‘were found to have expired in the act.of making desper—
ate efforts at’ drsenwogement But the-women were generally in

the ﬁucrers convulslvely t.ntwmed .Lmnngst therr hmr. Not 80

*éd ,to have been careless as to themselvea devotmv all their
"‘to the preservatmn oflhe mfnm. th l}lEll‘ bodlcs ex-

wau lhem H o:, with's arms and hands exténded towards the. Bpol
where the chrld was found, it eeemed, that ulthouwh unnble to

rid conscivusness of the vicinity. Many signal Lumples were
exhibited of the heroism nod vigour of men, and of the indomi-
table power of maternal affection. An infant was rescued clinging

heing three days under the ruins. An uncle of my old friend and

husbund, after bem" two' duys buried. . Three doys aftérwards
she wasg brouuhtto bed ; and 1onether wnth her child and hus-

her hornd tomb she rephed?

A slight glimmer of_ light penetrated to her tomb which enubled

established the facts. of this sarprising case and those ulready
mentioned.

Many cases of prolonced vitality in ammals were more surpris-
ing than those of the human species. Two 1nules lived under
2 mountain of ruins, one twenty-two days, the other twenty-three.
Ahenlived also twenty-two days, and two. fut pigs thirty-two
days. All of the human species, as well as the brutes thus usher-
ed again to-day, preserved for a length of time a sort of stupid
weakness, no desire to eat, an insatiable thirst, and an almosy
blindness. -

. Ofthe number saved, many men returned to their occnpauons,
healthy and in good spirits, while others remumed arlmg and

pend on the period of their-ichumation, and on the loss or preser-
vation of hope in the différent partles. The. young Elorsa Basili,
ulthough very handsome, treated with every kindness and amnuse-
ment by her relations, was never after known to move her lips
into any thing like asmile. . All those who were burred for any)
length of time, when interrogated about their sensetrons, made for
answer—*¢ So far I remember ; further I thought not, and know
nothing.?” "Most of those persons died at premature ages. Eloisa
Basili, oppre\ sed wrth melancholy, refused to marry ; neither
would she reilre to a convent, as recommended by some of her
pious friends. \Her only plensure seemed to be in solitude. Seat-
ed under o tree, she would sit for bours, her eyes averted from
every habitation, and fixed upon the sea. On the appearance of|
an infant she mvoluntarrly turned her head aside,

Tae Lorp’s PRAYER ON THE F1ELD OF Barrre.—‘ Let
us now,”” says Erasmus, ¢ imagine we heara goldier among these
fighting Christians saying the Lord’s Preyer. Our Father, says
he. Oh, hardened wretch ! Can you call him Father; when
you are just going o cat your brother’s throat 2 Hallawetl beihy
name. How can the name of God be more rmploualy unhallow-
ed, then by mutual bloody murder among you his sons ? Thy
kmgdam come.

while you are eadeavouring to. establrsh an enrthly deepotrsm, by
”Thy will

their hands extended over_ their heads;||"

with. molhers who penshed wnh their ofl‘;prm H tbese .11! uppear- =

’fhd nnd 1rched abcve their fittle ones, they seemcd to hopo tof|

touch rt, becnuse of the few intervening ruins, they had the hor-|]

band lived many \eors.r Bemg asked whut eens’ruons she felt in |
o I"warted and wmtod

=,-;w1lh conﬁ- S

'l‘he poor nsrl Elolsa could not posstly hberﬂte h.erselfl from, the o
corpse of her littla: srster, ‘being closely hemmed in: by lhe rume. B

her (o count the returns of day. "Bt other authority rrrefragahly

melancholy. This difference: was supposed in great part to de-

Father in heaven, Give us this day our datly bread, ‘when you
are'going the next minute to burn your brother’s com-ﬁelds, and
hud rnther lose the beueﬁts of lhem youreell‘ thnn ISuﬂ'er lnm to

when, 50 fa l‘rum forvwmw your. brolher, you arg go:n
the' haste’ you'can, to murder him jn’ cold blood fori:an!

evil being by whose spirit you are «rmded, in contriving the great-
est possible evil to. your brother?’’. . Yet there are persons who,
while they pass over altogether the impiety and unchristian
character of war itself, are horrified at a battle bemg l'ought on'a
Subday ! : -

“POETICAL PORTRAITS.

[The following verses—roprinted from a scrap-book—nre the compoelifhn

guished himsslf by hiscontributions to Bluckwood‘s l\[ngar.lne, nnd by wor)u
entitled the Anetomy of Drunkennese, the Phllosophy of Bleep, ew ] \
“' ) - ShaLapeare. )
His war the wizardapeil
: , Thespirit to enehaind - o Ton
T Mis gruspo'er Noture (i, E

! let'm. g
H is spirlt was the home
Of espirations high!
A Teniple, whose huge dome
Waas hidden In the sky, =

Thomson.
The Seasons as they rolt
Shall bear thy nume along;
And graven on the soul
Of Nature, live thy song.

Gray.
Sonring on pinlons proud,
The lightuings ofhis eyo
Bear the black thunder-cloud,
He passes swiftly by.
; Burm‘."fk ' L g
He selzed his country’s Jyre,
Wlth ‘ardent gmep ‘and strongr
. And mudo his noul o!‘ five;. '
Dieeulvo lt.uell‘ ln uong.

R Ca!erzdge.
Meglcmn, whoge dread spell,
Worklng in pale moonllght,
From Superszmon'n cell’
Invokes ench satellite ! v

Wordsworths
He hung his harp upon
Philosophy’s pura ehrlne 4
And, placed by N ature's throne,
Composed each placid line.

Campbell. T
With all that Nature’s fire '
Can lend to polished Art,
1e strikes his graceful Lyre
Tothrillor warm the lleart.

SGO“- i
¢ sings, and lo ! Romance
Starts ffom its mouldering orn, .
While Chivalry’s brlght Lance "%
And noddlng Plumee retum- SR

Wzlran L :
His rm'nln, ke holy hymn, C s TE e
Upon the enr doth float;: Wl
Or volce of Oherubim AT
In mountnln vale remote.
Henians.
To bid lhe big tearatart
Unchallepged from its. shrine
And thrill the qujvering heart
" With pity's voice, are thing.
Shelley. ‘
A solitary rock
In a far distant ges,
Rent by the thunder’s shock,
An emblem stands of thee !

Hagg.
Clothed In the rainbow’s beam,
' "Mid strath and pastoral glen,
He sces the Falrica’ gleam '
~ Far fram the, haums of men.
Byfon )
Bleek clouds hie forehead bound
And at-his feet were ﬂowers-'
_Mirth; Madness, Mnglc found - -
In him the!rrkeeneet power‘l

Do you pray for the coming’ of bis Fingdom,||

. . Maore.. . o
-Crowned with: perenniel rlowera,
By Wit ard Geniul wove, :

the spilling of the blood ‘of God’s sons and sub;eele? .

He wauders throug he'boweu ) _/ v e

be done on earth as it isin heaven. His will’ in” I eaven is l'orl

‘or Fancy nnd ofLoY_ :

" Creation owned; his reign. ce e

-

peace, but you are niow medxmlmg wer. Dare you sny to your '

trespass, - wliich, after all, is but j imoginary Do you. presume 0.
deprecate the dnnver of temptatton, who, notwnhout grent danger i
to ' yourselves, are doing all yon can to- forco your brother into -
danger ? Do you deserve to be delwered from évil, that is," the ‘

‘oftho late Robert Macnlsh, 2 man of eccentric and varied gonlus, who distin-




