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Lacuure.—On the 4th December the ladies
aid of SL Simon’s Church beld a bazaur and re-
alized from tho eale of plain and fancy articles
tho sum of §55. Aprons for youngand old were
thostaple goods, but pincushions, piclure
frames, ete., found a roady sale.

On Christmas Day the usual service was held,
and the congregation presented the Incuambont,
Rev. A. B. Given, with 835, as & mark of their
apprecistion of the sorvices he renders both
gpirituslly and socially to the members,

On Now Year's Day the congregation of St.
Aidan's Church, Wentworth, had a very nice
Christmas tree, with a supper in tho Orange
Hall. There wasa large attendance of the
members, and many visitora from the udjoining
parishes.  Rev. Mr, Hutchings, of Arundel, was
prerent and helped very much to malke the
proceedings lively. He riggea up a telophone
and held a conversation wilh Santa Claus'
seeretary, previous to the entry of his welecome
saintship, who distributed the presents vory
nicely. The children of the Sunday school,
under the management of Misa Morrison, the
duy school teacher, rendered a very unice pro-
gramme of mueic and recilations execedingly
well, There wasalso a spelling bee in which
the girls took part. Miss Boyd receiving tho

rize. The members of the Church presented
Rev. Mr. Given wilh $[£75,a8 a small token of
their esteem, )

Itis gratifyiug to note thut the church that was
only a ibonght three years agn is now a reality
that is puid for. The congregution have done
well, and now what is needed for completion is
that the church bo puinted inside and out, and
a surplice provided.

SYNOD MEETING,

The thirty-sixth annual session of the Synod
of tho Diccese of Montreal wus opened Tuesday
a.m., 15th January, with service in Christ
Church cathedral, a4 which the Lord Bishop
delivered the following charge:

* A sower wont forth to sow his seed, and
whon ho sowed, somo foll by the wayside: some
foll upon stony places: some fell among thorns:
and other fell into good ground. In tho exposi-
tion of the purable we are told that the seed is
the * Word of the Kingdom,” In another place
it is called ‘the Word,’ and in yet another * the
Word of God,! Thore is no fault to be found

with the seed. The seed in cach case is to be
considered vital and sound. It isabloto spring
up (with due opportunity) and bring forth
abundantly tho good fruit which nourishes to
eternal lifo, '

*We (who are mol hero together toduy,
avowedly to promote the work of the church)
are the sowers of the Word of God. The pertect
and living seed, beloved, is entrusted to our
weak human bands. Wo are required to sow
broudcast, as did the sower of the seed in our
Lord's parable. Our office is ancient, dignified
and respunsible, und our duty simple and cloar,
We aro to preach the Word, in seuson and out
of season, by which, I understand, without cos-
sation, no rest allowed in this honorabie lubor.
In our lives, as well as by our words, we are to
be continually mindful of our bigh and holy
calling, not only in the public services of the
church, butin private vi-its, and inthe home
life, we areto be at all times ready to make
krown the mysteries of the Kingdum of God. I
have spoken of dur daty as sowers of the Word
of God as simple and clour, bnt L must quality
those words, I speak to men who know that
human infirwity otten renders that difficult
which in itself is simplo and perfect,

The ministrv of the Word is not accomplish-

cd without efforl; it supposes knowledge; it .

supposes exporionce; it supposes personal
devotion, self-sacrifice, and above all faith in
God and in the power of the Word, Broadeast
50Wers a8 we ars, we are not invited to cast the
secd to the birds of the air: on the contrary, it
is right to uso judgment in the solection of the
ground. Inthe naturo of things some seod must,
in our oyes, bo lost, but the good ground is
what is to be desired, and when found is to be
appreciated and worked. In this duty of sow-
ing [ wish Lo be understood as including all the
active duties of the ministry, preaching, teach-

“ing, public services and private ministrations,

and it i3 to this last [ now cull your attontion
and shall detain you for o short time., There
aro few duties of the pastorate more difficult to
perform satistactorily than house to house min-
istrations, especially in this age of what 13
culled advanced thought. A clergyman wishes
Lo betruo to himself and true to his sacred cal-
ling, but dovs not desire to intrude uninvited
iuto the personal peculiarities of thought and
opinion of Lis purishioners. [t often happens
that whero he is supposed to be the teacher, ha
finds it necessary to aceept the attitude of the
learner, and he doés lourn palienco, if nothing
more. On his purt (whatever the diversity of
rehigious babit and taste between him and his

peoplo) he must bo ready at all times to

sympathize with their jrys and sorrows. Ile
must strive to overcome his own prejudices
and ignorances, as wellas theirs, in order that
ho may be tothem inall hawility and in all
exigencics, the minister of Christ. Now (not
for a moment forgetting the presenco and teach-
ing and powor of the Spirit of God) so hard is
it Lo bring onesclf into due subordination of
mind and spirit, that the best and strongest of
us cunnot but break from time to time into that
human cry,* Who issufficient for theso thnigs ?'
The difileulties, indeod, areso muny and so
varied, thut often ho finds it hard, for example
to leud or juinin prayer as ho wauld wish, when
enggod in the duty of family visitations, Muany
a young clergyman (and some old ones alio),
are greatly perplexed how to wct for thy bess,
acenstomed, porbaps, himself to go to God in
private prayer, asu child to a fulhor, with a
few spontaneous, simple, words of prayer and
petition—a  clorgymun in suneh eircumstances
dares not trust him:elf to extemporize. He
knows he is bofore an audienco and will be
criticised, and, whether that criticism be
triendly or unfriondly, he is conscious that his
mental frame will not be that of devotion. He
becomes afraid of himself, lest he should un-
conscicusly sow broadeast some of his own im-
mature waspirations, and substitute his own
wouk imnginings for Lthe strong vitalily of the
Word of God.

¢ Doubtful of their own suffiviency, some men
solve the ditficuity (or think they sulve it) by
having recourse to munuuls of devotion, pro-
pared expressly for the pastoral use of priosts
und deacons, bat in most cases theso forms are
found 10 be meagre and artificial, and (ufter
trinl) are abandoned as unsatisfactory and un-
protitahle, But the Church ot England minister
has not to look abroad tor the formul help he so
often needs. Ile nas under his band 8 munual
of devotion, which cannot fail him, because it
embodics the pure Word of God. Whenever ho
uses it in prayer, ho sows the good seed. In the
Church ol Bugland Prayer Book he will find
suitable forms for all general occasions; and a
study of the actaul words used will prove the
truth of my assortion, that the language hus
been chosen in siricy accordance with that usel
in tho Bible ivsolf, and theretore words most
suilable 10 be uddressed 1o the Most Ifigh by
His humble and dependent creatures, 1 can

but permit myself ono or two iliustrations to -

point these remarks, The office of' * Holy Com-
munion’ with its collects and exortations is a

mine of religious wealth, containing such
variety of subjects as to enrich the pnstor's
thoughts and fill his mouth with words sure to
catablish most profitable relations between the
visitor and the visited. It is, of course, quite
necessary that tho minister should be eatirely
familiar with the subjects of his office, that his
memory should be well stored with the inten-
tion and words of the office, 80 that the words
may come atonce to his memory in ease of
need, and be rightly and intelligently applied.
I will only add thatused as a mere formality,
unassimilated and half understood, these
prayers and exortations, notwithstanding their
beanty and spirituality and living power, woul |
be broughtinto a contempt which [ will 1w,
contemplate. The special sorvices have spec:
value ; each specinl service fills it place in th:
education of the soul, And,again, L say, muse
yourselves closely familiar with them in all
their parts and you will nover lack w.ris
wherewith to teach the young, to greet the hap-
Py, encoarage the sick, strengthen the dyiug,
or consolo the  mourner, And then you have
the psalms in full and selected portions of seript-
ure, and (whilst I would carefully guard myself
against the thought in any mind that I would
sot aside tho Biblo) [ suggest that these may be
used to assist you in family visiting. Asa rule
these selected seriptures are of about the right
length, and will aft)rd you the most desirable
opporlunity for exposition and exhortation.
The fuct that these scriptures recur in the pub-
lic services securs that your readings and your
remarks will coms back to the memory of your
people; will be 2 holy bond of union betweon
you and them, and stir up an affectionate and
fresh interestin the public services,

“T now procesd to nntice the business of tte
Synod. The report of the committee appninted
to consider the mutual righls and duties of
Bishop and rectors in this diocese, which is
printed in the last report of the Synod, though
full and instructive, cannob be received as eon-
clusive, I thought it necossary, therefore. {o
confer privately with the rectors of the city
churches, that we misht arrive at something
practical. [ pointed out that for want of mu-
tual understanding opportunities were lost,
which would, if the occasion were improved,
lead to the extonsion and increased usefulness
of the Church, The result of our conference is
embodied in a resolution which will bo submit-
ted to this Synod, a3 & basis for full dissussion,
and [ trust that both clergy and laity will give
the subject their curnest and deliherate consid-
eration, #0 that (whether modified or not) the
present obstructive circumstances wriy be re-
moved. and the welfare and religivus influsnces
of the Churgh be confirmed and expanded. The
executors of the late Mr. E. B, Shelton have
notitied the Bxecutive committee that they are
prepured to pay over a ceriain portion of the
property appertainiog (o thiy estate to the Sy-
nod for the use of the Mission fund, At che
same time informing them that the said prop-
erty requires immediate outlay before it cpn be
in a condition to bear revenus, Whatever in-
come may be derived from rents or other
sources will be quite exhausted on the property
itself, or even may possibly be, for a time, an
actuul charge on the Executive committee,
Unhappily the Mission fund itself hag no sur-
plus, on the contrary is largely overdrawa; and
your judgment and encryy will be required to
advise concerning this property, which, if it
receive wise treatment, will doubtless be ulti-
mately & very valuable possession, though in
the immediale pressnt it may cause some P Lns-
tuking and anxiety, The Executive comnmiltee
huve expended much time and careful thought
in the endeavor to bring the stipends of the
missionary clergy up to the requirement of the
canon. They huve been in a degree frustrated
in their laudable effort, chiefly (I might say

entirely) by tho lack of honest meeting of their



