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TUE SIFTZNqG 0F PETER~. bright-hearted and genial country priest. Un- Tlîey did their lessons; Ray qaickly, Rob
happily for his chidren lie was of a taciturn tardily, both watering the pages of primer anid

À FOLK SONG. and gloomy nature, very mean too, and very copy-book with scaiding tears. Then they hud-
liarsh, and the souud of Ibis heavy foot along the dled together ini the deep bay of the one, narrow
passages mnade Robi and Ray fiee trembiing, and window to hear each other repeat what they had

"Behold, Satan hath desired to have you, the younger inorseis cry. What littie tenderness had to iearn by rote. The casenent looked on
that lie niay sift you ait wheat."-[St. Luke he had ever hiad was buried with lis wife under the lawn at the side of the bouse; on the grass
xxii. 31. the big green yews on the south side of the was a big old hawthorn tree, and under the tree

In t. uka gapt w ae ttdchiureli, and the chidren were afraid of him ; were huddled togethier, like themnselves, scores
How Peter ln the days of old sadiy anîd terribiy afraid. of birds.

Wa8 ifted; Their father was a very good man ; that is to IlDo look at the birds," says Ray. Il How
And xiow, though ages intervene, say, lie was very truthful, very honest, very pluffed out they look anad how duli, anîd ail their
Sin te the saine, whtte time and seone laborious, neyer shrank front any duty, however feathers stick upright."'Are shifted. distasteful, and neyer indu]ged in any pleasure, "They're cold," said Robi, thoughtfolly, and
Satan destres ue, great and %mai, however tempting. But lie was a stern man and added witli feilow-féeliug, as lie heard the Sound
Au wheat, to sit us, and we ait rigitd, lie was also very mean, Ilclose-fisted, " of dishles and knives and forks in the adjoining

Are iempted; Keziali called it. His parish was immense in ex- chamber:
Not oneihg evtrtron or great, tent, and very poor in what it rendered to hlm. " P'raps théy're liungry, too."

Eahyhetato etat There ivas scarcely a well.to-do person in it, and " Hungry ?" repeated Ray, whlo had neyer
Exeptd.the vicar, thotîgli lie had a snug sutu in the thought how birdss hved. Then the colour

No bous.eo eafety guarded la couiqty bank, and was by no means straitened, flusbed back into his littie pale face, lie jumpedBut he, by smie device of bis, lived like a very poor man too, from inclination up and upset ail the lesson books.
Can enter:-

No beart bath armoor &0 coinplte rather than fromi necessity; bis thouglits were "0f course they are liungry-liow silly 1 amn 1
But be cau pterre wtth arrowa fleet apt to be sordid, and bis laws were apt to be -the ground i. frozen-they eat Worms and

Its centre. harali. seeds, and now tliey can't get any. Oht the

For ait at tait the cock wtt] crow They were very happy very often indeed, be. poor, poor, poor littie things 1
Who hear the warntng voioe, but go cause there were the old mossy orchards and the He jumped off the window-seat, got bis dIry

Urnbeeding, broad green meadows, and the liedges, and the bread, andjurnped on again, threw open one of
Tili thrice and more they bave denied Woods, and the cattie, and the chickens, and the the ieaded window-panes, and crumbled Up bis

Th Andof orros, noifelinge kitclien where they could curi. on the bread anti flung it out to the birds. Instantly
Andbiedig.woodeîî setties and eat their porridge and hear they darted down, a motley littie tiîrong:

One lok of ibat paie suffering face wonderfui tales from Keziali, who was cook, and Brown sparrows, gray linnets, speckled thruslîes,Wtt] mate us feet the deep disgraoe nurse, and dairywoman, and liousewife al lu one. chaffinches with their veriegated wings, three01 weaknees;
W. shali he iited titi the streugtb Keziahl loved thern ; she badseen them ail boro, big biackbirds, oue tiny blue tomltit, and îualiy
01 aetf-conceit he changed at tengtb and when their usother had loin dying, had robins. Thley were no longer dul they hop-To meekossu. p)romised neyer to leave tisem, and she kept lier ped and pecked and fluttered and chirped to

word, thougli she was a buxomn womau, much ecd other and ste iu concert, sud were varyWVounds of the sont, thoughhbeated, witt ache, beloved, snd miglit have msrried the riclirmiller miuclîbetter beliaved than a f imishied crewd of
Conre esi oar nai, n;m that had the water-miii eight miles away dowu human beings ever wouid have beau.

Losti nocence returni no more; the river. But there were many thiitgs Keziah The great hstltorn tree spresd above thern
We are not wbat we were befere wished to do for themn that she couid itot do, ha- glitterisîg with icicles on evcry brandi, theTlransgression. catuse she neyer disobeyed ber master, aud slite white, liard, sniooth snow wvas beneathi themu

But obt sote, brogb uet nd eMliad to give them water wlien she wouid have tise bright-natured festhered things soon grewButnose f oi&,atrouand efeand a, 1Ris foindiastr nd eratgiven tliem milk, aud coid porridge wien site thernselves again, aud their merry chirping muade
The tronger, would have given tiens liot bresd, and ivas oftau tIhe frosty air alive witis Lieder ohte Ivoi-te, as

And conset'ous stiti of tbe divine asisamed at the dariîed and tlireadbara clothes lu gayly as if the hawthorn tree were in 4iower sud
WbNoeileonearsun. wiici she liad to sru'ay their littie bodies-" the they at wvork in it nmakiug, their nests. Rob

-[H.W. ongeiiw, Haper fo Ma ch.] hdreus that ouglit to be the first in the parish !0" aud Rayw-zre lu ecstasies ;tliey huiug against
-11- W Logfllo, i Hape's or arc.]sic would say to lierseif. I l t is good to bu a 'the casement pouring out showers of crunis,

-. saint, no doubt, but it la bad to It., a skinflint, laughing sud hsif.crying in delight at their
too." For a skintiint gaie calied lier master, ini ciever aud wouderfui discovery that the birds luBIRDS IN THE SNOW. tie secrets of b:- soul. tlie suowhlad been iîungry. They neyer remem-

.WhehPi -die sulow feul sha caiied hlm so more bered tiat they would be very huugry thonsi-Tbere was a very liard winter iu tie worid. 14- bittcriy titan ever. salves, for lu thieir excitenseut snd synmpatiy
was a liard wiuter everywliere, and the -,lOW feu ,Tie suow miade ail tise littia people very coid, tiey liad crunibled away hoth bits of braad.
ovar land aud sea go ieaviiy, go. '-#iindingly, go ansd sia couid not set bio, oaken Iogs and good They watched the littie multitude eat every
coutinualiy, tiat slips wert wrecked, trains were cansîci coni roaring witli flausa u )ail tihe ciîim- crumb, shake out thieir feathers, sud fly swsy.
blocked, postg.wt ý1wopped sud traffic weli nigi ucys as sic wosid isave likad to do, snd Golden- Onse robin fiew uis to tihe lower bonglîs of tise
came to an ýýisd lu msny of the districts even of rod grew very daîup saud chiiiy. isawthorut, sud sang as if lise were deputed by the

-'~i Ern ngisnd, atnd bow nsuch more lu the "Run ont, iny clîicks, snd get warni tiat wsy," rest to speak their comisson praýe. and tianks-
aiways cold bieak Northi ! Even down lu Devon se said to theits wlisau the whiite covering tisat givistg.
suow was deep and ice was thick-eveu in mild, was go> strange tu thian stretcised over fildiantd IlOit,lisow lovaiy !" cried Ray witli ciasped
moist Devon, where mostiy lu wiîter.tima tise wold, sudrusade tise icafleas trees sud tise lî:suds and caughit breatis. "Is, lsow beauti-
roses biow, and the soutis wiuds too, and ail is swolien river look quite black ngainst it. fli!t0O1, how claver of you, Rob, to ramerubar
green at Yule. Ray sud lRob were tauglît tîseir lessonsa by tliair tlîey wvere isungry."

some littie people Who iived at an oid vicarage father lunisis study, s litile dark close place tisat "And me wiso isn't clever!t, cried Roi, witis
on the Dart River did isot know what to make wvss as terrible to themn as if it isad beeu a torture- a littie cîsuckie of content.
of it. Noue cof tiem, except Ray, the eldest, cisamber, for thair acquaititauce with letters was *' Wisat are you doiîug at the window, boys V,
wlio as 7 yaars oid, lad ever seen suow lie on small aud with the canse large, and tiseir said tiseir father's voice.
tie grosud at ail ; lia had, aud knew ell about csuings ware abways given Oiset stiere. But this Ail tiseir j oy ceased, sud the robin flcw swav.
it, it cauisa lie bssd pant s Cliristmas tide ons theiseuorniing tisay wera free, for tiseir fatiier had been Rbswss tihe onue titis tinte to snswer.
moors of tise East Ridiug ith hiis god motiser ,cabltId away to s dviug parishioner ou tise otiter 'W'e gis's.îiourr read to tise dickey-birds. Lt
hbut his brothiers and sisters Roi sud Tans, sud sida of tisebig brosvît usoor tisat slieivad stwsv was lise tliisgitt of it.'
Dickie, and tise littie twitîs, Susie snd Nailie, from tisa edge of their orchsards. So Roi ausa le AI! yotir r" d7
uever ssd accus tise esrth whitelu tis way Ray rail ont into the air asud dragged tlieir littia IlYes, ibapa ; 1hotu bIit.q."
Liefore, aud tisey were very muai deligited brotisers wits tisenu, ausd tise babies aveu lu thelu- Tise vidar frowned.
sud vary mucli alarmcd, which is a stata of usisd wooden csrt, aud rousped about, sud raced, auud "i'heît you îtsay go lsuisgry unstil your ta-
that lias its pleasureis at ail ages, aud its pains, suid, ausd pelted, snd daucad, ausd made titans-tisse, andssieùutiertîsat 1 sylli have nso folby of
too. selves merry, as tsougi no cane ware lyiîsg oni tus kisd agaiti. Keep yotsr crusts l'or worthîer

Thase six littie niortais lived in a vicarage, tise study table, ansd no blurred copy-books objecta. Birds are issera thievfes. 'fin-y stessi fruit
sud thair fatiser was the vicar, aud motier, alas ! waiting, griuu assd grimy. Thay played at sledg. anîd grain, sud it is God's mercifusi provision tisat
for tlisem tiey iad nuoe, for she had gona iusg, of wiich thiey iad soute prints lis Churit. frost slsouid coulse t<s aid, asuuid otiser of His
away luto tic sky (so they werc toid) when ittie mas papara, sud usade beliave tic babies ware useans, is tuae destruction of tlieir nsuisiers. Jr
Susie sud Nailie came dowu from tisera to princesses ; they tlisai played at iaing Napoleon la very fiuios to iutarfere witi God's desigisa."
carti. dePeriasup, it i. the dowu off mansma's at Moscosv, wisose story Ray had j ut coma to lu Ray's face grew very aveary aud perpiexed,
wings," said little Roi, who could rame nîber lier tiseir Il Msrklism'a History," ansd were go de- Ro'. vary grave sud resolute.
very wail sud cried for her stili, wien ha aaw igistad witis thiai'marches andi battles, snd tisair le God kibîs birds V', Rob asked at last.
tisa fine snowfiakes comae faling down througi owu deathsanaud iurials lu tic suow, tiat thcy His fatier rcpiied, "Tise froat God sanda kilîs
tha air. "'If aie iad wisgs 1 sun sure sice would neyer iseard tic oîse step wiich at ail timas saeit them-yaa. "
comae to us," aaid Ray, wistfubly lookiug np. I s tremor of feas througis tbem. Tise cold voice I don't lika God, tiais," Rob aaid after a
do't bs-hava se lias wiuga ; 1 do't." Il But of tise vicar ciî-ft the coid air like a kuife: wiile.
papîaRasys aie is 'ans augai, sud asuels aiways IlAra your essons doue V' "''bah !" said Ray'. I"God la good. Papa
hsave," said Roi, wlucs sas very positive. "Sic Roi, who 'vas buryiisg Tamusia lu tic «now, it la ttat mokas soma mistake. "
%vonbd corna to lia if se could fly," ssid Ray ; sud Ray, wiso was carrying Dickie as a frost- Thair fatisergraw gray witi isorror, sud atony
"eat at if Goti wculd l]et lier," ha addad oui re- bittais soldier of tisa Old Guard ou bis shoulders, white witli rage. Ware thasa biaspisansars is
flactiouu.I)oni't you tiink if she said to Hlmi, hotu iteard, anud tiseir insuocent sp)ort ceased as own cidreu 1
i wvamt to k-isa Roi anssiRay snd Tausun e, ba. a dog's play cesses at the saatp crack of a wiip. ibey wera once more punisied alike. Tiay
cause tiley rîisa it go.,le wonldn't say no ?' Roi Ray, gi-own wîiter tisaistiesa îow-, alona wara titis time fiogged iîastaad of being cauad,

Goldent-od, tisit loy ou the hauk cf thb Dflirt ilu 1luùnuis cf dry bread lustend of din er. icarts too.
a sacluded l'art cf the cosiitr, as 11--risk'.-id i-i Tlisevit-ai usas a r msu Iio liscisdiscipsiuc ln Ia 'tlse 1s1o1,1uih1g, vn irsegot lip, tlsav rata
before XIliii ; bulie cwain every way tatiliks tisai hilis estees- tisd caforced i . to the witsdow. Il was sc-arcely ligit ; a big
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white moon was juet vsnisbig ovar the brown
edga csf tic moor ; sîsow iad falaen all git, tic
duck.poud wss frozea ovar, tic colsi was great;
ots tieailcsf their casernent tiare iay a littba
dead bird.

It was a youmîg goldfincli.
Rav ciokesi ail ovar aslie saw il ; Rob's cheaks

grew- i-d with rage.
"Oh, tise poor, poor, poor ittie dear !" tisay

sohbed to getisar, ands life sened so dreasiful to
theun botîs that tusey cîung cryiusg [o oua anotier.
'filisard, cold, white world lu wiaicis Gosi bat
tic dickay-hirds dlia-lt frigistsaed thisn as thay
iaad beaui frigatausesi whseustiay heard tisa sods
lestais dowii sbuve tisa grave wiarc tlitir
uuotiser's body was.

Rsy looked up suddeusiy witis s great liglit lu
uis syes.

'1i wibi giva tic hirds usy breakfast, sud papa
miay kili ume.''

"ýMe, toc," saisi Rob, wlio wîsnid not be ba-
iinlua.y adI or word, tîtougi iis lseart gave

a terrible tirob, for lise w-as very hungry this
ciiby norniusg.

" It wil Isurt to go witlîost aythiiîsg,'' lac
wbisperad. I' Woist it hurt, Ray '

«'Of course it will issrt," said Rasy, wîth scorus
lu is taadfast slistiiîgeyes. " il isurt ail tisa
muatyrs, but tisey sud it."

Ilob shut hi. littie, [inin, rosy unoullu, auîd re-
aolved to damur iso more.

Ray wass siwvys tellisg Isins about tise msartyrs,
but Roi did not cire muuc for thasu ; hae caresi
more for tic insies imn tie traps.

"Let us go," sssid Ray, ansi togatiser, lisssil
in isasi, tisay trotted dowvmîthse oitd ds-k, sts-eti
oak stairs.

The chulsiren suv.syss Iasi tlieir first utasal is
tise kitchen for the coîîveniemsce csf Keziais and

tae quictuda csf tîtsir fatiser. Tl'ey ail sat
round tise deal talle before time flue, tise littie
ottas lu tieir isiglichiars, Roi sud Ray oit
wcsodau abois.

For breakfast tiaey isai porridge qominiies;
this rnorning thlîa insik aund wste ii tîseir
muga, amasi read ; ansi Keziai, for a tri-at,
added iousey, " bhausa ut ls so iniglitY mle, "os
ice saisi, for it wuas tise 23rd csf lecamier.

Ray bookasi at tisehotus-v sisi reasi.
"i. tisis uîy ou'n, tlisis7''
"Yes, dear," saisi Keziais, uoîiieiig.
1nI uay est it or not est it as 1 like !

" For sttre, my dear. Wlsat bis' eys-s vou
usake, my Raidie, for usuglît

Ray lookasi at lus Ireasil witis a swebliisg
lis-art. He isasi ail the isîuiger csf n ssveu-year-
olsi couutr-y bas-, but hae saw in ii i fancey ail tihe
birds csf ths woiilsi lyiusg dyiusg. iHe rosie isî andl
took isis biea inuslai ishandis, aissuwitia glauce
at bis huotîter wnt to the kitchî-iui loisu. Rois,
witls a tear roflhusg tisuvusaci slis--k, iiraveiy
graspedIsibis ireasi ansdifoltwi,-b. 'Ilsir uiursi-
dlsl uot notice thius, liscr hock saa tîsrsed a-s
se fes tise littie tw'ii girls.

'Papa nisav kili us, , but Gosi wou't lue ausgryv,'
saisi Ray cabmby, andt neyer ouse of tile- iiartyr-s
lite loved lisasifait more sobeuusinauss mîore sure.
I'ieus lue hegaus to crmiba bis iressi aussitlsrow
it ont on tie sîîow.

Iil tookvise lbig i-ite tisat liecoul i uît i-ls
miss-usvaloously tiîg biis way iintlrge si.ss

Frouus a lattice sisove thise thte u'oîti,, of ilivtir
fitier tisuntdared .

I1 1will isave uso sia l wstû itnl5 itoi-iil
I isoiedieist andîlwioked citilsircu. tis iii ui
iiot law ?''

«'a1lusnay kihi use ; 1 do usot iii," tii-i
1tay, witis a paie, tiruas fa,-c,.

Roi frowuead dookt-ti snrby.
"It isi't waste. It 'ud iiva beau iii osîr

tumisias, amsd uoav its lutise dickia-bird.''
Mle.uiibie tisa featisered muultitudle of tise

ohd isawtsorn trecandsilal tie hesiges roii-
Wpea flockiug joyousiy down to siare tic alma

Tîsair fatusr's. stei couse dovu tise stairs ils
hsaste snd cailesi Keziait.

"Job Stevenslisas cut hais haiss off cisopspiusg
fiîrze ; hae is attisa point csf (hotu ; tise.;ihave
coussa for me titis msomnt ; take tiseaciilireis

L iiL snd iock tusernis tise sttudy ; iey w-lu ihave
thteir cisastiaaeuset wisen I retiînî.''
L " Yea, yous- revereuce,' saisi ieziai ils auiaz-
usent. - But, îir-Job Stevenas' is sixteenu
mailes if onse, ans inlutiesa îow-
1'"1 muet waik, csf courses,'siiiser isa-sIe
hastiiy;" no horse couisi get alousg. 'i's-t i.s
uothig. Lock tiose boys ius, aud do uitleit
thiaisont tili I coma bock."

Tien thea vicar thsraw is coat about humanass
weuat ont touvard tic moor lu tic teatis of tise
savage nortis wiud. Roi auss Ray stoos ituo-
tiomubeas.
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