THE FLOWERS AND THE STARS.*

(From  the ltalian of Calerina Franceschi

Ferrucel.)

BY JOHN READE.

Where are the sweet, life-giving airs

By which, new.waking from their wintry tomb,
Aud from the dewy ground
As eacl its joyons head up-rears,
The fowers shed arcund

Fresh, fragrant clouds of manifold perfume ?

Where is the bash that on its teoder stew,
beside the waters clesr,

Wiis mirrored in the tiny stream
That rippied nearl

Alss! throuch all the dales,

W here broow and myrtle blossomed in the sun,
Now sluggish trost prevails,

Aund, stitf uud dead and white, the rills no longer run,

With sear leaves covered o'er. the arid grouad,
Touched by the feet, gives back a mourutul sound,
Which sommons tears to eyes that miss the sight
Qf forms beluved, sud saddens the foud heart.
O mormal beauty, rapid Is thy Right
A5, when it cleaves the air, the feathered dam,
Or, as the cleud which night-winds chase
Lest it sheuld dim the moon’s fuir face |

Uo tireless wings doth Fortone move
In its perpetual ange;
Iu swiit rnecession chbauge
Stormy desires and hope and fear and sorrow.
Al me ! whst piofit can I'borruw
From all that 1 did ooce so foudly love
Quly the pain of unforgoizen grief,
A tombd tear-stained, luved names, a litile dust.
Between birtk’s dawn aud death’s drear night
There shives u gleam of troubled light,
Dire Death with Lite keeps everinore abreast,
And dole unmessured follows pleasure brief,

Bat, {o this chancefal, changeful destiny,
And ail the ruin time brings in bis fight,
Faxir tepants of serene iinmensity,
Yousule endure nor damage nor despite.
When in the great-voiced deptbs of the vast ses
The sun from toil Bas sought release.
Bright sturs, like God's own smile, you sbed sweet peace,
W th tremalous ray, oo gli around——
On jopely mountsivs nnd on woods prefound.
Arnd when through beaven’s vast spaces you advaoce,
Encireling Cyuthia in your golden dance,
More dear 1o mie than day's full blaze of light
13 the paie glory of the siient night.

Io the dark bosom of the formless void
When £rst Etervai Love woke life uod light
Aod set the »un 1o shine, you heard the tide
Ot sony angelic rise 1o heaven's height,

And raw the uniiiled earth and ocesn swarm
With vew-created life of every form.

U frem the earth’s Young forests rose the voice
Of beasts and birds, by humsa a1 unheard :
The trees and walers by the winds were stirred ;

The smitten shores sent forth & thunderons noise,
Amd when the bliss that mzde the world rejvice
Wi lost, atd through the raddened air arvse

The awfnl sound of murderous bluws,

Yeu, io yourspacieos orbits, heard the ery,

Aund that parental sigh °

Tbat monroed a brother by a trother slain.

Since then, what erime or iwrief or pain,

Fair stars, is bidden from your conscicus gaze ?
Nuw ‘tis the fire that rages : now the deep,
.%r?used 10 wrath, strikes ferror and amaze -

To Nature's trembiling bosom, till s heap
Of ruins tells the tals of man .

Aud of maL" works, in one coofusion hurled.

Many » tsuie the kreaffrighted world :
Hans changed its language, wunehip, gods avd laws !
How many corses in its rugied juws, '
Nauked and sundered, ha- the ocean rolied,

& moonlight night, you will be tempted to

THE CROPS IN CANADA.

A great and bitter ery is coming up from
our English farmers about agriculture being
paralyzed by the present” ‘“universal ' depres-

sion.  But the fact is, Engluid is overstocked
with farmers and farm:labourers. Let them

emigrate in greater numbers and . see whether
there is depression in our.colonies. Why, there
is no time for it ; at any rate, wvot in Canada.
The sub-tropical. summers of the Dowminion
bring on the crops apace. What though the
snows and frosts of winter hover over the land
until April, and the spring ploughings le de-
tained until May.  There have been months
of ice and snow, when—vresto! all is changed,
and it is summer. Up spring the young wheat
and harley and oats as il by magic. Directly
the cerenls are in the ground, all hands tum to
the maize-fields, and then, when the ** plaut-
ing” is over, the farmers give a hasty glanee
at their cereals. But there is no time for hoe-
ing the wheat and barley, as in England ; or,
if there be, no hands can be spared—besides,
the fields of clover aud timothy-grass are all
but ready for the mowing-machines.  The hay-
harvest over, the Indian corn wants *‘enltivat.
ing,” and that dons, the cervals are too far ad-
vanced for working amongst.

Indiau Corn is very largely grown in Canada,
The maize-firlds are always beautiful : they
present a highly picturesque nppearance while
still young ; but when the stalks, with their
great waving: leaves, get nine or ten feet high,
then do the maize-felds make the handsomest
show of any mundane crop.  Canadiang, it is
well known, are an intensely loyal people, and
as all fears of a might-frost are over by the
Queeu's Birthday, May 24 is cenerally recog-
pized as the day for planting. The field,
having been reduced to the proper friability,
is marked out into four-feet squares, and then,
at a distunce of four feet every way, the corn
is planted, five or »ix serds to a “hill.," By
the way, in Canads and the States ‘“corn” is
applied only to maize—never to wheat, barley,
&c., as -in the Old Covatry. - We said the
cereals spring up as if by magic. But so .
pidly dues the corn come up, you can positively
kear 1t growing.

Go out into one of the maize-fields on a
warm still evening in July, and listen ; a night
when there is not wind enough to stir an aspen
leaf. Perchauce the stillness of the sultry
summer evebing is being broken by the * Caua.
dian nightingales,” as the batrachian denizens
of the forest swawps are called.  Myriads of
frogs are perhaps making the woods ring with
their melody. But presently there is.a lull in
the concert, the whistling dies away and you
stoop and listen. Yes, unquestionably the
corn is growing ; you can hear the joints in the
corn-stalks cracking all over the field. ~ if it -be

linger there, for Dian's soft Hight gives w'eharm:
ing effect to the maize-firhis —especially 1o Sep-
tember, when the corn-tassels and leaves are
fuliy developed. In September, there will be

With weapons useless ! What s stream of bleod,
Awfal, with shatiered spears an:l bruken shields,
Has v’er ihe earth’s tair surfsuce flowed §
Bt you, secure in your celeatial fields,
u_avs still parsued, tranquil, yoar endless conrse,
Yuur plorions Yigbt unshurn of any furce,
i Aud, like s Author. sever growing old.
Nor bave the woes of this, vur wretched race,
Bedimmed your splendounr oor distarbed your peace,

In my life's flower-time, when the dreams of Jove
l}lwldened‘ my Leart, in gentle night's calm hour,
i{ow oft With penaive eyes I kaw yon move

0 your vastorhs! And now, wheu bo od power
Botl fai} me, 1 delight to wateh you stip; sl po
From these seciuried valieys, and I will,
1£ Fate Jdo oot gainsay my rud desire,

When my last beur oflife bas come, expire
With 0y face turoe to you ; asd thus 1o you
With accents bourse will 1y my last asien.
Nay more; when 'peath the cypress and the sod,
Fresh cut, my body lies {my soul with God);
O'ghsur cumpanion stars, your gentle light
Will tenderly iliume death's dieary night.

As dies the roge,
As fades the lily "neath the wintry biast,
B f:ide my fairest hopes, and wesker grows
My loving faith, and quenched is now the fira
Of that quick roorn of wrong #od warm desire,
- But, a8 the glortous stars for ever barn y
S0 live wiithin e, deathless, unsubdued,
Thoughts which unfailing tarn
My soul to what is trus and good.
Thereby in vision I behotd
Maryels before untold,
W hs}o throngh my heart there fow
.~\,l'ﬂ.(h1t: whouss awest solace wonds cannot diselose ;-
Which duth wy soul 1o buly deeds incite,
Gulding my will aright
And all my passlous Julling to repose.
Led by thin junes prompting, undiemayed,
1 mee: fate's haughty ire,
And oonfident, aapire :
Tolife w come whuse joys will never fade, -

O thou, iy first aweet cafe, o whom now smiles
The seancu new of years yet fresh and green,
... Thee fove with i1 enticemeuts gay heguiles, -
Ceeplensing fancles, fugitive desires ;
And tender hope fnspires )
Of bliss which few, nlas ! ean ever win,
Huw fair L thee life opens this fair day !
“"h»n‘_rr thou turpest, lowers deck thy way—
Aifer and violete; 6ot g clond obscaree T
The san, and every object lures,

But abi ! trost not the flowers,
'l:.rmtt notthe sky sérene —
E'en nsw the tempest lowers,
“And the dread . thunder rolls and Ng
Q'er.the Tata benuteaua acens.
Ah lleave, then, Jeave the rose,
Whose petals, delicate and Tair,
The ruthiers whirlcind strews,
Ot cruel frost smites dead. .
“And rafae thine eyés 1o whers
o The stars shine overheud, - . - .
o Heaven, whiose hope is balm for all our woes..

hinfngs zhu,

~—* This poem was addressed by the authoress to 4

byr _son, Antol

pio, on the sompletion of kis twentieth
Yyoar, . E :

no frog-concerts to disturir your train of thought
———thg?libernamrs having by tuis time grown so
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a week to cut. - But what find we now 2 In the
moming & golden mass of waving grin; in the
evening the crops not ouly: cut and bound into
sheaves, but stooked and the fields swept. - The'
searcity of ‘hands has sharpened the wit of the
colonists, for uecessity is the mother of inven-
tion. U is to Conada and the States that the
Fuglish yeomen owe nearly. all thé recent im-
provements in machivery. - A{ withsthe-gain,
so with the hay. 1t is all'over in a few duyy,
The farmers of Outario apd- Quebee have Jittle
time for tedding ; aud, indeed, .the wartm skies
of the Dominion suck up the moisture from the
hay after a single * turning.” When the erop is
not ® very heavy one, the hiny is eut one day and
hauled the next; at other times tedding wa-
chines come into play.

In . storing their hay Canadian farmers ave
much wiser in their generation thau their Fng-
lish brethren.  Notwithstanding the proverbial
fickleness of our climate, Englishmen jie i
stacking; wherens in the Dominion they take

every waggon-load into 2 capaciouns barn,” The

lomls are pitehed alternately into  separste

“mows” on either side of the gangway, to give

additional time for the hay to dry. The barn-

doors are at vach extremity of the huilding, so

as to allow the waggons being driven in on one

side and out at the other ; the dvors nre left:
open day and night, thus affording a free cur.

rent of air. If rain be upprebended an extra
load ¢an be left standing inside the barn | and,

in case of dmmp weather, the hay can be
pitched into the mows in a loose state and be
trampled down afterwands ; whereas in England
the loads must be brought up to the vicks pers
fectly dry to allow for the “building” and
trumpling down.  No wonder so much of our
hay is little better than straw, Nor is the (elly
of rick-building evinced only at harvest-time,
for whenever the hay is cut inte there is a fresh
exposure to the weather.

In noticing the craps of the Dominion we
must not forget its fruit.  No country in the
world produces finer applesand pears, espeeially
the purts bordered by Lakes Frie, Ontario and
South Huren. Almost every farm in this dis-
trict -~the garden of Canada--has its orchard or
orchanls ; and so profitable are the pomaccous
harvests that the planting of fresh orvhands has
becorme aluost a mania in these parts,  Great
care is taken of the young trees, which are
generally planted forty foet apart. In order
that the grounds may not be unprodnetive
wiiile the youug trees are wrowing—they take
about ten years to come into regalar bearing—
peach-trees are planted between the apple-trees,
These commence bearing in the seconil or third
year, and, having exhausted themselves by the
titne . apples are ready, are cut down after
standing the ten yvears; but in the meantime
they have been very produoetive and profitabls
~-indeed, 0 FrofitaNlie aTE they thar pench or-
ehards - are lnlnnlpd- cout guite independentiy
of “apples. - The - peaches are  very larme nnds
luseivus, some of the varieties attaining the pros
portians of a fair-sized apple.

There is scarvely a pleasanter phase ot Cana-
dian Adarm:life than the tine of the apple har-
vest. The hurry aud skurry of the summer

accustomed to Jife as to cease trilling out their

"{ raptores. But animal life will not be altogether

wanting ; for if the curn-field te neat some
¢ bush’—and there are few farms quite destitute
of bush—it is sure'to be invaded by the racoons
that come forth by night to feast on the ripen.
ing maize: pretty little animals, somewhat
larger than our English foxes. Bat though
engaging and awusing creatnures to the stranger
and the tourist, these beautiful little furry
maminals are regarded with extreme aversion
by the farmer. The farmers might forgive the
mamuders if they wonld content themselves
with eating the corn ““clean " but the mis-
chievous things puli down ear after car, tear
apart the husks, and taking a nibble here and
a uibble there, leave woeful waste behimd
them. The fatmers, however, have their re.
venge. ~No ' sooner have the shades of night
‘stolen over the land than cut come the ‘coons
into the maize-fields for their supper: and out
come the farmer and hix men, with theirdogs.
The hounds are sent into the stunding crop to
drive away the intruders. - & deep baying frem
the dogs soun ensnes, and, after a short. chase,
the 'coons make for the hush to ““tree,” if pos.
sible. The iree containing the refogees is soon
cut down, and then follows an exciting serim:
mage between ‘eouns,dogs, aund wmen ; and
icapital fun it is, this 'woen-hunting. Of the
larger pame that are apt to prowl out of their
legitimate domains we say. nothing, since. it is
not of the backwoods ‘we are speaking, bui of
the ** cleared”” ‘seftlements,

Maize is rarely rips before the end of Septew:
her, and this year will not be ent until October,
the season being.a backward one. .

Ver%’ fine wheat is grown in-the Domiuvion ;

1

and where the Iand. is new. there are immiense
yields ; eighty bushels to the dcre being no-
thing “uncemmot ;. bhut Canadians have a sad
habit of impoverishing their land by growing
wheat several-yeurs in succession. . At the Paris

yrize, and again-at. New York in 1876.
other cereals are also largely cultivated. -
- _1n Capada, fur-more than'in England, the ro-
1 mance of haymaking and harvesting-is a thing

“The

in poetry and some benighted shires in England,.
“The whetting of scythes'and sickles hins given
place 1o the sharp click of machinery. "Down
oes the corn. hefore the scissor-like knives of:
the reaping-muchines like a contiinions fall of
rain. . Time was when each field took more than

Exhibition. of 1862 Canadian wlieat took first |

of the past. Harvest homes are only heard of o

work ix over, aud the October days wee delight:
fully elear and coul. - The orchiards are a-sight
worth seeing, On the groursd, dotted in suwongst
the irees, wre tempting heaps of * Buldwing,”
Y Bpitzenbergy,” f American Golden Russets,”
¢ Bartiett” pears, and other ehoice varieties ;
and at each pile are barrels, rome packed,
others in course of packing. The ring of the
hatmers, that senmd heme the pails 1nto the
batrel-heads, sound “pleasantly inthe tranguil
air 3 aud the litting to and fro of the appie-
pickers with their baskets, gives one an idea of
comparative rest—sa different iy the pesseful
seene to the helterskelter of the more import.
ant hareests of July, and  August. To have
some blea of the qoantities of apples and pears
grown in the distriet ander notice, pue should
see the storehouses at the varions parts on the
shores” of Lakes. Fede and. Onterio) waiting to
disgorpe their stock of barreld uta the steanens
bourd for Montresl and Quebec S
Editors are chary of thoir spaes; olse we
should have liked to say nword or twoon. the

vineyiards of South-Weatern Ontarin.
o W. 0, R

‘'ue. Marquis of Lorne has had the honour of
having the newest revelver invented by the
New - York manufacturer,. Hutelison, named
after him. = ¢ The Marquis” of Lorie Revolvar”
has . been Jwgely  patronized. by the Kossiab
Government, - Tt is a five shot 32-enlibre pistol.

Tur- Paris Figare states  that the. Empress
Eugenié has informed the Vatican - of her in-
tention to- undértake a pilgrimageto Loretto,
to'say masses for the soul of Napoleon IH. and
of the Prince Imperial.” The Pope” has asked
the Empress to visit Rome on this ovéision, anil
Her ‘Majesty is snid to have uecepted the in.
vitation. : RO
- e e et 2

UOR CHESS COLUMN.

Solutloni to Problems sen

it in: by, Correspondents
duly acknmolf.dgcdf . G T

wtl; Z:
. TO CORRESPONDENTS,

. Wi 8., Montresl.—Papers to hand, - Thaoks,
. Bludent, Montrenl.<~Correct solution radstved of Pro-
blem Na. 244. - S - } .

J. D. Mont
No.244..

M., Montreal. —In your solution ol Problem No, 234

real.—Correct solutiun rocelved of Probiem

. E.J.. Edmondville, QnL<~Communication received.
Masy thanks. i .

[

The following lsts, showloyg the standlug of the com--
petitorn in the Canudian Choss Qorrespondence Toutaey.
have just heen recelved from Mr. Shaw, the: Conductor,
It will be pereslved thut but few gaines huve naw to be
Played, two players baving stready ocompleted - thelr
uimber, and §i iy evideut thut several. others will soon
fullow thelr exnmple,

CHES~ CORRESP
TOURNEY,

Continnntion of it of games concluded {(from April Liat,
1879, W Ouetober 10th, 1870,

THE CANADIAN ONDENUE

A\'(!.,; PLAYERSE, WON uy.
s f Clawsun to Sanuders. ..., ... ‘Buitnders,
37 ! &haw rs, Bratthwaiie Braithwaite,
78 | Suunders t5. Biaek, .. 1 Suttndera,
701 Reaithwalte vs. Kittaoo +....1 Braithwaite,
S0 8 Wylde tg. Henderson . .1 Hendersun,
E1 | Suunders vs, Kittson, . 4 Kfttson.
2, Wylde vs. Kittaon. ... . 4 Kittaon,
83 | Saunders ve. Heoderson......... Henderson.
#f ; Kittson ve Black o ..ol Black.

B3 ; Kittron va, Clawson. ..., Cluwzou.
Bt Narraway s, Gibson.. .o} Drawn.

T Murphy es. Ryl oo oo o] Ryadl

JoW. SHaw,
Conductor of Tourpey.
Totals of games played, to October 1Gib, 1879,

GAMESH T
NaME. hoyche WON.
W.H Hieks...o........ 7 S
Jolin Hemderwon,. . 34 10
AL Sanuder. . 1 .2
JOOWL Shiaw . . 13 ¥§
M. J Murphy 11 6
Co A Boivioe ooo.. L it 2
W, Heaithwaite. . 12 1Y)
Dr. J, Hyalla.. 12 [
L. N, Kittson .. 10 3
G. Gilbson.. . .. 10 W
J. EL Narmaway 13 64
J. Clawson,.... i3 54
1T Wlde ... 1 3
J. G, Foster, C.1 .- 1 2
G.PoBlack. ..o ol 4 4

(n Saturday evening. the 11th lost., & specin! meeting
of the Mantreal Chese Clob was held at the Gynasium,
Mansfietd street, when a new code of rules was adopted,
aftar they had brea carefully considerad by the members
preseut. The Club will meet s wsunl on Tuesday and
Saturday evenings, in tha Jibrary of thee Gymnnsinm.
The Seeretary, Mt John Heoderson, .72 St. Hypolite
strvet, wiil reoaive ppplications tor mebership.

A proposition wis brought befare the meeting to the
effeet that the Mon 1 Ctub shou d co-operate with the
Maunbattan Chesa b of New York in the proposed
schome of holding o grund Cougreas in that city pext
January,

We are infurm d that the nnnual meeting of the Sea. .
forth Coews Club 1ok olace v the 3rd fnst,, when Dre.

Colemnno was elected Presidest; Ve, Camerou Brage.

Beld, Vice Prestdent | Dr, Vercoe, Secretary: and Mr. G,

FSneksen, ‘Ureasuzer,  The ¢iut will tmest vt Curml.

ehanl'« Hotel, ¢very Friday eveniog, whea chess and

chequer players will e henrtily weleowie. We are aiso

tafutmed that the Benforth Club will be glind to have a
came by tetegraph with the Montreal Club or asy vther

Chess Cluby so incliasd.

.
Mr. Rlacklburne not havinge been lately heard of in
cunaeet on with that depastraent of chess which he has
made kpeciaily bis own, it wiil please Lis many ndmirers
10 loxra thut bo was stown at Hostingdon last week; and
there showed that B mentas boards were not at all
mally, As por asusl the serione business of matehing
ane  bralu, “relying  apon  itself, sgainst dicers ather
braine, optically asslated, waa precedsd by an exbibi.
tinn of shioultunevus play. ‘Phis ok place on the 17th
jnst., when seventees of tie #ize of Huntingdon Chess
riat dowy to sev whatl they conld do. 1t was antisfne.
torily demonstruisd ta them that they were nolable to
do very much: in other wonds, Mr. Blackbume defoated
thewm all.. On the [tth the blindfld mateh touk plnse,
Mr. - Bisekbearne haviog  then ten apponents, Ha won
seven gamea, uod drew the athsr threw, Ae fo wne of
these dratws, thera in penson to suppose that but for the
cloek giving ont, what wis, might bave been otharxise
At any rate, Mr. Blackbarme was three Pawna ahead nat
the finish, und sot in other respects anything to com-
pinin of —Land and Water.

We hopre to be wble to intert sne ut the above men.
tioned tey games tu our aext Column.—Ep, G LN,

We hasten to say that Jo sdpying the canditions of the
Trarmey Vrollmn of Rev. Ho R, Daedd, taken from tha
Huddergfickd Magazine of Aoguast Juat, soad Inseried In
our Column - of “the HJth Kaptembes | "R mintake
aceurrml,  The Blick pleces tnve & Blauop fostesd f
# Kulght, The other pioces are cortect. B .

v
"

PROBLEM No. M.
(By W. 8. Paviit)
- BLACK.

& 75 ‘
Gz -

- WHITE

and mate In thiree m

White to piny oves.
GAME 2938,
" " (From the Cheis Monthly.)

 Plaved recontly nt the Bt Qeorga's Chass - Club
London, between Prof. Wayte and Mr. Lindany, {n the

We cannol nake vut your first move. Kend agalo.

Dispiacemuent Tournay,



