L), —— o IO ...t it s bt = 1

THE- HARP.

-+ itsin Bridewell you'll find

4 vagrant.” . -

401 (hin, but that's'a fine word, in-

< Airvely, sir—if' you: would not be above
-~ tachin®it to me

Iean turned away.

# Mg, shouted the boy ; ¢ M
~Eigan, sivl” The Constable turned  buclk,
* About the litle crrund you sent me
on: when shall | tell you?”

Began  Jeoked  utterty ineredulons.

- Way it possible that the boy had gone
and come thal distance in two hours?
He did not like to speak to him cither
outside or inside the: barruck, thougle it
wits durk—so he simply pointed up the
road.  The boy understood  perfoctly.

- He wenb up the roud; nnd, when he way
aut of sight, he wailed quictly for Hgan.
The mun went into the house. pavily
because he did not wish to be seen fol-
lowing Jack, and partly o gel a davk-
lanfern to examine the purchase, if' it
had been -made. " It was made. The
famous Jack had securéd a steay horse,
whieh had the misfortune {o be grasing
by the roadside, and as the boy always
made it o rule never o use his legs if he
could gel any other mode of conveyunce
he had mounted the animal, sans saddle
or bridle, and_rode until quite-close {o
Kingstown. “His purchase muade, with
his nsual luck he discovered the horse

- grazing inu field where he had left i, in
the conjecture, and, ag the event proved,

cwell founded assurance, that it was too
dark for any man o distinguish one bcast

" from another, or to send it to .pound,

He then loitered about the barrack :
good hall" hour, but, true to his wust, he
liwd made no cllort even o ascerlain it
Bgun had relurned.

“1’m thinking that's the article your
honar'll be looking after,” suid 'the boy,
as soon us they were completely hidden
from any possibility of observation—.
and he produced the articlé {rom its re-
pository.

A shove of one shoulder, and a slip of
the other released  him from' the - small
amount of upper gurments he wore, and.
_round his waist, nexta skin not immacu-
lately clean, the comforter was wound,
-a8 he graphically expressed it ¢ illegant

and aisy.” : . S

A rapid glance showed the "constable

- ihat-he had got'what -he- wanted.” The
nexb:move was lo. getixid of the: boy

yourself for

quictly. Moro casily wished than ac-
complished : for the .lad had an investi-
gating turn of mind, and oven as Jgan
handed him the new shilling, with all
his eagerness to possess it, and bis joy
ab having such wsum of money in his
possession for the first time, he asked,
with o grin that showed he meant to
have an answer it he could, ** Ah, thin,
My, Bgan, siv, maybe you'd tell poor Jack
why you're s0 anxious about the neck
ornament, for T know it's not for nothing
Pve gol {his,” and he flourished his shill-
ing in the air,

“If you don't hold your——" Egan
begun ; but he suddenly remembered he
might want the boy to give evidence
the next day, and that it would be de-
sirable to secure him in some munner
for the oceasion. 1t is true, his evidence
would not be of much interest, and his
characler was not one o give it much
value.  But Bgan was' thovoughly alive -
to the importance of manifesting. his
own skill in the aliniv; and the move
evidence . he could bring forwdrd, the
more wounld be thonght of his cflorts to
promote the proper administration of
justice. - He remained sileut so long
that Jaclk began to get alarmed, as far
as it wag in him to be alarmed at any-
thing. He had some wwe of the Head
Constable, and an unlimited idea of his
powers. e was just on’ the point of
teking to his heels, his well-Gried re-
source in all emergencies, when Egan
spoke:

#* Now, then, Jack,” he said briskly,
“how would you likea bit of gold to put
with the bit of silver?” e turned the
light of the lamp full on the boy, and
the expression o his counfenance left

‘no doubt whatsoever as to his feelings on

the  subject. - Because,” continued
IBgan, perfectly salisfied now, ““if you
will keep your fongue quict, and do just
what I tell you from this wll this time
to-morrow, you shall have thatl” and
he showed him a new  halfsovereign.

Jack flung three double somersaults
on the spot, and went so-close to Tgan
at the last performance that he adroitly
knocked the' lantern’ out of ' his' hunds
with his foot, and caught it again before
it reached the growid. The boy would
have been- 2 fortune’ to° an acrobatic
troupes e e
© o« (To be continued.)




