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bution, one lias chosen oniy ta put together a few inmpressions gaincd fromi
a present day general revicwv of the subjcct.

There is no longer thc ncccssity for giving distinct, separate con-
sidcration to ulceration of the duodcnumi, xvhich occurs much more frc-
quently than hitherta supposed, as apart froni that of the stomiach, for
since it is that portion of the duodlcnum above flic canîrnan entrance of
tic bile and pancreatie ducts wlîk, i k involvcel by the great majority of
duodenai ulcers, and as the two conditions are so frequcntly associated
in tie sanie individual, thcy have corne ta be Iooked upon as essentiaily
sirniilar ini nature.

The pre-,ent average estirnate of tie relativec incidence af tlîis disease
is about rive per cent. Post-mior(rni records have siîown a much grcater
I rcquency tixan have cliînical, anid it is sale ta presurnie tîxat if careful re-
cords af the cases that cio nat ind their xvay into liospital ivere available
there -nould be a noticcabie increase iii the estimiate. Greater frequencv
l'a-s been reparted froni Engiand and Gerrnany tlîan fromi variaus parts of
Amierica, and even in Élic, laftr country vast differenccs e\ist in sucli re-
ports. Wiîctlîcr tliese are rmal or only apparent is îîot nianifest wvhîen
consideratioii is lîad for diagnostic care and ability, the frequency witlî
,w'liclî exhaustive post-niortern cxaîiniatians are miade, and otlier circuni-
stances whicli determine the precise value af haspital records.

Recent observ-ations tend ta show aniy a shighît preponidera',nce of
ilie disease in fernales, and that it is arily in d'ec acute forni ai gastric ul-
ceration tliat suchi preponderance is decidedl," <establislîed, siîîce chîronic
gastric u1ceration is probably and duodeni L1ceration is certainly more
conimon in miaies. The nîajority of cases oecur in the poorer classes
whlose food is not always as whvlalsonie as it ouglit ta be, thougli the
weil-to-do are by lia means exempt; and iii fernahes tlîe discasut lias been
especiaiiy conîmox arniangst servants.

l'he î'ast nîajarity af cases occur between the ages af fifteen ancl farty-
ive. Fraîii (wenty ta thirty is the conîrnanest age in inaies, and frorn

tlîirty ta, forty iii maies. The disease is coinparativcly rare aiter forty-
ive but is more coninion befare fifteen than is usuaill behicved, Dr. Cutier

(x', af Boston, liaving collected records of sorne txventy-nine cases afirgas-
tric ulcer accurring iii eidren betw,\een tue ages af thîirty Ixours and four-
teen yecars, w'hercas Oppenixeirner, quoted ly Maynihan, (2) callected re-
cords af fifteen cases of nielaena neonatorurn arising froni chuodenal ulcera-
bon.

The truc pathogenesis of thxis diseýase is stili overslîadowed by ob-
scurity. Apparently ail are agreed tlîat tue loss af substance is the dlir-
cet resuit ai digestive processes acting upan bady tissues, tue vitality of
,wiich lias previously been inipaired or tven halst owving ta sonie cause,
the precise nature of wvhich is stihi unchccidcd. The chief causative tixearies
already acivanced miav be classified as vascular, nervous and mutscular,
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