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own experience and observation, the collected intelligence of our best
authors na.v throw sonme lighlt.

It is well known to you, as well as the niedical public of Canada, for
Medical Journa, unfortunaftely, seldom extend farther than to our pro-
fessional brethren, tIat afier sone years lad been spent in agitating the
question, a greut reiormation took place throughout England, with regard
to the necessity of appuinting medical ien as Coroners. And I am happy
to observe, that gentlemen iow educated to the profession of medicine,
are genera.ll cted, uut vnly in England, but in Upper Canada, to
fulfit that judicial ufiie ; in Lower Canada, no such refori has taken
place, the preseit incumlbtut. are, I believe, men of respectable standing
in society, but the question arises, are they possessed of those educa-
tional acquiremtents wliich are indispensably necessary to meet the high
and important intentions of the laiw. Are they competent in all cases
to decide as a Physician, or rather, as a c;itical anatomist would, upon
the nature of wounds, cuontuions, fractures, &c., discoverable upon the
dead body of a fellow-cicature, the cause of whose death, if at al in-
volved in obscurity, is to be first explained, as far as it can be, by that
Officer. I shall oflbr no observation touching toxicology, because, in all
cases where poisoning is supposed to have caused death, the analysis is
generally referred to the must experienced and scientific Chemists.
Yet, the Coroner should be well acquainted with the definitions of poi-
sobs, the symptoms fullowing the taking of poison, whether irritant and
corrosive, narcotie and narcotico-irritants,&c., and the certain character
whereby symptoms of poisouing may be distinguished from those of
disease. It is an estabished fact, that 12 years ago, out of 100 cases
requiring niedical evidence, either before the Coioner, or in the Superior
Courts ofLaw, in England, there were of poisoning, 45 ; woi nds and
personal injuries, 35 ; infanticide, 10 ; all other cases, 10. Snce that
period, the numnber of cases of poisoning, bas certainly much increased,
particularly since the last 12 months.

A Coroner, in my humble opinion, and I believe it is one which caries
conviction to every intelligent mind, should. be well versed in Medical
Jurisprudence, i. e., the application of niedicine to legislation and me-
dical police, comprising, wounds, fractures, infanticide, burns, scalds,
drowning, ianging, strangulation, lightning, inanition, insanity, (deli-
rium tremens,) &c., &c.

In the London Lancet of March, 1851, we have the opinion of oe of
the most eminent judges in England, and who, during the progress of'a
trial, in which reference was made to the Coroner's Court, stated em-
phatically, "that none but medical men ought to be appointed to the <fi


