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see why thoy should not bc able to liminate for them-
selves in the samne way. To prevont more conjectures,
more blind rushes at tho meaning, I wouid insist that
oach definition should ho accompaniod by a sentence made
by the boy, or quoted froui somo author, exemplifying tho
use of tho word in accordance with his definition.

At the end of this process of olimination would corne, in
cases where boys studicd Latin, the confirmation of tho
derivative process, xvhich, in the particular word abovo,
oppress, would show that the word once meant "lte como
suddenly on and crush," or els0 te Ilcrush up," i whereas
now it moans merely "ite crush " or ci kee down," without
any senso of motion or completeness. ho saine double
proess of limination and dorivation inight ho appliod te
othor words, some of which are sadly and unnocossarily
ill-usd-such as circumstance and individual. Custom
would tell a boy, perhaps, that ho could net say, "lThe
assassination of Ciesar war an important circurnstance," but
that ho could say, "lThe assassination of Cosar was one of
the most important circurnstances that infiuenced the lifo
of Octavianus." And tho inférence from tuis limination
would bo confirmod by the derivation, which would of
itself indicate, net any occurrence, but an occurrence con-
sidored in relation te somo porson or thing as a contre.
And se of individual.

To give one word as an oxplanation for another, I need
scarcely say te toachers, the common method of dofinition
adoptod by English boys. If you0 ask what "lprocieus"1
ineans, you may expect the answr Ilnice"; and in tho
samne way, "loriginal," or "versatile>" or "thoughtful,"
would all ho oxplained by "clevor." Against this boyish
tendency we must take careful precautions. First, wo can
point eut how absurd it is te suppose that twe words can

menprocisely these thing, or, atalensc b
used in precise ly the samoe way. -For if it were se, there
would ho a wasto of words which wo have .ne right te
impute te, our ancesters. Unfortunately tho English ian-
guage, more than any other, is calculated te encourage
this boyish dolusion that one word can ho represented and
defined hy another. Tho quality of English, lias given
rise te a few pairs of words which are so noarly similar
that we cau enly distinguish them by saying that the one
is more colloquial than the other, or that the idiematie
use of the twe is net quito the samne. The moaning of the
two words is sometimos indistinguishable. Thus commence
ie somewhat less colloquial than begin, and commence
soldem or nover takos an infinitive after it, whilo begin
doos; but as regards moaning it would ho difficult te,
distinguish the twe words.

Against the possible misundorstanding arising from
theso very fow exceptienal synonyme, wo oughtte fortify
our pupilis by warning them that they are omphatically
exceptions, and that it is noxt te impossible that in any
languago any two words should ho precisoly synonymous.
Some additional holp migbt be givon by a careful oxplan-
ation of the moaning of definition or Ildrawing of bound..
aines.' After pointing eut that more than one word is
absolutely necessary for the definition of another word,
wo may illustrate the defining process by a diagram on
tho black board. Take the definition of a lion: A lion is
a quadruped; but tho class of quadrupods, which may ho
roproeonted by a paralle1ogramn, is tee largo, and must ho
narrowod; a lion is a quadrupod with a mane; the dimain-
ishes the parolologramn, but it includos lions and hoess:
a lion lias claws, which a herse lias net, and thus, hy
gradually taking slices from our parallologram, WC narrew
it down, or define it, till we have nothing left but the slice
representing lions.

Or again, amy twe straight linos that are net parallel
will mark eut a peint by their intersection. Suppose we

want te doefino resentment. Rosontment is a kind of angor.
Now feelings may ho exeited h ydifferent motives. Angor,
for instance, may ho promptd by the sense of inevonen-
ionce, or hy injurod prido, or by jealousy, or a sense of
injustice doeot one-self, or by a simple sonse of injustice
without amy thouglit of oneîf Daw a straiglit lino,
thon, net paralled te the firet, reprosenting the feelings
that spring fromi the sonso of injustice. That lino doos net
dofine -resontment, for it includes many other feelings, as
sorrow, pity. But lot this lino bo preduced tili it intersoct
the first. T ho intersection will define at once the kind of
angor, and also the kind of feeling oxcitod by injustice,
and will denote resentment.

Lt will ho necessary te warn beys net te, select, for their
dofining classes, a class that doos net oxplain any impor-
tant peculiarity of the object we are endeavourincr te detine.
We may remind thom that man was once defined as a
hiped without feathers. The definitien was at once nidi-
culed by the exhibition of a plucked cock, and lias sinco
been rendered untenable by our familiarity with menkoys.

I attacli great importance te the exorcise of defining
words, and have boom for seme time in the habit of mak-
ing it Aregular part of the preparation of an English
lessen. I should net restrict mysoîf te the werds that
happened te ho in the passage that was te ho prepared- for
the next lesson. Thore are some important words in
commen use ef which it may ho said that the majerity of
our pupils use them 'and misanderstand them; and ther"
are others which our puils would bo the botter for using,
but nover use at aIybcause they do net undorstand
them. Theso last are net misundersteed, for ne
conception wbatever lias been formed of their Inoan-

ing Among the fermer clase are the words mon-
tioned above, circumstance and individual, and others of
which the misuse ie far soious, sucli as resentment. Sorne
words are netorieusly used in double senses, which require
careful distinction, such as nature, representative. It ha$s
always seemed te lme, thoreforo, a valuablo part of an
lEnglish lossen that beys should.explain the differences
hotweeu a certain number of pairs, or greups, of such
words as power and authority, definition and description,
thoughtful and prudent; fault, crime, sin, vice, and immorali-
ty; clever, original, and able; anger, vexation, resentmenti
wratlê, and annoyance. No aswor should ho received which
doos net clearly delineate tho cemmen thread of meaning
which prvades oaci par or group of werds. Iu thie waY
wo shai1 ascertain that the answer is net more string of
excerpts from a dictienary. But thoro is another class of
words which few ordimary* mon use in the course ef thoir
wholo ives. Some of thoeoare teclinical worde imported
from varieus sciences, and now usod in a metaphorical
sonse. Thas peiticians speak of Ilthe unetablo oquilibniuifl
of power," Ilthe lovorago of past succees," Ilthe resultant
of mamy political forces, " and other sciontific terme have
been utilized in the. same way. I do net se mpch spoak
of thoso, thougli I consider a losson on sucli ternis W'uld
hcoef value, as of others, te ho detitute of which is te ho
in danger~ of being dostitute of the corresponding cencef-
tien-imaginative, conventional. intellectual, vindictivenesS,
esoteric, electie, analogy, synthesis, analysis, liypothesis, pedant-
ry, disinterestedness, impassioned, indiscriminate, pi&enomenap
induction, syllogistic, sensation.

])ouhtloe there is great exaggeratieu in tho statomonts
that have boom made about tho imited vocabulary of b
pleughboy; and I sheUld ho serry teon rginato any simnilar
exaggeratious about the classes of echool beys. But I think
wo should ho startled at finding how very emaîl a store of
words relating te, things that are net the immediatO
objecte of our souses, is foumd sufficient met only fer
an lEnglish echoolboy, but even for au ordinary Enghili
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