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city and starve them out; but justas years 1894-85 will be known as the
matters were coming to & crisis word Dbirth-time of the new era, the Renais.
came that soldiers werc coming from sance in China. Now is our greatest
Foochow, and the rebels surrendered opportunity and responsibility. Wil
and signed a treaty of peace. How the Christian Church awake to her op.
long the treaty will be kept depends portunity and responsibility as China is
on how the war terminates. No one awakening to her need ?
has any confidencc in their sincerity. The past year was the most liopefy)
If the war corie to a speedy and satis-  in our history. The statistics are very
factory closc. and the government gets  significant, yet they give but a faint
on its fect, they will not dare to make idea of the work done and good aceom.
disturbance ; but if not, then we may plished ; increase over the Ppreceding
cxpeet serious trouble in this quarter, year: Members, 616 ; inquirers, 1632,
and perhaps all over the empire. day-sciools, 85; day-scholars, 3s5;
As the schools were all broken up Sabbath-schools, 39 ; and scholars, 1545
and the scholars sent home, the Jady The number of Scriptures, books, 3
missionarics have come to Foochow, tracts sold was several times gretr
but the gentlemen still remain tolook thanlast year. Two years ago onibe
after the work. The missionarics de- Foochow District we had 5 day-schosis
serve great credit for their paticnce and  with about 100 pupils; last year,1;
fortitude during those trying daysand day-schools with about 390 pupils, b
nights. this year we have 110 schools and ot
We arc now waiting anxicusly to 2500 boys studying Christian books,
know thetermsof peace. Itisrumorcd Every school is a regular preaching.
that several of the European Powers place, where neatly every Sabbathaud
will not allow Japan’s claim. Weconly several times during the week the Gee
hope that nothing will be donc by them pel is preached to the parentc a
to hinder Japan from completing the friends of the pupils. Most of tts
good work already begun. If she is schools have becn opened by request
left alone she will cffect such material from the people, and there still remsia
changes that many of the greatest ob- places where we have becn invited, et
stacles to Christianity will be forever cannot enter for want of men and
swept away.  Crush Chincse cgotism  means.  Only two days ago s miz
and conservatism, and with them will came early twenty miles to getmeto
be buried superstition, and a wide door go to his village of several thousnsé
opened for the Gospel such as theworld inhabitants to preach and cstabiik =
bas never witnessed. Before China is  Christianschool. Similarrequestscome
redeemed these changes must be effect-  every few daya, and, oh low harditi
cd, and if Japan, as she scems to be, is  to turn them away with the cold =
the instrument to accomplish it, we bid swer that we have no moucy, or thae
her God-speed.  During thelasttwelve-  is no one to teach you! Yet our we
month she has gotten the work well der-working God is raising up hejpess
under way, and we hope that nothing beyond our highest expectatinns. Nes
will be allowed to cut it short. more literary men than formerly s
Whatcver the terms of peace, weare  being saved who, with minds siresir
confident & Lrighter day awaits Chins, trained, soon desclop into exorles
and the spread of the Gospel will be ac-  workere, cither as teachers or prad-
celerated manifold. The conversion ers. Were it not for these mee w
of China is the greatest undertaking could not enter half the open duoss.
which has engaged the Christ'an On the other hand, many friends 2
Church, and the success of the cnter- Dbeing raised up in Americs and
prise hinges on the next few years. where who are furnishing the mossr
This is a crisis, a turning-point,. The overand above the misionary socidy¥




