
189.]MISSIONS IN TUE LEVANT*

opine a Cliristianity whieli is far more natural, anid will prove far
m'ore pflUi)t li coull bo the case woe the nîissionary the sole
bearer of thie gospel nwessagc. 0f not lcss imnportaLnce is thie method
adoptei by tliesc prc-aclwers. its priiiciiJle is cntirely in accord witli
that miderlyig the work of Bible D)istribution. It is not polemical.
IThere are tinjus wi'n dlenuniciation 18 lnceded, qad thon they do not
fear to exposS carlessly tho dleceit and fraud by whicli ecclosistical
powvers w'oul 1liiîd the eyes of an ignorant people, and hold them in
stibservicuice to their own end(. Vh1s,' however, is the exception, flot
the rle.. 'The Moslem, d1rawni by curiosity or interest to attend an
evangeliecal service, wvill not turu away repelled by whiat are to, lim
lîarsli attacks upon the faîth i wlîieh lie lias been nurturcd. The
Arnuenian or Copt ivil1 ie-ar no harangue aga.inst tiiose wlîo, have hîiddcn
frorn lîjîni the Wordl of Life aiuJl iel him fast iin bondfs ivovcn in the
colis of monklz and ziiiehorite. It is the wvant and dutty of cvery day
life., the, colis(:iiwsncss of sgi1n the nCcJ of forgcivcne-ss and hielp, a«Ilne
possible throughi a lïedleeniwr ; the hiope of a blcssed ininort-ility.
These are thue tories of thue lireacler, by the earîxest personal piresenta%-
tion of whielh lie' seeks to, vimplia-size inin's personal relations to, God,
ticvehop the scise of personal responsîbility, andi secure the growth of
persoma~l character.

The adloption of L'uis as a distinct niethod of missionary wokin the
Levant, cxcept inrar to the~ Moslrn converts, iva uîot a paîrt of the
original pilan of missions, and is not now pressed to, the forefront.
The aii lbas heu, so far as nmcmbcrs of the Oriental chutrchies wcere
coiîce-riied, to, hellp theni to, a Christian life, ivha-tever thicir chiurcli
couieetioin iinhajt be. As a matter of fact, those wio, wcre thuls

iniiuonccd.j -%en.. 11nwîllillg te renuai mn th l o nos, aud.
the prYies-tlhOotl wvere îUlwiB îng that thecy slhoild(, ilsing the shaý,rpest
uneznis of excomuihcationl to drive, tiieni eut. Thie formation of
evang11elical Culiuîrehels becaine thîns 'a niccssity, and lias provcd a xnost
vaiable niethmd. iîot offly of stiunnilatiing individual Christian lifo

amon thir nell3esbut of 11llustrating flie broader relationis thiat thic
Chîristian must su.w thec coninuunîiity 4111J na«tioni.

Undvr Moslein mulv, chiurcl aud civil life arc idlentical. le Wihoe
hae is churchcl leaves, his nation, andl hercsy is troa1son. flow

to overcomu iis and shiow thiat national lifc is propcerly dcei
dcviit oil religions rit4's and ce-reuonýes-, lias 'been a great probicîn, -and

tut eïiii'h;ilt'ili('i <>gUain tioi s. by ke'pilg distinctly aloof froum
poltied uîtîIiIum ut, ave soliglît te shlow the trilc position -of the

Chirisýt iani w a ci . TUhe formation of cveglc l chrches bais
servetd :îso :îs a inuitlîod for ticveloping thiat seîf-reliance whuch is msen-
tial to the permnxence of the w3ark coliiiit!uccod by the înissiouary ana
.rried on by the native premcher. It bas1 been tue constant effort of
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